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PrefacePrefacePrefacePreface    
The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) is proud to release the Fifth edition 

of Youth Voices! 

 

With this fifth edition, we hope to highlight the successes of our youth social activism and the KKF’s 

achievements as a whole for the past few months. 

 

Khmer Krom world-wide had reconvened the second time at the World Youth Conference in Philadelphia, 

USA.  The conference was very educational to all participated members, for youths and for elders.  At the 

conference, we praised for our past successes, identified challenges and set out future plan for our 

“Roadmap to Our Homeland”, and discussed Khmer Krom’s roots and the negative effects of the Vietnam-

ization of our homeland. 

 

Khmer Krom Youths, with KKF’s strong leadership were also very well represented at this year’s  United 

Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) (21 April – 2 May, 2008).  We have brought the 

world’s attention to the dire situations of our people in our homeland—the Mekong Delta.  Issues we raised 

at this year UN’s Forum were the imprisonment of our monks, land-grab issues, and social issues.  We have 

also managed to build networking among the suffering peoples such as the Montagnard people, the Hmong 

people, the Mon people from Burma, and many other peoples around the world. 

 

The commemoration of Khmer Krom Day is the key to our survival and pride.  Every year on June 4th 

Khmer Krom young and old gather at our community centers and temples across the world to commemorate 

the date of illegal transfer of our homeland to the Vietnamese by the French colonials.  We also took the 

opportunity to celebrate our successes as Khmer Krom individuals on striving to bring great pride to our 

Khmer Krom community world-wide, in particular the tremendous efforts shouldered by the Khmers Kam-

puchea-Krom Federation (KKF) so far.  With the continued successes of KKF, recognition should also go to 

the Khmer Krom youths who have dedicated so much of their precious time, besides their school and work, 

to assist KKF’s daily activities such as developing Web sites, researching and documentation, running radio 

broadcast, attending conferences and peaceful protests, and organizing local events. 

 

For the past few years we Khmer Krom have accomplished many milestones. Let’s make our Khmer Krom 

dream come true as our Khmer’s saying, “Tum Pang Snon Reuksey (Bamboo Shoots make Bamboo 

Trees)!”  We Khmer Krom must live like a bamboo tree, with strong roots and long-lasting impressions on 

others! 

 

Furthermore, please remember to share your success stories with us, whether one is an ordinary citizen, a 

doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, an engineer, etc.  Please drop us a line or an article for your story to be pub-

lished in our quarterly edition. 

 

O-khun (Thank You)! 
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The 8th World Convention of Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) 
“The Long March to Kampuchea-Krom Motherland” 

By Lenny Thach 

 
The representatives of KKFYC attended the 8th World Convention, the three days session, of the KKF held at the city of 

Denver, Colorado, on June 6th – 8th, 2008. The theme of this convention is the “The Long March to Kampuchea-Krom 

Motherland”. The topics covering in this convention include: Report KKF’s activities in the past four years, Elect new 

KKF Board of Directors, Financial Report, Presentation about Human Rights and Religious Freedom. 

 

June 6-8, 2008, Denver – The 8th World Convention of KKF was organized at the heart of the city of Denver, Colorado 

with full attendees, KKF’s Delegates and Members from across the United States (50 states), Cambodia, and Canada, 

on this exciting event which was opened to the public. 

 

The KKF’s Chairman, To Kim Thong, opened the remark of the 8th World Convention of 

Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation, the first ever addressed to the KKF’s delegates and 

members: 

 Good morning and welcome!  It’s good to have you all here to help the KKF’s convention which 

launched with a vision and a noble purpose. The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation is just as 

we've been told, more than; it's a remarkable accomplishment for the past four years. It's such a 

worthwhile, important initiative for the year 2004 - 2008. It’s never happened before. After the 7th 

World Convention in New Jersey in 2004, the new teams and new leaders had been working hard, 

such as: Mr. Thach N. Thach, Mr. Tran Giap, Mr. Prak Sereivuth, Mr. Tran Mannrinh, Mrs Son 

Thi Nith, Respected Venerable Thach Berong, Ven. Dhammo Truong, KKFYC team, and especially Dr. Joshua Cooper 

- Director of the Human Rights Institute of Hawaii.  You all have my heartfelt thanks and warmest congratulations. And 

a special thank you to our elite leaders – Mr. Thach N. Thach, Prak Sereivuth, Giap Tran and Joshua Cooper, who has 

been dedicated and sacrificed in helping Khmer Krom people and carrying the messages for the past four years on mis-

sions here and there throughout the world.   

 

KKF President, Mr. Thach N. Thach, continued speaking and reporting the important issues about 

the Khmer Krom peoples’ sufferings and struggles under the Vietnamese government for more 

than 50 years and the problems are still unresolved.  KKF now has improved and established the 

right direction to the heart of Khmer Krom people. Speaking out and demanding human rights and 

religious freedom, Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the peaceful reconciliation of differences is 

good and the right thing to do. But it is not good enough. We must work hard to bring peace, de-

mocracy and freedom that mean putting our resources -- organizations, heart and soul together, for 

long-term mission, called, “The Long March to Kampuchea-Krom Motherland.” 

 

Khmer Kampuchea Krom is now a reality. We are no longer hidden in the shadows. We will stand 

proudly in the spotlight, and that is where we belong.  We can and should be proud of ourselves and our messages about 

human rights and religious freedom. The Vietnamese government must respect human rights and give us religious free-

dom, and freedom of expression, freedom of press, assembly, political participation, and peaceful cooperation. Govern-

ment which serves their citizens encourages, spiritual and economic vitality. And we will not be shy in offering this 

message of hope to Khmer Krom.  We are not trying to create imitations of the KKF’s system around the world. Be-

cause, there is no simple songs or music for political development that is right for all people, and there is no timetable. 

The principles and basic institutions of Human Rights and Religious Freedom are universal. Democratic development 

must take into account historic, cultural and social conditions.  

 

During the convention, we had many key speakers from different states and countries, including KKF Board of Direc-

tors and representatives, President of KKF Colorado Chapter, Sereivuth Prak, Giap Tran, Mannrinh Tran, Xe Thach, 

Son Thi Nith, and Ven. Truong Dhammo, Ven. Berong Thach, Ven. Kan Saphanarith, Mrs. Kien Sakhan, Dr. Chang 

Thach, and Dr. Joshua Cooper, who spoke about the reports for the past four years and other important issues such as 

human rights, cultural, education, social and economic, and religious freedom. 

 

 

COVER STORIES  
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Dr. Joshua Cooper, Director of the Human Rights Institute of Hawaii, addressed to the KKF’s leaders and 

members on how to understand and use the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Univer-

sal Declaration of Human Rights as tools to challenge for the hopes of Khmer Krom people in Kampuchea

-Krom.  He also recommended that KKF use the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People to raise 

the prestige of the Khmer Krom education, economic, culture, language, religious freedom and human 

rights by supporting the efforts toward standardization. Urge all agencies or parties to ensure the protec-

tion and development of Indigenous Peoples, especially the Indigenous Khmer Krom Peoples living in 

Kampuchea Krom which is now known as South Vietnam. He has trained the Khmer Krom youths on 

how to defend indigenous rights at the international bodies, such as the U.N. and the E.U bodies, in order 

to protect their human rights and to become the activists for promoting and protecting the rights of the Indigenous Peoples. 

 

On the Second Day, the KKF members elected the new KKF Board of Directors based on the KKF’s election law. The former 

KKF Board of Directors had been re-elected for the 2008 – 2012 Term as follows: 

 

ELECTED KKF BOARD OF DIRECTORS BY VOTE: 
 1. To Kim Thong 

 2. Thach N. Thach 

 3. Prak Sereivuth 

 4. Tran Giap 

 5. Thach Xe 

 6. Chau Reap 

 7. Tran Mannrinh 

ELECTED KKF BOARD OF DIRECTORS BY NOMINATION: 
 8. Ven. Thach Truong Dhammo 

 9. Ven. Thach Berong 

 10. Son Thi Nith (Represent for Women) 

 11. Chau Serey (Represent for Youths ) 

 

The new KKF Board of Directors is the future and greater representatives for our next generation. 

 

On the Third Day, Prak Sereivuth addressed to KKF on International Affairs, lobbying strategies, U.S. 

Congressional briefing, and the Khmer Krom savior under Vietnamese government since 1949.  After the 

French colonial power in the Indochina without the plebiscite of the Khmer Krom people. As a result, mil-

lions of Khmer Krom people, who remain deeply attached to their culture, religion, customs, traditions, 

and ancestral lands, have been severely suffered by the human rights violations and religious persecutions 

under the tight control of the Vietnamese government.  

 

The Vietnamese government has violated Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to 

change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or pri-

vate, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.” 

 

During the Congressional Briefing on Religious Freedom in Vietnam on December 6, 2008, he had recommended that the 

U.S. Congress request the U.S. State Department to place Vietnam back onto the Country of Particular Concern (CPC) list.  

 

The 8th World Convention of KKF was successfully and marked accomplishments for the past four years. The new KKF’s 

leaders were elected for the hopes and dreams of Khmer Krom in the future. Each movement will find its own route and the 

values for Khmer Krom who will reach out to those who can make a big difference now and who will guide the Khmer Krom 

to their destiny of their people in the future.  

 

The elected new leaders proposed the next four years development plan, strategies for development and seek support from 

Khmer Krom people. The support of KKFYC team to KKF will make tremendous progress for the movement of KKF in the 

future. The convention ended smoothly, peacefully and blessed with a Blessing Dance performed by the Khmer students of 

Colorado State.  Special thanks to Denver Convention organizers and the members throughout the region and Khmer Samaki 

Temple with deepest gratitude.  

 

 

COVER STORIES  



  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                             6                       KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG 

 

JUNE 2008  VOLUME 5    COVER STORIES  

By Sothy Kien  

 

1949 is the year many Khmer Krom people remember with great pain and sorrow.  On June 4th 1949, France 

transferred Cochin China, the (French name ) ancestral homeland of the Khmer Krom people to the Vietnamese. 

 

It was a heart wrenching decision made without the full participation or consent of the indigenous Khmer Krom 

people, who are the original owners of the land. 

 

Imagine if your home and rich fertile rice fields were systematically taken from you. If you were forced to as-

similate into the Vietnamese culture and forced to abandon your historic ties to motherland Cambodia? 

 

 How much pain, anger, sorrow and bitterness would you feel? 

 

Worse, if you know up until this day, land grabbing still continues and people and Buddhist monks alike are be-

ing tortured and imprisoned for demanding religious freedom and basic rights? 

 

For decades, commemorating the loss of Kampuchea-Krom remains a significant event for the Khmer Krom and 

Khmer people to remember the injustice by the French and the Vietnamese. This event also gives us the opportu-

nity to remember the people who sacrificed their lives to protect our land and culture. 

 

Such event is forbidden by the communist Vietnam government. 

 

In countries outside of Vietnam, it appears however, that each year less and less people are participating.  

 

To resolve this increasingly bleak trend, this year, Khmer Krom people in Australia introduced a new concept 

calling the event, “Khmer Krom Day.” 

 

Often in developed countries such as Australia, Australia Day is a day in which the people celebrate the unique 

diversity of all of its cultures and peoples.  

 

For the Khmer Krom people, some would argue that they have no country in which to celebrate. In fact, if 

Khmer Krom Day was on the basis of the ideology of loss of Kampuchea-Krom, there should be little to cele-

brate. 

 

Khmer Krom Day, or Tivea Khmer Krom is a new concept that incorporates not only the commemoration of the 

loss of Kampuchea-Krom but it is also an event that hopes to inspire positive and proactive movement towards 

human rights realisation.  

 

Khmer Krom Day is not about celebrating the loss of Kampuchea-Krom but it is about giving credit and grati-

tude  to those who are our everyday heroes, who are putting their lives on the line to preserve our culture, dignity 

and identity. 

 

The people include but are not limited to members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation such as Mr. 

Thach Ngoc Thach, Mr. Sereivuth and Mr. Tran Giap who have quitted their full time job to work for the cause 

of Khmer Krom.  

 

What about our people in Cambodia and Vietnam, for example, Venerable Tim Sakhorn who is currently in 

Khmer Krom Day   
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prison for helping Khmer Krom cross the border? What about our five defrocked monks who organised the 

peaceful protests demanding greater religious freedom, only be rudely defrocked and thrown in jail for four 

years? 

 

What about Chau Inn, who stood up to demand the return of his ancestral homeland, only to be hunted down like 

animals in the middle of the night, his family members were shot and now he is missing? 

 

When do we get an opportunity to say prays for these brave souls and give them credit and gratitude for their 

courage to continue to keep the Khmer Krom struggles alive? 

 

Khmer Krom Day is not just about remembering our heroes but also to thank our current activists and hope that 

by reflecting on such a day, we can start to inspire greater hope for the future.  

 

Hopes will be the fuel and energy for the future work of human rights activists.   

 

The Khmer Krom community in Australia took one step further by asking a high ranked Australian government 

representative of Vietnamese descendent to attend the event.  It was a big step and very risky for the Khmer 

Krom people and was received with mixed emotions. 

 

Some were against the idea stating that it was inappropriate and asked what Vietnamese people would really 

know about how much it hurts or ways to help the Khmer Krom.  

 

Surprisingly, the special guest was moved to tears when he heard about what the Vietnamese government was 

doing to the Khmer Krom people.   

 

He encouraged and highlighted the importance of knowing one’s culture and identity. He urged the members to 

keep fighting to keep their identity and human rights for their people. He have made promise to help bringing up 

the issues to the Australian government.  

 

This concept of Khmer Krom is actually also about sharing the pain. 

 

For decades, the loss of Kampuchea-Krom has been an event only for Khmer and Khmer Krom. As a result very 

few people who are either Khmer nor Khmer Krom knew anything about our pain or what losing Kampuchea-

Krom meant. 

 

If you want people to understand how much you hurt or how you feel about their actions, why not get them in-

volved? 

 

There is no doubt that a powerful message is portrayed to the world if all of Khmer Krom people stood up for 

what we believe in but won’t it be equally astounding if a Vietnamese stood up for Khmer Krom?  

 

Khmer Krom Day if supported, has the potential to change the face of Khmer Krom human rights movement and 

maybe the tool to inspire for the greater  future.  

 

COVER STORIES  
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By Sophac Thach 

 

On June 11, 2008, as hundreds gathered outside of the Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Canada, waiting for the great-

est news to be announced, for the first time in Canadian history, the Prime Minister (PM) of Canada, Stephen 

Harper made a historic apology to the three distinctive groups of Canadian Aboriginal Peoples, the First Na-

tions People, the Inuit People and the Métis People.  

 

After many decades of fighting, the three distinctive groups of Canadian Aboriginal people finally received the 

recognition they deserve and the apology they have long waited for has finally come. 

 

Inside of Parliament Hill, PM Stephen Harper recognized that the Canadian Government have mistreated the 

Aboriginal People in the past, taking away their children from their parents and from their society, raised them 

in ways that were not culturally appropriate. 

In his speech, he mentioned, “On behalf of the government of Canada and all Canadians, I stand before you, in 

this chamber so central to our life as a country, to apologize to aboriginal peoples for Canada's role in the In-

dian residential schools system.”  He also mentioned that, “We now recognize that it was wrong to separate 

children from rich and vibrant cultures and traditions that it created a void in many lives and communities, and 

we apologize for having done this.” 

It was certainly the day of the dawn for the Aboriginal People.  As called by the Aboriginal leader, “this is the 

new beginning for the First Nation People”, “the beginning of hope” he added. 

 

According to a source, PM Stephen Harper not only apologized to the First Nation People, he had also signed 

the apologetic letter as well as a compensation package of over four billion dollars. 

 

The action taken by PM Stephen Harper is certainly a role model for governments around the world in stepping 

up to recognize the indigenous peoples in their countries. 

 

For some countries today, the states still continue to oppress and violate the inalienable rights as people.  How 

can one imagine any compensation that is offered by the government if the state fails to provide them with the 

basic rights and freedom? 

 

We hope that from this day forward, that governments around the world will recognize the indigenous people in 

their countries as well as providing them with the human rights and fundamental instruments that will liberate 

and mobilize them to a freer life. 

  

In addition, we also hope that Government of Vietnam will take the initiative in stepping up to recognize the 

Khmer Krom People as the Indigenous Peoples in the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam.  No one could ever 

imagine that one Government could deliver the dream of the First Nation people to reality.  Maybe, the dream 

of the Indigenous Khmer Krom people will come to fruition. 

COVER STORIES  

National Apology to the Canadian Aboriginal Peoples  

We've got to take back the ideal of justice, we've got to take back this principle of human dig-

nity. We've got to take it back from vengeance, from hatred, we've got to say: look, we're all in 

this together. We are human beings.  David Kaczynski 
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By Lenny Thach, Hoang Duong, Ricky Tran 

 
Members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Mr. 

Lenny Thach, Mr. Duong Hoang and Mr. Ricky Tran have at-

tended the Media Advisory at Cannon Terrace, Washington D.C. 

on June 19th 2008. 

 

Amongst the speakers present included Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ), 

VN caucus Co-chair, Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA), VN Caucus 

Co-chair, Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), VN Caucus -Co-chair and 

Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), Ranking Member of the Subcommit-

tee on State and Foreign Operations. 

 

During the press conference, the Representatives stressed the 

needs to bring Democracy reforms for the Vietnamese people 

and all ethnic groups in Vietnam. 

 

"Massive human rights violations perpetrated by the Govern-

ment of Vietnam will not be forgotten, overlooked or trivialized. We will continue to highlight these abuses—

which are ongoing today—in an attempt to offer encouragement, solidarity and hopes to the victims and pres-

sure the government to reform," said Vietnam Caucus Co-Chair Chris Smith (R-NJ) in the Media Advisory 

statement. 

 

Vietnam Caucus Co-Chair Loretta Sanche (D-CA) spoke about the need of Vietnam to improve its human 

rights record and to reform for Democracy for Vietnam-

ese people and all ethnics in Vietnam which include the 

Khmer Krom people. 

 

The Director of Human Rights Watch, Mrs. Sophia 

Richardson stated that the situation on human rights 

needed to be improved as many human rights and reli-

gious activists such as Khmer Krom Buddhist monks 

remain imprisoned. 

 

The Director of the United States Commission on Inter-

national Religious Freedom (USCIRF), Mr. Leonard 

added that religious freedom was deteriorating and that 

President Bush needed to bring up these issues with the 

Prime Minister of Vietnam. 

Representatives called for US to place Vietnam back on 

the Country of Particular Concern list. 

KKF representatives also distribute pamphlets to the dis-

tinguished representatives at the press conference and spoke about Khmer Krom issues. 

Co-Chair Rep. Christ Smith and Rep. 

Loretta Sanchez 

 

Mrs. Sophia Richardson the Director of HRW in 

Washington DC and New York speaks about hu-

man rights. 

 

KKF Joins Advisory Conference Ahead  
of Vietnam PM Nguyen Tuan Dung Visit to USA  

COVER STORIES  
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UNPO Attends Khmer Krom Youth Conference in Philadelphia, US  
By Sofia Marn 

 

New York, 27 April 2008 - On Saturday, 26 April 2008, some hundred Khmer Krom gathered in a Khmer 

Krom temple in Philadelphia, US, to learn about the work of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth 

Committee (KKFYC), how to help the cause of the Khmer Krom people, and rediscover their roots, which was 

the theme for this year’s conference. 

 

KKFYC is an international youth organization created for 

the purpose of developing activities and programs to fulfill 

the mission of KKF, an indigenous organization represent-

ing millions of Khmer Krom people in the Mekong Delta of 

Vietnam. The KKFYC works in collaboration with mem-

bers of the KKF with the aim of helping the millions of 

voiceless Khmer Krom people in Kampuchea Krom 

achieve their long overdue basic human rights and funda-

mental freedoms. The Khmer Krom youth are dedicated 

individuals found across America, Australia, New Zealand, Cambodia, Canada, Europe, Vietnam and around 

the world, who are involved in a wide range of activities and initiatives to increase the international awareness 

and attention surrounding the plight of the KK people. 

 

A blessing dance performed by Khmer Krom youth marked the opening of the youth conference. The program 

also featured a Temponorum dance which was performed later on during the day. 

 

The Khmer Krom youth was addressed by a number of speakers including the KKF Chairman, Mr. To Kim 

Thong, who spoke about the importance of understanding and being proud 

of who the Khmer are. He said that this is particularly important for the 

Khmer Krom since the Vietnamese government has been and is still trying 

hard to deny the history of Khmer Krom. Throughout the generations Viet-

nam has imposed a mentality of fear among the Khmer Krom, pushing 

them into poverty and nurturing a mentality of subordination by denying 

them education, etc. In order for the Khmer Krom to make a difference it is 

important to break this circle, he said, and this is why the youth is so pow-

erful. 

 

KKF President, Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach continued, speaking about the 

KKF and the importance of an active youth since it shows the Vietnamese 

government that they have to struggle with the Khmer Krom for another 50 

years, after which their children will keep on with their work. In an effort 

to inspire confidence in the youth, Mr. Thach said that the French and the 

American never won over Vietnam because that land did not belong to nei-

ther of them, which is the same reason for which Vietnam will loose 

against the Khmer Krom; that land, the Mekong Delta in Vietnam, does not 

belong to the Vietnamese either. 

 

Dr. Joshua Cooper, Director of the Human Rights Institute of Hawaii addressed the youth on how to understand 

and use the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a tool to realize the hopes and dreams of the 

 

 

COVER STORIES  
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Khmer Krom, to ease the hardship of their brothers and sisters in Kampuchea Krom. Dr. Cooper said that im-

plementing the Declaration is not easy, that the Declaration is no guarantee at all, but people need to know what 

their rights are in order to be able to demand them. That is why it is so important to educate people on what 

their rights are. The Khmer Krom in Kampuchea Krom cannot speak that loud which is why it is so important 

that the people outside Kampuchea Krom talk even louder for them. 

 

After a delicious Khmer Krom lunch served in a tent outside the temple, KKFYC Officers updated the audience 

on their work. Afternoon speakers also included KKF Vice-President, Mr. Sereivuth Prak, who addressed the 

youth on International Affairs, and lobbying strategies, how to get international attention for the cause of the 

Khmer Krom; Secretary of Khmer Krom Buddhist Association, Ven. TT Dhammo, speaking about the Khmer 

Krom Buddhism in the 21st century; and KKFYC Advisor, Dr. Thach Chang, President of KKF Women, Mrs. 

Son Thi Nit and KKFYC Advisor, Mr. Son Hua addressing the youth on the Khmer Krom identity and how to 

preserve it. 

 

Source: http://www.unpo.org/content/view/8128/88/ 

COVER STORIES  

Madame Chair, 

 

Land is the soil in which we walk, live and breathe. Having lived on the Mekong Delta re-

gion for centuries, our people love harvesting our growing rice fields. We have lived in har-

mony with our rich land and natural resources. Vietnam armed with no knowledge or respect 

of the land has over the decades created canals which have destroyed our lands, channeling 

salt and changing the fundamental landscape of our land. 

 

The onset of climate change means that the rich fertile lands of the Mekong Delta will be 

submerged if the world’s temperature increases by only one degree. Not only will rich fertile lands disappear 

but millions of Khmer Krom people will be potentially displaced and deeper entrenched in poverty. 

 

Our homeland is the core of our human rights promotion and protection. Climate change drastically changes 

our living conditions and our ability to survive in the face of rising seas due to no actions of our own. 

 

In the low lying delta of the Mekong, climate change is causing increased flooding in the area. Already we are 

witnessing an increased alienation of our valuable water destroying our crops that we depend on for nutrition 

and maintaining our basic health. 

 

We are witnessing an ever increasing impact on our right to health. However, if policy and practices continue 

Special theme:  Climate Change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods:  
the stewardship role of indigenous peoples and new challenges 

 

Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

21 April– 2 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City 

 
Collective Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation 

Speaker: Ricky Tran 

 

KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 
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we will surely be struggling to exercise our right of self-determination as our homeland will be submerged. 

How can one inhabit a homeland that is underwater? Where will our people live? How can we leave our lands 

our ancestors have inhabited since time immemorial? We request concerted actions. The path of development 

by Vietnam since its invasion of our ancestral lands has damaged the environment as never before. We have a 

moral, collective duty to restore the natural state of nature in Kampuchea Krom. 

 

We would like to recommend the following: 

� Request the assistance of the Permanent Forum to initiate a dialogue between Vietnam and KKF to take 

immediate action to mitigate the climate change impacts on our indigenous community 

� Ask UNPFII to help initiate a consultation process on climate change between the Khmer Krom people 

and Vietnam to ensure indigenous peoples take an active role in policy development and dialogue. 

� Seek the help of UNESCO to create a publication that classifies the important biodiversity of Kampuchea 

Krom in our own indigenous language as a teaching tool for future generations that will serve as a catalyst 

for education. 

� In collaboration with UNDP, the Khmer experience and culture can shape future development that can 

combat the current impacts of climate change and initiate a model of sustainable development. . 

� Seek the help of UNDP, UNEP and WMO to establish an agency in Vietnam with access to the advanced 

weather technologies to give early warning to the extreme weather conditions focusing only on Mekong 

Delta, fully supported by the government and the international community 

� Ask UNICEF to help initiate projects which will help to distribute climate change information and aware-

ness, more importantly translate the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples document into 

their traditional language, Khmer and distributed to all areas and all people including the Khmer Krom 

children. Climate education holds the key for prevention and preparation for this terrifying phenomenon. 

� Seek the help of UNHABITAT to develop an effective system of providing aid to those who are in need 

when experiencing losses through the effect of climate change such as floods and typhoons. 

� Ask that UNEP assist in establishing a sustainable land management program to protect our livelihoods 

such as planting trees to control the flow of floodwater to avoid large amount of damages to the farmland, 

properties and food supplies. 

� Seek adequate technical and financial support from the international communities such UNDP and the 

World Bank in terms of establishing new agencies and organizations and implementing program and 

strategies. 

� Seek the help of UNEP to develop a flood protection strategy and assets management in place such as set-

ting up workshops on flood management, looking at various techniques and approaches to improve the 

management of floods and local preparedness to mitigate the negative effect. 

� Ask that Vietnam stop demanding that Khmer Krom blindly follow all their rules, regulations and policies 

without a feedback process or an opportunity for Khmer Krom farmers to participate in a constructive dia-

logue on sustainable development. . 

 

Madame Chair, climate change is a threat to our civilization and existence on this earth. In order to halt further 

damages to our natural land and resources, we must set aside our differences and work together. 

Vietnam says it is ready for the world when it announced that it is ready for human rights dialogue but is it 

really ready to participate in a genuine partnership to save our planet? 

 

COVER STORIES  KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 

History will have to record that the greatest tragedy of this period of social transition was 

not the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good people. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Madame Chair, 

 

We would like to say thank you to Vietnam and the other countries for taking the posi-

tive step of supporting the 13 September 2007 adoption of UN Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples. However, unlike many of our indigenous Native Ameri-

can and Native Canadian brothers and sisters, our people from Asia are not recognized 

at all. 

 

We believe unless such recognition occurs, our people will continue to be denied our 

basic fundamental freedoms as guaranteed under the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

the Indigenous Peoples. Already our rights are not realized. Future work will become irrelevant at the interna-

tional level and for each individual Khmer if we are not recognized. 

 

Taking advantage of the recent adoption of the UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we would like 

to request the help from the Permanent Forum and governments around the world to help set up an appropriate 

timeframe for which countries who has not yet recognized its indigenous people to do so. The adoption must 

not only be superficial but substantive in the daily lives of indigenous peoples. 

 

During Human Rights Council meeting last March, Vietnam announced that it was ready for human rights dia-

logue. For the last four years, we have affirmed the need of an open dialogue between Vietnam and the KKF on 

human rights at the Permanent Forum. Let us make a historic moment and start a human rights dialogue here 

today. 

 

We would like to contribute the following recommendation to the Permanent Forum in regards to this item: 

 

� Request the aid of the Permanent Forum to set up an open dialogue between Vietnam and KKF during a 

session on the Permanent Forum. 

� Through such interactions, we can begin to look at ways in which we can initiate the process of recognizing 

the Khmer Krom people and the Montagnard as indigenous peoples and explore effective mechanisms to 

ensure that they are included in free and informed decision making processes affecting Khmer communities. 

� Ask that Vietnam provides a detailed summary of specific policies or programs targeting Indigenous Peo-

ples that are currently taking place or proposed in their Five Year Socio-Economic Development Plan. 

� That a national education campaign is established in Khmer language about the MDGs as well as interna-

tional human rights instruments such as CEDAW, so our Khmer-Krom people are aware of their basic 

rights and able to be active participants. 

� That the consultation and implementation of such national plans are conducted under the principles of free, 

prior and informed consent with indigenous groups and local people to ensure that such programs do not 

destroy the ancestral lands and compromise our traditions 

� Request that the aid from the World Bank and IMF to allocate specific funds donated to Vietnam to create 

vocational programs in the local areas where millions of the indigenous Khmer Krom people who are living 

in the Mekong Delta. 

� Ask that Vietnam work in close collaboration in genuine partnership with specialized agencies and KKF 

Economic and Social Development 
Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

21 April– 2 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City 

 

Collective Statement by Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation 
Speaker: Sothy Kien 

KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 
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and the Montagnard Foundation to meet mutual objectives. 

� Seek a reversal of current trend of urbanization and Vietnamization. KKF ask that victims of the State’s  

failure or disastrous projects that result in contaminating land be immediately compensated to provide the 

basic living essentials and to halt the influx of Khmer Krom people being forced to move to other provinces 

to find employment. 

� Request the aid of FAO, ILO and Vietnam to help provide employment opportunities for many local Khmer 

Krom people who are now finding themselves landless as result of land confiscation by corporations and the 

country of Vietnam. 

� Ask that all special inter-agencies be open to workshops in Kampuchea Krom and where our people live in 

large diasporas around the world to allow for more effective partnership from indigenous organizations 

about policies and programs taking place in our homelands 

� Ask that Vietnam allows independent organizations to be formed to enable further social and cultural devel-

opment of indigenous peoples. 

� Ask for projects that will integrate the indigenous peoples into mainstream society be culturally appropriate 

and sensitive to their distinctive culture without eroding their sense of identity. 

� While Vietnam is recognized as Asia’s second fastest growing economy in recent years with GDP annually 

increasing over 8% and making 138.6 Billion USD in 2005, the rural areas where Khmer Krom people are 

living, does not have a proportional share of Vietnam’s social and economic progress. The KKF remain be-

hind as we are deemed backward by the Vietnam government. We demand to be equal partners for the eco-

nomic and social development of our homeland. 

 

We are particularly concern that the MDGs for indigenous peoples will not be met if Vietnam continues to un-

dermine the positive contribution of our work at the Permanent Forum. 

 

Thank you Madame Chair 

COVER STORIES  KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 

Madam Chair, 

 

Today Vietnam proudly tells the International community of its preoccupation of the 

ethnic minorities’ situations. Unfortunately, the recent human rights violations have 

been committed by the Vietnamese authorities toward the Indigenous Khmer Krom 

and Montagnard peoples raised serious concerns to the conscience of the world. 

 

As this is the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is im-

portant to grade its adoption and implementation. Unfortunately Vietnam is failing 

miserably. We will begin with the most recent heinous crimes and human rights 

abuses. 

 

Recently, the district Svay Tong in the province of Mouat Chrouk (renamed An Giang in Vietnamese) has 

been the scene of acts of terror. The source for Radio Free Asia reported that on April 8 this month, at around 

Human Rights  
Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

21 April– 2 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City 

 

Collective Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation 
Speaker: Romy Thach 
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2:20 in the morning, 10 Vietnamese police cars have forcibly entered into the town of Chau Laing. Some gun-

shots were fired by the police directly hitting 5 people. Among those injured were M. Chau Hen, and his wife, 

Mrs. Neang Phon. They were hit in the legs and have been refused medical care. The children of Mr. Chau 

Hen were found unconscious after a gas of unknown substance has been launched in their home. Mr. Chau 

Hen is part of a group of farmers-Khmer Krom who gathered to ask the Vietnamese authorities the reason why 

they pushed them to burn an important bridge used by farmers to reach their rice fields. According to Mrs Ne-

ang Phon interviewed by Radio Free Asia, the five Khmer Kroms who were shot have been refused of care by 

the closest hospital. 

 

At around 2:00PM, on April 11 2008, fifty Montagnard Christian believers held a peaceful and non-violent 

demonstration in the local Office of Ia Chia, a demonstration that has been repressed violently by the local po-

lice force. The popular protest pleaded the liberation of 3 Christian brothers Puih H'Bats, Kson Sims, and Rah-

lon Don,that had been jailed simply for sustaining their faith while refusing to join the Vietnamese government 

sanctioned church. Following this demonstration two more believers Kson Ien and Rahlan have been thrown in 

jail. This has lead to a chain reaction of protest throughout the central Highlands of Vietnam. 

 

Madam Chair, there are millions of the Indigenous Khmer Krom and the Montagnard people in Vietnam and 

we are already over halfway toward the deadline of the Millennium Development Goals. Unfortunately, the 

human rights situation and poverty of Khmer Krom and the Montagnard people has become worse. To achieve 

the development goals, Vietnam must recognize that the implementation of the Declaration of the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples is imperative. 

 

From a broader perspective, the recognition of indigenous peoples by governments around the world is a fun-

damental step forward. To organize and to cross this stage is a matter of utmost importance that requires the 

greatest attention and greatest efforts. 

 

We recommend in consequence to the Permanent Instance to lead a collaborative work with the states mem-

bers sanctioned by exact deadlines with benchmarks in order to set recognition of indigenous peoples such as 

Khmer Krom and Montagnard. 

 

Ask the UNPFII and respected members of PFII to insist Vietnam, as a member of a non-permanent members 

of the Security Council, to cooperate more fully with the United Nations’ Human Rights mechanisms and Spe-

cial Rapporteurs. It is unfortunate that none of them has received an invitation since 1998. The Vietnam should 

issue specials invitations to the United Nations Special Rapporteurs on issues of religious intolerance, torture, 

indigenous peoples, and arbitrary detention. 

 

To conclude, remember that last month, during the 7th session of the board of Human Rights in Geneva, Viet-

nam declared to be ready for a dialogue on the question of Human Rights. The Permanent Forum isn’t it an 

ideal opportunity to demonstrate this intent? Let’s begin now. We are ready and willing to share wisdom and 

work together for a future of human rights in the Asia region. 

COVER STORIES  KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 

The fundamental rights of [humanity] are, first: the right of habitation; second, the right to 

move freely; third, the right to the soil and subsoil, and to the use of it; fourth, the right of 

freedom of labor and of exchange; fifth, the right to justice; sixth, the right to live within a 

natural national organization; and seventh, the right to education. 

Albert Schweitzer 
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Land is our life, when you take our land you take our life. Today, landlessness is 

becoming a rampant issue, with many being forced to find other means of surviv-

als, majority of which are not traditional methods of survivals. Due to lack of 

Vietnam government financial support for the Khmer Krom, Montagnard, and 

other Indigenous Peoples, migration to the cities has increased. 

 

Lack of job opportunities, increase land confiscation, and failed crops have forced 

hundreds of thousands of Khmer Krom to migrate to Prey Nokor (Ho Chi Minh 

City) or across the border to Cambodia. As a result many fall into dangerous 

traps: sex trafficking rings and forced labor. 

For the last four years, since we have joined the forum, all we have heard from Vietnam is the denial of our 

positive contributions to the Permanent Forum. We thank Madame Chair’s immediate intervention and Special 

Rapporteur’s ongoing efforts to communicate with States-of-Concern on legitimate claims, and agree that it is 

time for Vietnam to do more than continue to deny our genuine voice of the indigenous peoples of Vietnam at 

the forum. 

 

We, members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation are here today be-

cause our people are not allowed to represent themselves in our respective homelands. If Vietnam does not 

want us to be here, then why is there not a single indigenous representative group from Vietnam here today? 

The State’s accusation that our information provided to the forum is falsified. Our interventions are facts as-

sembled by recognized reliable and independent sources such as on Human Rights Watch reports, and the US 

State Department Human Rights annual reports. 

 

The Vietnamese government has wrongfully accused KKF and MFI of being separatists in order to undermine 

our credibility, discourage the international community from supporting our organizations, and to convince the 

UN State Members to sit passively by while Vietnam annihilates us, the Khmer Krom people and the Degar 

people, who are the original occupants and indigenous peoples of these lands. All we have ever wanted is for 

the Vietnamese government to respect our rights as humans and as indigenous peoples, which their govern-

ment affirmed in articles 3 and 4 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

You the settlers accuse us of being separatists. How can we separate from our own homeland? We have never 

left our land. We are still here after all of the abuses. We are the evidence of the colonialism, not the problem. 

We would love to live in our homeland together with all people and work together for a better future in Kam-

puchea Krom for all future generations. 

 

However, we can't even get the government to begin the first step to meet. If they would meet we would pur-

chase our airfare to return and begin reconciliation. 

 

Vietnam says that our participation is a distraction to the Permanent Forum and governments around the world. 

This statement is really insulting and an illustration of the lack of respect we receive in our own homeland 

where we are despised by the officials. 

KKF Intervention on Vietnam Government Speech 
Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

21 April– 2 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City 

 

Collective Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation 
Speaker: Somalin Thach 
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Today, We ask for the support of our indigenous brothers and sisters of the world, government and UN agen-

cies to show to Vietnam that we are indeed making a positive contribution. 

 

Vietnam needs to commit more than just rhetoric and repeated statements, we need the dialogue, you Madam 

chair suggested. We are extended a hand of human rights, reconciliation and peace in our region of Asia to the 

Vietnam government. Will they accept a historic meeting this week or will we repeat this scenario again next 

year while more Khmer Krom’s lives worsen? 

 

Also ask Vietnam to extend an invitation to the UN special rapporteurs that focus on areas covered by the 

agenda of the UN PFII such as Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous 

Peoples, Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, Special Rapporteur on Health etc. 

 

Madame Chair, Forum Members, and the indigenous peoples of the world, I thank you for your support and 

solitary. 

COVER STORIES  KKF’s at the Seventh Session of the UNPFII 

Future Work  
Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

21 April– 2 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City 

 

Collective Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation 

Madame Chair, 

 

We are particularly encouraged by your response comment on Tuesday towards 

the statement made by Vietnam representative that, “the purpose of the permanent 

forum is to have indigenous people to be able to voice their concerns on any issues 

relating to people in their homeland.” 

 

In Vietnam there is growing evidence that the indigenous Khmer Krom and other 

indigenous peoples often bear the greatest burden of poverty. There are also social barriers that limit indigenous 

Khmer Krom and the Montagnard peoples the capacity to take an active role in decision-making through the 

local community. These include limited access to services, programs and lack of recognition and representation. 

For example, in Vietnam it is prohibited for people to stand up for their basic rights and/or form any social sup-

port organization. The KKF accumulates information from our homeland to present to the global community to 

protect our fellow Khmer Krom. 

 

Vietnam attends the UNPFII every year and also supported the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of In-

digenous Peoples. We Khmer Krom and Degar peoples are irrefutably indigenous people but yet Vietnam con-

tinues to deny our identity and our rights as the indigenous peoples. Vietnam needs to commit more than just 

rhetoric and repeated statements, we need the dialogue you Madam Chair suggested. We are extended a hand of 

human rights, reconciliation and peace in our region of Asia to the Vietnam government. Will they accept a his-

toric meeting this week or will we repeat this scenario again next year while more Khmer Krom’s lives worsen? 

 

In light of the forum’s future work, we would like to propose the following recommendations: 

 

� We seek the Permanent Forum to set a commission for the recognition of Indigenous people which should 

be invited by the Vietnamese Government. 
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� We request that Vietnam to have an open dialogue with our Khmer kampuchea-Krom Federation as a first 

step. 

� Request the help of the Permanent Forum members and Madame Chair to set up a series of meeting with 

Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Montagnard Foundation and the Vietnam government so that we may 

begin the process of identifying our indigenous peoples in their respective areas. Only through such dia-

logue can the needs of our indigenous peoples become visible and the achievement of the MDGs become a 

collaborative aspiration by all. 

 

Thank you. 

Khemara Thach 

 

The “Bon Sama Thieng” is to take place on key Buddhist days (or Thngay Seul in Khmer Krom): namely Thngay Penh 

Boe Ra Mey (Full Moon), Thngay Dach Khe (Religious Month End), Thngay Pram-Bey (or eighth) Keut, and Thngay 

Pram-Bey (or eighth) Rout, etc. 

 

I am not certain when this ceremony has begun in my village, however I am quite sure that it has started way before I was 

born in Phum Ta Loke Toh Tung, Srok Phno Dach, Khet Preah Treapang, Kampuchea Krom.  I am speaking in terms of 

the period of the 1980s, where living conditions of all Khmer Kroms were very destitute: economically, politically, and 

culturally.  It was also the years of the mock trial of Venerable Kim Toc Chon, Khmer Krom Head Monk in the province, 

where thousands of Khmer Krom were purged by the Vietnamese communists. 

 

Our local Buddhist temple is located among three Khmer Krom phums (villages): namely Phum Ta Loke Toh Tung, 

Phum Ta Loke Lech, and Phum Phno Krouch.  These three phums are the lay-people of this one temple (or in Khmer we 

term--the “Psok Jeung Wat”). 

 

In terms of conducting “Bon Sama Thieng”, each of these three phums (villages) doing the exact the same thing in their 

villages on these important religious days, however there is a slight difference in styles, such as Nea-ry Sot Tho (religious 

chanting by Khmer Krom ladies and women).  Sometimes we happened to conduct “Bon Sama Thieng” together at our 

Wat, and we recognized that some phum was chanting faster than the other.  However, in the end we managed to recon-

cile and went on with our ceremonies with no issue. 

 

Bon Sama Thieng is mostly conducted at one’s house. In order to carry out this ceremony at one’s house, a family needs 

to book with the village’s Bon Sama Thieng committee in advance.  During the ceremony, it requires the present of at 

least four Khmer Krom monks, Lok Achas, Bon Sama Thieng committee members, Lay-people, and Khmer Krom ladies 

(required to perform “nea-ry sot tho” or chanting).  “Nea-ry sot tho” in “Bon Sama Thieng” is a must.  The ceremony 

takes place from evening time until midnight. 

 

Being as a Khmer Krom child at the time, I found it as a fun night to meet friends and play Khmer Krom games and learn 

about our traditions.  To this day, I still have good memory of “nea-ry sot tho”—it reminds me of my childhood whenever 

I hear it now at our temple here. 

 

“Bon Sama Thieng” was certainly carrying the light-of-hopes and keeping up the good spirits to Khmer Krom villages at 

the time where everything seemed to lose its places, during the 1980s under the iron-fist regime of the communists Viet-

namese .  The repressive regime has confiscated all Khmer Kroms lands and properties and turned them into a communal 

community-living. Khmer Krom’s social and religious institutions have put under strict control of the State.  And Khmer 

Krom leadership was purged publicly by the Vietnamese authorities, as a scare tactics in the Khmer Krom community, 

namely the “staged” trial of Venerable Kim Toc Chon in Khet Preah Treapang (Tra Vinh province). 

“Bon Sama Thieng” in Phum Ta Loke Toh Tung, Srok Phno Dach, Khet Preah Treapang  

OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  
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Bon Sama Thieng is our traditions, at least in my village.  I found it as our public gathering, a religious worshipping, a 

fun and meaningful night for the poor Khmer Krom children like my friends and myself who had no other form of enter-

tainment.  Those years, only the Vietnamese neighbors had TVs and Khmer Krom families had nothing. 

 

Today, the good news is that “Bon Sama Thieng” is still being conducted in my phum Ta Loke Toh Tung, but there is 

one sad side of it all that there are no Khmer Krom nea-ry (or ladies) to perform “nea-ry sot tho” during the ceremony 

anymore, leaving to only the Khmer Krom elders to carry on the local traditions and the way-of-life. The real reason is 

that most of Khmer Krom young ladies have been leaving Khmer Krom hometowns to find work in the Vietnamese urban 

centers, and rarely coming back. 

 

My worries now are that “Bon Sama Thieng” might disappear one day if there are no elders to continue our traditions, 

and if Khmer Krom nea-ry (ladies) do not return to their hometowns.  I am very concerned that we might lose this impor-

tant piece of our traditions.  

Pro-Pael Mountain 

By Serey Chau 
 

If you travel to Mekong Delta and you cannot speak Khmer, you may not 

be able to find where the Pro-Pael Mountain is in the Mekong Delta. “Pro-

Peal” is a Khmer name of a Khmer-Krom Deity living on a highest moun-

tain (710 meters) in the Kra-Bao (renamed to Vietnamese as Tịnh Biên) 

district Mout-Chrouk (renamed Châu Đốc) province (the Mout-Chrouk 

province is now combined with the Ba-Rach (renamed Long Xuyên) to 

form An Giang province). This mountain is known as “Núi Cấm” in Viet-

namese or translated from the Vietnamese as Forbidden Mountain in Eng-

lish.  

 

I was born and grew up near the Pro-Pael Mountain. I heard so many amazing stories about this Mountain. Thus, 

I would like to share what I know about it. Hopefully, you would have a chance to visit it. 

 

I asked the elders in my area why our Khmer Krom people call this mountain as Pro-Pael Mountain, but the 

Vietnamese people call it as Forbidden Mountain. Pro-Pael does not mean “Cấm” in Vietnamese. This is the 

story that I heard from our Khmer-Krom elders: “once upon a time, every time our Khmer Krom people were 

facing a strange disease or drought, some of them saw in their dream that there is a Deity, called himself as 

“Pro-Pael” from the Mountain near their house, told  them how to find the herbs to treat that disease or told 

them to invite our Khmer Krom Buddhist Monks to conduct a ceremony and chant at a “special area”, then the 

rain would come. When our people did what they were told in their dream, the disease was cured or it rained. 

Since then, our Khmer Krom people call that mountain as Pro-Pael Mountain.” 

 

There are many superstitious stories about Pro-Pael Mountain. For example, when you go to that Mountain, you 

should not say anything bad or do something bad, because something bad may happen to you. The elders told 

me that, in the past, when they were living at that Mountain, if they said something, such as: they want to see a 

Tiger, and then suddenly, they would see a Tigers come straight to them and make them feel frighten.  

 

One of an elder Khmer Krom explained to me why the Vietnamese people call it as Forbidden Mountain: When 

some of the Vietnamese migrated from the North to live in the Mekong Delta, some of them came to live in this  

Pro-Pael Mountain in Kra-Bao dis-
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area and heard the Khmer Krom people told them that when they went to the Pro-Pael Mountain, they could not 

say anything bad or unlucky. The Vietnamese did not know what the Pro-Pael means and cannot translate it to 

Vietnamese, but they did hear the stories about the forbidden to say anything bad luck. Thus, they translated it to 

“Cấm” means “Forbidden” in Vietnamese. Since then, the Vietnamese people have called it as Forbidden Moun-

tain. 

 

This is what the Vietnamese explained: “A prince named Nguyen Anh, who later proclaimed himself the first 

emperor of the Nguyen Dynasty (1802-1945), sought refuge in the mountain from the Tay Son insurgents. Anh 

forbade anyone to come to the mountain; hence it was called "Forbidden Mountain". 

 

I personally disagree with this explanation because the Vietnamese King Nguyen Anh could not seek refuge in 

this Mountain. This is my explanation: King Nguyen Anh was born in 1762 and died in 1820. Before 1820, the 

Swai Ton and Kra Bao were still under the governed by the Khmer Krom which means, this area still belong to 

Cambodia Kingdom. Thus, King Nguyen Anh has no rights to forbid anyone to go to this Mountain because all 

the people living around that Mountain are Khmer Krom.  

 

I agreed with the explanation from our elder Khmer Krom because I used to experience some of the superstitious 

stories as follows: 

I still remember that during the early 1980, when we took the pictures in some of the area on the Pro-Pael Moun-

tain, we went to develop the pictures but we could not see anything in the pictures. Our Khmer Krom elders ex-

plained that those areas have supernatural power and also the places where the Deities lived. 

 

One time, I went with my relatives to visit this mountain. While we were climbing up this Mountain, I saw a 

ripen papaya. I picked it and shared it with other relatives to eat. After we ate and took a rest. We were able to 

find a way to climb up the Mountain. After half hour of climbing, we found out that we ended up at the same 

place where we ate the Papaya. Then, we realized that we were lost. My Aunt started to realize that it was be-

cause we ate the Papaya without asking the Deity of this Mountain for permission to eat it, even though the Pa-

paya did not belong to anyone. But it did belong to this Mountain. We all started to pray for forgiveness. After 

praying, we started climbing again and then we found the way to climb up to the destination that we wanted to 

go. This is a story that I will never forget. 

 

The living of our Khmer Krom also depended on this Mountain. Our Khmer Krom used to go to this Mountain 

to find woods, planting fruits, etc. This Mountain used to belong to no one. Now, the Vietnamese government 

controls it. Most parts of this Mountain are now owned by the Vietnamese or by the Vietnamese tourism Com-

panies. Because the climate is cool all year round, the Vietnamese government now tries to make it as a tourist 

place just like a famous tourist place in central Vietnam, called “Đà Lạt”. The Indigenous Khmer Krom Peoples 

who are the owners of this Mountain gain nothing from this tourism business. Moreover, some of the sacred 

places in this Mountain that the Khmer Krom used to pray are now used as the tourist attraction. 

  

When you visit this Mountain and if you can, please spend a minute to pay respect to Pro-Pael Deity that the 

Khmer Krom people always respect.  

OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  

If you add a little to a little, and then do it again, soon that little shall be much.  

Hesiod  
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Vietnam Failed to Silence Khmer Krom at UNPFII 

By Sophac Thach 

 

From April 22 to May 2, 2008, the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) and the Khmer Kampuchea-

Krom Youth delegations once again participated for the fifth time at the United Nations Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). 

 

Over 3,000 participants representing Governments, Agencies, and Indigenous Delegations travelling from all 

around the globe attended this two weeks session of the UNPFII. 

 

For the Indigenous peoples, the two weeks session provided them with the opportunity to raise concerns to 

the international community on behalf of the voiceless people in their homelands. 

 

For the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples represented by KKF, the session on April 29 this year certainly 

marked a historic moment when a Vietnam representative, Mr. Pham Hai Anh, shocked the forum with his 

response to the speeches made by our delegations.  In his response he mentioned that, “We strongly object to 

the participation of the KKF who are based outside Vietnam and try to claim representation. The information 

provided cannot be seen as objective and relevant.” For the past years, Vietnam representative continues to 

accuse KKF as a separatist group because Vietnam does not want to see KKF to present Khmer-Krom’s is-

sues at the UN forum. 

 

In his response, he also mentioned that, “the participation [of KKF and the Montagnard Foundation] only cre-

ates distraction that could have been offered to indigenous peoples around the world, PFII members.” After 

many years of denying that the Khmer-Krom people are the Indigenous Peoples of Mekong Delta, Vietnam 

continues to use its communist approach and its one way policy to silence our delegations. Imagine that, our 

Khmer-Krom people are at the UN forum and Vietnam tries to silence our people. This explains why the 

Vietnamese Communist government has arrested, defrocked, and imprisoned our Khmer-Krom Buddhist 

monks who bravely stood up to demand their rights to practice our religion back home. 

 

At the forum this year, Vietnam is the only country that have signed the adoption of the UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, but Vietnam refuses to recognize that the Khmer-Krom and the Montag-

nard people are the Indigenous peoples in its country. Forum Chairwoman, Mrs. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, re-

sponded to the Vietnam representative after he had insulted the KKF and the Montagnard organization as the 

separatist groups that presented the inaccurate information to the Forum, “acknowledging that representatives 

from other Vietnamese groups had in years past participated in the Forum, said she encouraged that type of 

participation.  It was understood that, because the speakers from the KKF and the Montagnard organization 

were based here in the United States, there were limits on how representative their statements could be.” 

 

The KKF is the only Organization that is able to bring the reality of the Khmer-Krom’s issues to the world 

community.  If our organization is not present at the United Nations to raise our peoples’ concerns, then who 

else would represent our people? Without the participant of KKF at the UNPFII, the issues that our people 

have been facing would still be hidden behind the iron curtain of the Vietnamese Communist Government. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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KKF Attends Democracy Service Medal Ceremony to Ambassador Max Kampelman 

By Lenny Thach and Hoang Duong   

 

Three members from the Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF), Mr. 

Prak Sereivuth, Mr. Thach Lenny, and Mr. Duong Hoang, were honored to 

be invited by the National Endowment for Democracy to attend the Banquet 

Reception during the presentation of the Democracy Service Medal to Am-

bassador Max Kampelman at the Diplomatic Reception Rooms of the U.S. 

State Department in Washington, DC on Thursday, May 22, 2008 from 5:00 

PM to 7:00 PM. 

 

There were about 200 guests who attended that special event, among them 

were high ranking U.S. Government officials, diplomats, members of the 

U.S. Congress, and other foreign dignitaries. Below is a partial list of these 

VIP guests: 

 

� The Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman, U.S. Senator 

� The Honorable Howard Berman, U.S. Congressman 

� The Honorable Josh Bolten, White House Chief-of-Staff 

� The Honorable John D. Negroponte, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 

� The Honorable Paula J. Dobriansky, U.S. Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs 

� The Honorable Richard Solomon, Former U.S. Assistant 

� Secretary of State on East Asia and Pacific Affairs during President George H.W. Bush's Administration 

(1989-1992) 

� The Honorable James Hadley Billington, Librarian of the U.S. Congress 

� The Honorable Vin Weber, Chairman of the National Endowment for Democracy 

� The Honorable Carl Gershman, President of the National Endowment for Democracy 

 

During this banquet reception, the three KKF members, Sereivuth, Lenny, 

and Hoang, were able to mention briefly to some of these American govern-

ment officials about the current situation of the Khmer Krom people who 

live under the oppression of the Communist regime of Vietnam in the Me-

kong River Delta. 

 

The KKF representatives told the officials that the Khmer Krom people 

used to serve bravely, courageously, and loyally with the U.S. Special 

Forces in numerous top classified operations behind the lines of the Viet-

cong and the North Vietnamese troops 

along the Ho Chi Minh trails in Laos 

and in Cambodia. From the fall of Sai-

gon in April 1975 until today, the Com-

munist Vietnamese Government still keeps slaughtering us to seek revenges 

for our close collaboration and loyalty with the U.S. Green Berets during the 

war. 

 

These American dignitaries expressed their sympathy for the tragedy of the 

Khmer Krom people and some of them told the KKF representatives that they 

will take a close look into the case. 

Left: Prak Sereivuth, Thach Lenny, 

Ambassador Max Kampelman, and 

Duong Hoang  

 

Left: Thach Lenny, Duong Hoang, The 

Honorable Paula Dobriansky, U.S. Under 

Secretary of State for Democracy and 

Global Affairs  

 

From Left: Duong Hoang, Mr. Carl 

Gershman, President of the National 

Endowment for Democracy, Prak Serei-

vuth and Thach Lenny 
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United Nations’ Initiatives on Urban Indigenous Peoples and Migration  
and What It Means for indigenous Khmer Kroms 

By Jeffery Kim 

Most Khmer-Kroms have now loss most of  their livelihood 

on farming and fishing due to landlessness and poverty.  

Many either work in their town as slave labor to their Viet-

namese’ employers or migrate to Vietnamese-concentrated 

urban centers in search of employment.  Many Khmer-

Kroms have unknowingly gone to work in the city centers with no legal protection from all kind of abuses.  With 

little education and skills of Vietnamese language, the Khmer Kroms venture into the unknown.  Many cases of 

abuses, even killings on the job for Khmer-Kroms have gone cold, with no legal ramification for the greedy 

bosses. 

 

During this year’s Forum on the Indigenous Issues, the UN-HABITAT had brought to the Forum’s attention that 

there was  “the Expert Group Meeting on Urban Indigenous People and Migration, co-organized by UN-

HABITAT and the Secretariat of the UNPFII, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Inter-

national Organization for Migration, and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, held 

in Santiago, Chile in March 2007, which decided on a number of recommendations to the co-organizing  agen-

cies and the wider UN system.”  These recommendations were also ratified by the UNPFII at its 6th session last 

year. 

 

The Santiago Meeting invited UN-HABITAT and the co-organizing agencies to elaborate policy guidelines for 

governments and local authorities to assist in the development of public policies related to challenges faced by 

indigenous peoples such as the Khmer Kroms in towns and cities.  The experts identified a number of areas and 

issues to be addressed by these guidelines, including employment, education, health, housing, and migration and 

population dynamics. 

 

These guidelines aim to assist national governments and local authorities to more effectively realize the rights of 

indigenous peoples in towns and cities, in the context of accelerated migration.  The guidelines are expected to 

serve as a tool which can contribute to the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-

ples, adopted by the United Nations during its 62nd session whereby Vietnam is a signatory of the Declaration.  

Vietnam’s ratification of the Declaration must bear fruits in the face of indigenous Khmer-Kroms currently liv-

ing on their homeland, the Mekong delta. 

 

At the Group’s 2007 Annual Meeting UN-HABITAT was called on to coordinate of the initiative.  During the 

first week of this year’s Forum, initial consultations were held with Forum Members and Secretariat, as well as 

with UN agencies on the Policy Guide Initiative.  The consultations have stressed the importance of ensuring 

the participation of indigenous peoples, their representatives and institutions throughout this process, to ensure 

the relevance and applicability of the Policy Guide on the ground. 

 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and UN-HABITAT are undertaking a review of poli-

cies, programmes, and practices relevant to the improvement of indigenous peoples’ living conditions in urban 

areas such as for most Khmer-Kroms today who work and live in Prey Nokor city (or Saigon in Vietnamese). 

 

This Policy Guide, currently in daft form, will assist governments in the progressive realization of the right to 

adequate housing – a right denied to many indigenous peoples in numerous cities around the world.  As in our 

case Khmer-Kroms have been denied adequate housing and social programmes living in the Prey Nokor (or Sai-

gon) city today.  As the consequences, many Khmer-Kroms face many challenges while moving to urban centers 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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in search of employment, such as leaving behind their children for the grandparents to look after—lead to high rate 

of school-dropouts, injuries on the job with no accessible healthcare, their minimum-wage earnings to face high-

rate rental of urban housing,  and their lack of Vietnamese language skills and lack of State’s labor law which lead 

to abuses committed by their employers. 

 

The Policy Guide will be presented at the World Urban Forum 4, to be held 3-7 November 2008 in Nanjing, China, 

and the Indigenous Peoples’ issues will be addressed in particular events.  As indigenous Khmer-Kroms in the Me-

kong delta, we seek that government of Vietnam to join the upcoming World Urban Forum 4, and to bring home 

concrete social programmes to the many helpless Khmer-Kroms who now have made cities as their new home.  

Social programmes such as Khmer-Krom language schools, Khmer Krom’s religious and cultural centers, employ-

ment centers and healthcare centers are to be provided Khmer-Krom. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Reflection on KKF 8th World Conference 
By Hoang Duong 

 

Denver, Colorado is located in the Southwest of the United States, and is surrounded by rocky mountains with an at-

tractive terrain scenic. Our delegates and compatriots coming from all over the U.S. and Canada attending the KKF 

World Conference experienced the warmest welcome by our Khmer-Krom community living in Denver. 

 

In addition, this year (2008) the KKF Organization has taken this opportunity to arrange the three days KKF World 

Conference from 6 - 8 June and very pleased to be sponsored by the local community of the Khmer-Krom people in 

Denver.  Our people have adopted the democracy system which is all about KKF members having the rights and 

equal opportunity to serve our people as well as to be re-elected as the new KKF Board of Directors (BOD) for the 

next four years. 

 

Based on the KKF Organization and By Law in the U.S. the implementation of KKF is exclusively with the KKF 

members and Khmer-Krom people around the world. KKF has many different support systems and its leaders are 

well recognized by the Khmer-Krom people around the world.  Furthermore, the KKF leaders are the individuals who 

dedicate a huge proportion of their time to help the overcoming of human rights violations back home in Kampuchea 

Krom.  The objective of KKF is to bring justice to the Khmer-Krom people in Kampuchea Krom, put an end to the 

human rights violations, farmlands confiscation, and the religious oppression from the Vietnam Communist regime, 

where the Khmer-Krom monks are remaining in jail for expressing their religious beliefs in the Soc Trang (Kleang) 

and An Giang (Mout Chrout) provinces. 

 

During the three days World Conference; Day 1: KKF nominated their members from different KKF Chapters from 

the U.S. and Canada; Day 2: the KKF re-elected our new BoD with most enthusiasm of KKF members casting their 

votes, and then announced the new BoD with majority votes and had the most overwhelming ceremony blessed by 

respectful Venerable (name unknown) in Denver around 15:00 hours of local time at the Holiday Inn in the City of 

Golden, Colorado. Day 3: KKF gathered at the Khmer-Krom Temple to celebrate, went through the agenda, planned 

and set goals to be execute within the next four years.  

 

Among the distinguish guests and special participants, there was Dr. Cooper, director of Human Rights Institute of 

Hawaii, most respects Venerable Thach Berong, Dhammo Thach Truong, and the KKF constituency from the U.S. 

and Canada. 

 

I personally want to thank the Khmer-Krom people in Denver, Colorado who have opened their arms to welcome all 

of the KKF World Conference attendees. These individuals had been working hard to serve our leaders and I admire 

their tremendous contribution to the pathway to freedom. 

EDUCATION  
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By Romy Thach 
 
I had the pleasure this year to meet up with my fellow-countrymen Khmer-Krom in Phila-
delphia and New York on the occasion of the UNPFII. Compared to last year, one more 
motivation made me come: the will to see my relatives, my fellows, who one year ago, 
kindly welcomed us, fed us, took care of us as if we were their own family. I would like to 
thank them again and again. I would also like to express my gratitude to our fellows who 
helped us with money foundation. Nothing would have been possible without their help.  
 
This year, more than 3000 people took part in the Permanent Forum. This is the first ses-
sion since the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations. There were many indigenous delegations at the fo-

rum, who claimed for the implementation of their rights on this declaration.  
I was then surprised that very few delegations spoke into the microphone to ask for the recognition of their 
people as Indigenous People by the governments which runs their country. Most of them today still have not 
taken the plunge. We must then do it ourselves. That is why, we asked Vietnam, like every year, to have talks, 
which is the main goal of this Permanent Forum.  
  
At the close of item 5 “Human Rights” in April 29th 2008, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, the Special Reporter on Hu-
man Rights, said: 
"One of the most important mechanisms to our goal is the presentation of our complaints, accusations and 
affirmations upon the situation of Indigenous People. The international community could not be aware of this 
situation without this opportunity, because there would be too many filters that would prevent these kinds of 
affirmations from circulating. Some governmental delegations have rejected the accusations they have been 
directly confronted with, in both the Forum and the Human Rights Council. However, the Forum would be the 
place where groups, which made these accusations, can talk. " 
 
Maybe it was just a coincidence but, earlier in the same day, the representative of Vietnam flatly refused the 
participation of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation in the Permanent Forum, denying all the alarming 
facts that we were reporting. Their poor speech had revealed unexpected weaknesses.  
 
That day Vietnam answered, I was happy to be at the heart of the action, where the interaction with Vietnam 
proved again that we have the right to be here. In the afternoon, we spent our free time near the cafeteria 
where discussions started. The points, the words of our opponent were reviewed. Information was spread 
through Internet and, little by little, we were receiving comments from our friends all around the globe. The 
following day, on the occasion of item 8 « Future Works », Somalin THACH and Sophac THACH spoke. De-
spite the worries of the day, answers were given to Vietnam. Then, at the end of the afternoon, Vietnam re-
plied with the same speech trying to justify the previous comments about our participation in the Forum by 
saying that we were not respecting the agenda of the Forum. The following day, the President of the Perma-
nent Forum emphasized in an indirect answer that the principle of self-determination was not about pushing 
Indigenous Peoples to break the rules, but rather about the marginalization of the aforementioned peoples in 
their own country. She reminded the importance of keeping up a good dialogue between participants, refer-
ring to the Declaration as a framework.  
 
This is quite satisfactory. The few indirect exchanges between the KKF and the representative of the govern-
ment of Vietnam aroused interest and reactions. Participants at all levels in the Permanent Forum listened, 
judged and answered and that is something that Vietnam is afraid of. Despite our lack of experience, our eld-
ers helped and guided us and I think we got good results. I just wish to report those few intense moments that 
I had experienced at the Forum because I believe they are very exciting! Seeing these results, I hope there will 
be more young people in the future wanting to join our peaceful but intense struggle.  

Report regarding the 7th session of the UNPFII, April 21st – May 2nd 2008 

EDUCATION  KHMER KROM YOUTH EXPERIENCE AT THE UNPFII   
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UNPFII Experience  
By Somalin Thach 

 

This was my first time at the United Nations.  My experience at the UN was like a 

kid going on an exciting and adventurous field-trip.  Before I really entered the UN, 

first I journey through a tightly secured entrance inside an enormous tent.  The secu-

rities checked me just like when I went through the check point at the airport. 

 

Then I met one of the security guards who handed me a temporary pass after he 

checked my letter of invitation and ID.  Inside the UN there are all kinds of peoples 

from all over the world dressed in their own cultural outfits. Surprisingly there are the 

Indigenous people of Cambodia the Pnong.  They looked a bit lost and confused, 

however they were friendly people. Then I met a very nice group of Indigenous people of Thailand.  I got to 

know them pretty well, and took many pictures with them.  The Mon is mainly Buddhist.  Their alphabets are 

very similar to Khmer and when they started to speak, they sounded like Khmer then their sentence ended 

more very like the Pnong, very strong mountainous accent.  I thought they have pretty cute accent.  From my 

understanding, next year the Mon People will join hands with us and form one Common Group of Indigenous 

Peoples. I already foresee the successful outcome of our effort. “Chey Yo Khmer Krom!” 

 

I attended the Seventh Session of the United Nation Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII).  The 

first week focus topic was Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change.  I learned a lot from just listening to the 

opening speeches that were presented by the Chairwoman and her delegates.  There are so many ways that cli-

mate change can negatively impact the Indigenous peoples all around the globe. To name a couple from the 

top of my head are: 

 

1. Bio-fuel will cause a rise in the climate due to increase in pollution and at the same time affect the 

Indigenous in means of increase in poverty by forcing the farmers to focus on producing Bio-fuel crop 

such as corn and decrease production of rice. Rice feeds people and corn feeds machinery.  More ma-

chinery more pollution and more bio-fuel needed less land for rice, which could lead to inflation of the 

price of grains and therefore less food for people means more hunger, and hunger is part of poverty. 

 

2. More pollution leads to increase in the earth’s temperature.  According to scientist, just one degree 

change in temperature can lead to melting of snow on the mountain top and can lead to the melting of 

the Arctic.  Melting of ice and snow will lead to increase in floods and can even lead to a Tsunami.  

Imagine if water level were to rise in the Mekong Delta. Salt water and fresh water will mix and the 

effect will be that farmers, which are mainly the Khmer-Krom, will no longer able to grow rice. As you 

might know, you can not grow rice in salt water. And if Khmer-Krom people cannot grow rice, they 

will not have enough to eat and that could lead to poverty.   It is all a chain reaction. There are so many 

effects that climate change can negatively impact on Indigenous Peoples, to learn more please visit: 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/climate_change.html   

 

It was a huge learning curve for me attending this special forum.  It took a good few hours for me to catch onto 

what’s happening in the forum.  There is factual information everywhere to help you to participate and under-

stand the importance of the forum.  The first day I was told to mainly observe.  Of course I could only observe, 

I had no clue who was speaking and I did not know the acronyms and terminologies of the Human Rights 

field.  I was very uncomfortable outside of my Science field.  I sat at the very top of the conference room and 

could barely see and hear what was going on in the podium or the stage.  After about 3 agencies had spoken; I 

 

KHMER KROM YOUTH EXPERIENCE AT THE UNPFII   
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finally asked Sothy “Is the role of an agency like a middleman?  She answered “Somewhat like that...” And she 

explained to me that an agency is like our helper.  Different agencies have different roles of helping the Indige-

nous Peoples.  We just have to find the right agencies that could help us get our sad stories across to the Viet-

nam Government through the help of the United Nations.  Like a kid I was proud of myself to somewhat fig-

ured out what an agency does.  After four hours of sitting, listening and observing I was exhausted.  And this 

was only the first Day of my field-trip. 

 

The first week I asked lots of questions.  However everyone was so kind and was once in my shoes that they 

were very patience with me and answered all my questions, although they were very busy trying to wrap up 

speeches for the forum and prepping for the 2008 Khmer Krom Youth Conference.  I learned that the KKF 

really need lots of support.  I admire everyone who attended the forum, especially phu Thach and phu Serey-

vuth.  It takes a lot of sacrifices and devotions for one person to attend the forum. Money and time is not com-

parable to the true and pure love and dedication of wanting not for one’s own identity to be forgotten that 

makes people come together and speak out in the forum. 

 

Next year I hope we will get more support. You do not have to have lots of money or lots of education to help 

out. For example, this year we lack photographers, drivers, editors, and helpers in the forum. Whatever skills or 

knowledge you have, just bring them. The rest is all from your heart and the love for your country. “Chey Yo 

Khmer Krom!” 

KHMER KROM YOUTH EXPERIENCE AT THE UNPFII   EDUCATION  

Sophac Thach 

 

For the second time, I had the opportunity to participate in the Seventh Session at 

the United Nation of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) during 

the week of April 28th 2008. 

 

It was a remarkably exciting week in which I had the chance to meet many elders 

and youth members from different parts of the world once again. I also got the 

chance to meet new youth members. 

 

It was amazing how little effort one can contribute to this worthy cause could in-

spire so many people. During our stay in Philadelphia and New York City, the 

Khmer Krom families there welcomed us with open arms. I can never thank them enough for their generosity 

in supporting our youth teams and for funding our stay through the two-week conference at New York City. 

 

In this year’s conference, it was certainly a stepping stone for me where I was exposed to something that I 

have never imagined before. In the week of April 28th, some of our youth leaders like Serey Chau and Sothy 

Kien were not able to continue their participation into the second week conference because of work related 

matters and other responsibilities. 

 

Attending the UNPFII without our youth leaders was quite a scary experience. At the last year’s conference, 

with the participation of our youth leaders leading the way, it seems like I did not have to worry about any-

UNPFII Experience  
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thing because I knew that I could depend on them. This year, it was quite different because we had to reor-

ganize the work for all youth members and assigned task between ourselves in order to get the work done. 

 

For the first time this year, I had the opportunity to present the speech on Future Work to the Permanent Fo-

rum. I was quite nervous when presenting the speech, but I did what I had to do, and I was glad that I man-

aged to get through it.  

 

With the helping hands of our team members like our team leaders from Canada, Jeffery Kim, Romy Thach 

from France, as well as, Somaly Thach, Cathy To and of course our Khmer-Kampuchea Krom Federation 

President, Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach an Dr. Joshua Cooper, with their big contributions, we managed to get 

through the week successfully. 

 

It was very inspiring to see the youths from all around the globe managed to come together and able to work 

with one another in fighting for a worthwhile cause, even though some of us have just met for the first time. 

This kind of relationship and bond certainly proofs that the Khmer Krom people are one big family no matter 

where we are in the world. We will always stand by each other when it comes to fighting for our people’s 

rights. With everyone contributing a little bit of their time, we can help raise awareness and help bring the re-

ality of our peoples’ lives to the international community. 

 

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of the people in our homeland. 
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By Raksa Kim 

 
Vietnam is a member state of the United Nations. To become a member state, the country has to accept the ob-

ligations stated in the United Nations Charter. Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung was interviewed by a London 

reporter during his trip to England from the 3rd-6th March of this year and had alleged that Vietnam do not ar-

rest people illegally, it only arrests people who have violated Vietnam law and the world cannot impose the 

International Human Rights law into Vietnam law because Vietnam has its own law. That sounds very silly 

considering Vietnam is a member of the United Nations and has adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. It has defeated its purpose of being a member of the United Nations. It seems like Vietnam does not 

know what it means to be a member and does not know its role or purpose of being part of the UN. Or maybe 

being a member of the United Nations is only a cover up to deceive the world that Vietnam is a country in 

which respect Human rights.  

 

Vietnam has violated the International Human Rights Law many times and many of these cases are not known 

to the world. February 2007 Vietnam authorities arrested, defrocked and imprisoned a number of monks after 

attending a peaceful demonstration to demand the rights to freely practice Khmer Buddhist religion. This is a 

clear violation of article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which is on religious freedom. 

 

Article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been violated by Vietnam once again which says 

that “Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others” and that “No one shall  

Vietnam Law versus International Law 
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be arbitrarily deprived of his property”.  There are many farmland confiscation cases stretching from as late as 

1978 to 2008.  

In 1978 Vietnam authorities had confiscated thousands of hectares of Khmer-Krom’s farmland from its rightful 

owners without giving any reason for why they were doing so. Up to date, there has been no solution to this hu-

man rights violation. There have been many demonstrations by the Khmer-Krom citizens who have lost their 

farmland, demanding their farmland back so that they can make a living out of it. But the demonstrations have 

had no impact, the farmlands have not been returned and the authorities have not said whether they will return 

those farmlands or when they will return those farmlands.  

 

Mrs. Ly Thi Huong from Kleang who have had her farmland confiscated eighteen years ago in 1990 and not yet 

receive her farmland back said that from 1990 since the farmland confiscation there were fifteen men armed 

with guns appeared on the farmland everyday and fired guns to keep the owners away from the farmland. Mrs. 

Ly Thi Huong also said that earlier this year another two hectares of farmlands were confiscated by the Viet-

nam authority and had distributed those farmlands to the Vietnamese citizens and had burned down her house. 

 

To attain its purposes, late 1948 the United Nations had adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

which is a common principle for all peoples and all nations. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights con-

tains thirty articles in which clearly states all the rights human beings are entitled to. Many of these articles 

have been violated by Vietnam. 

 

It is true that Vietnam has its own law just like many other countries in the world, but its law must align with 

the International Laws. An obligation stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is that all Member 

State must conform to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Therefore the Universal Declaration of Hu-

man Rights which is an Intentional Law must be complied by Vietnam as it is obliged by the UN Charter.  

 

As a member of the United Nations, Vietnam agrees with the purposes and the laws adopted by the United Na-

tions Assembly. Therefore Vietnam cannot say that the world cannot impose the International Human Rights 

Law into the Vietnam law. If the Vietnam law violates the International Human Rights Law, then of course the 

world can impose the International Law on to Vietnam especially as it is a member of the United Nations in 

which have adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

By Venerable Indapañño 

Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Sammāsambudhassa  

Veneration to the Exalted One, the Homage-Worthy, the Perfectly Self-Enlightened. 

 

The Purnami or full-moon day of the month of Visākha is connected with three crucial events in the life of the 

Buddha—birth, enlightenment and Parinibbāna (death). It is the most sacred day in the Buddhist calendar. Ac-

cording to the Theravāda Buddhism, the Buddha’s Parinibbāna took place in 544 B.C.E.Though the different 

schools of Buddhism have their independent systems of chronology, they have approved to consider the full-

moon day of Visākha to be the anniversary of our Lord Buddha. In each case, these events occurred in the full-

moon day in May, when the moon is in the Visākha asterism, which is why the day we call Visākha Pujā. 

Visākha Pujā Day (Vesak Bochea)  
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The main events of the Buddha’s life are well known. He was the son of a minor ruler, King Sudhodana of 

Kapilavatthu, brought up in luxury, married Yasodharā, had a son, Rahūla, and led a sheltered life where the 

world’s miseries were concealed. In that period, he faced the four occasions or sights, in shock, he had adopted 

the traditional way of the seekers of religious truth. After his renouncement from the worldly life, six years, he 

struggled relentlessly trying to find the knowledge of truth. One night toward the dawn his understanding 

opened and he attained enlightenment. During his ministry of 45 years, he traveled from place to place, touched 

the lives of hundreds, high and low, princes and peasants. They all came under the spell of his great personality. 

He taught for forty-five years the beauty of charity and the joy of renunciation (civil liberty), the need for sim-

plicity and equality (human rights). 

 

At the age of eighty he was on his journey to Kusinagara, the town in which he passed into Parinirvāna.  

 

Regarding to this important commemoration to our Great Master in particular, Khmer Krom people, who are 

traditionally the upholder of Theravāda Buddhism, more than thousands of years of history, and originally re-

side along the Mekong delta, or present day South Vietnam, the territory which forcefully and politically cap-

tured by the Vietnamese. Khmer Krom people as well have their own way of celebrating in remembering the 

Worldly Honored One, the Buddha, as well as similar to the Buddhists around the world to hold the function in 

general.  

 

Every year when this vital day comes around again, Khmer Krom Buddhists from all walks of life take the op-

portunity to pay their homage to the Buddha as a means of expressing gratitude for his great compassion to the 

world. For the entire day, they all look very joyful and tireless to gather around the temple by bringing the four 

essentials (Catupaccaya) to present to the Sangha along with these, flowers, candles, and incense also has been 

offered respectfully in place of the Buddha’s statue in the main chapel (Vihāra). In the evening they participate 

in the candle lit procession that circles the Vihāra three times. In the procession, each person carries flowers, 

three incense sticks and a lighted candle in remembrance of the Triple Gem’s virtues. 

 

 At night time, they devote their time by listening the dharma on how to make righteousness or wholesome ac-

tion in a skillful means by performing such things as practicing generosity, undertaking the five precepts and 

the way that leads a peaceful life without interfering other’s affair in this world and hereafter which delivered 

by monks and later in accompany with the sangha, they are reciting the poem dhamma that described the life of 

the Buddha and his goodness too. 

 

Because of space, I could not narrate you further, in short from the story of the Buddha; we might have gained a 

lot of benefits which pointed out by him. In order to make our life perfectly fruitful, first we have to build our 

interest (Attattha) and the next is the given service for others (Paratattha) that requires us to fulfill. As we know 

that from his birth to enlightenment till his final day, our Lord Buddha has set a path for us as Khmer Krom to 

follow attentively and put his noble teaching into practice so as to put forward the basic of living and freedom 

(Santibhāb) to our unfortunate compatriots, we must exercise restraint the most (Khantī). 
 

Movement by movement, we move together in one mind, we will reach our end. In fact, we are all Khmer 

Krom true Buddhists since we have taken refuge in the Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha so do not terrify that we 

are vagrant; the light of the Triple Gem will protect and guide us. Legitimately speaking, we are Landlord must 

deserve most privileges as prescribed by the International Law as indigenous people. 

EDUCATION  
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PasaExµr                     Khmer Language  
KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

by: Samnang Kien 

emeronTI 5 – Lesson 5 

If you want to know how to speak, read and write well in Cambodian language, the first step, you have to 

know the 33 consonants, 24 dependent vowels and15 independent vowels. After that, you will learn a bout the 

spelling word, it can help to clarify the pronunciation. 

Pronouns 

Cambodian language has a lot number of pronouns than English. The appropriate word depends upon the sex 

and relative status of the speakers. Cambodian frequently avoid using the word “you” and instead address a 

person directly by their name or even as “older brother/sister” or “ younger brother/sister”. 
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