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PrefacePrefacePrefacePreface    
The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) is proud to release the fourth edi-

tion of our Youth Voices! publication. 

With this fourth edition of our youth magazine, we hope to rediscover our Khmer-Krom roots and identity 

even further.  History, language, beliefs, traditions, and customs are all very essential elements of our identity. 

Without these, our Khmer-Krom people will racially face a slow elimination on our own ancestral lands. 

In our homeland, Kampuchea-Krom (Mekong Delta), under the Vietnamese domination, many Khmer-Krom 

children have been growing up with no chance to learn our true identity.  Khmer-Krom youths and elders have 

been resorting to secretly learn our history and things regarding to our identity from our parents, relatives, 

Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks and teachers.  Heavy consequences, our Khmer-Krom people have to face if we 

ever get caught teaching and/or learning about our own Khmer-Krom history.  For examples, many of our 

monks today have been arrested and imprisoned by the Vietnamese authorities for simply teaching Khmer-

Krom history to Khmer-Krom students. 

We, Khmer-Krom overseas, have the moral duties to resist this outlaw - the so-called “cultural genocide” in 

our homeland by openly talk and study about our identity again.  It is our fundamental rights, which is en-

shrined in the Charters of the United Nations that Khmer-Krom people maintain our identity and culture wher-

ever we live and at all times.  We are a small community. If we do not care about our identity, it would get 

smaller in terms of numbers. Our people inland are being forced to assimilate into Vietnamese society, while 

our Khmer-Krom youths overseas voluntarily integrate into the western society.  This trend can lead to our 

people and culture extinction if we do not act now. 

In our history, during the French colonization of Cochin-China and during the Vietnam-American war, our 

people did not have the chance to tell our true stories to the world.  Now is the right time that all Khmer-Krom 

people, especially our Khmer-Krom Youths who have been educated overseas, must seize this opportunity to 

share our stories among ourselves and with the world to let the world know who Khmer-Krom people are 

and where we are from. 

KKFYC cordially encourages every one of us to pick up a pen and start writing about our own stories, such as: 

your parents’ hometown, Khmer-Krom sacred sites, monuments, and any cultural and social ceremonies being 

held in the past and in present day in our homeland.  All written documents can be submitted to kkyouth-

magazine@kkfyc.org for future publications.  Any language is accepted, but ideally Khmer, English, or 

French. 

“Suorsdey Chol Chnam Thmey — Happy Khmer New Year!” 

Chnam Chuot  - Year of the Rat 

O-khun! (Thank You!) 
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Khmer New Year Greetings 

Year of the Rat 2552 B.E 

To Khmer-Krom Youths, 

 

On the eve of Khmer tradition New Year, I would like to congratulate your past-year 

achievements in serving the interests of Khmer Kampuchea-Krom. The KKF Youth 

Committee has played a pivot role not only in raising awareness to the world com-

munity about Khmer-Krom sufferings but also inspiring the young Khmer-Krom in 

our homeland to be proud of our heritage. You, the young Khmer-Krom men and 

women from 4 continents, has shown the strength of unity, unselfishness and talent 

which are the key factors for our people brighter future. 

 

The year of Rat, “Chnam Chout”, promises the greater excitements. We will work 

harder and smarter to undo the legacy that the Vietnamese rulers have imposed on 

our people from generation to generation: the legacy resulting from the policies that creating fear, poverty, and 

illiteracy among the vast majority of Khmer-Krom population. As you know, on 13 September 2007 the UN 

General Assembly adopted a landmark declaration outlining the rights of Indigenous Peoples which the Hanoi 

government was one of the signatories. I urge every one of you to use this declaration as the guiding light for 

our struggles. 

 

May Tevada Chnam Thmey bless you and your loved ones with good health, happiness, and prosperity. 

 

To Kim Thong 

(KKF Chairman) 

"Whatever you do, you need courage. Whatever course you decide upon, there is al-

ways someone to tell you that you are wrong. There are always difficulties arising 

that tempt you to believe your critics are right. To map out a course of action and fol-

low it to an end requires some of the same courage that a soldier needs. Peace has its 

victories, but it takes brave men and women to win them." Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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OIL and Gas Exploration in KhmerKrom’s Homeland 

By Jeffery Kim 

 

Khmer-Krom’s offshore areas are the major 

sources of Vietnam’s Oil and Gas exploration 

today.  Without the indigenous Khmer-Krom’s 

involvement and consultation, the State and its 

Vietnamese people have been busy exploiting 

the Khmer Krom’s natural resources, and bene-

fiting billions of dollars. So far, not a single 

share of the oil and gas exploration’s revenue 

has directly gone to compensate the local 

Khmer-Krom community.  This is a clear con-

trast to the western world, where their indige-

nous peoples do have full say and involvement 

in the many explorations of their respective 

homealands. For instance, the cases of the in-

digenous people of Canada, USA, Australia, 

etc. they all have been at the same tables talk-

ing to the oil and gas companies and being mo-

nentarily compensated for the exploration. 

 

Khmer-Krom’s  homeland, the Mekong Delta, 

has offered the “national rice basket” to Vietnam as a whole, and to the world rice supply.  The major supplies 

of Vietnam’s tropical fruit plantations and fishery industry are all coming from the Khmer-Krom’s homeland.  

Now the new discoveries of oil and gas reserves in Khmer-Krom’s lands and waters are truly telling the world 

a lot about how much these precious lands and waters contribute to Vietnam’s economics well-being and the 

global economy.  

 

The oil and gas exploration from Khmer-Krom’s homeland has now made Vietnam ranked “Southeast Asia’s 

third-largest oil producer, trailing only Malaysia and Indonesia with an average output of 360,000 barrels 

per day.  Because Vietnam lacks refining capacity, at least until Dung Quat comes on line in early 2009, it 
is also one of the region’s largest crude-oil exporters  - perhaps the largest”, (Asia Times Online – Sept 25-

07).   

 

These include Russia's Zarubezhneft in the long-standing Vietnasovpetro joint venture, which operates Viet-

nam's largest oilfield, known as Bach Ho (see map below), offshore of southern Vietnam (Kampuchea-Krom). 

Other leading foreign upstream companies in Vietnam are US’ ConocoPhillips, Norway’s BP, Malaysia’s 

Petronas, US’ Chevron, the Korean National Oil Corp, and Canada’s Talisman Energy, which operate as con-

tractors to Vietnam’s state-owned PetroVietnam under production-sharing arrangements.  

 

The explorations activities have been taken place around the Mekong (Cuu Long) Basin, and consist of two 

primarily oil producing blocks and one gas pipeline transportation system. 

 

COVER STORIES  
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Block 15-1: Su Tu Den, Su Tu Vang, Su Tu Trang, Su 

Tu Nau (see map), is located in the Mekong Basin in 47 

meters of water. Block 15-1 contained recoverable reserves 

of around 400 million barrels.   Its Operator is Vietnam’s 

Cuu Long Joint Operating Co., and Co-Ventures:  Pet-

roVietnam(50%), ConocoPhillips  of US (23.3%), KNOC 

of South Korea (14.2%), SK Corp  of South Korea (9%), 

Geopetrol  of France (3.5%). 

 

Block 15-1 first production began in 2003 with the startup 

of the Su Tu Den development. Produced crude oil from Su 

Tu Den is processed and stored in the one-million-barrel 

Cuu Long M/V 9 floating production, storage and offload-

ing vessel (FPSO). Four additional fields have been discov-

ered in Block 15-1 since the Su Tu Den discovery. These 

discoveries are Su Tu Vang, discovered in 2001; Su Tu 

Den Northeast, discovered in 2002; Su Tu Trang, discov-

ered in 2003; and Su Tu Nau, discovered in 2005. Develop-

ment of the Su Tu Vang field is under way, and first pro-

duction is expected in 2008, first production from Su Tu Den Northeast is anticipated in late 2009. 

 

Block 15-2: Rang Dong (see map above) is located in the Mekong Basin in 56 meters of water.  Its Operator is 

Japan Vietnam Petroleum Co. (46.5%), and Co-Ventures: ConocoPhillips (36%), PetroVietnam (17.5%).   The 

field facilities currently consist of four wellhead platforms in the northern, southern, central, and eastern areas. 

 

Nam Con Son Pipeline (see map above) is 244-mile transportation system linking Natural Gas supplies from the 

Nam Con Son basin to the markets in the Kampuchea-Krom 

(southern Vietnam). 

 

Bach Ho, Rang Dong, Hang Ngoc, Dai Hung are the largest 

fields.  Dai Hung was discovered in April 2003 located off the 

southern province of Baria-Vunh Tau. 

 

SK-305 is located among Kampuchea-Krom-Malaysia-

Indoneasia waters, is a joint offshore development of oil and 

gas block in June 2003 among PetroVietnam, Pertamina of In-

donesia, and Petronas of Malaysia. 

 

Other international companies  that also involved with the ex-

plorations in Khmer-Krom’s homeland are  US’ ExxonMobil, 

Japan’s Idemitsu Kosan, Japan’s Mitsubishi, Canada’s Nexen, 

Japan’s Nippon Oil, India’s ONGC Videsh, UK’s Premier Oil, 

Thailand’s PTTEP, Australia’s Santos, and Norway’s Statoil 

(source US’ CIA2007 Report). 

 

It is clear that the government of Vietnam has robbed Khmer-

Kroms during daylight again that it has engaged in Oil and Gas 

exploration in Khmer-Krom’s homeland without its indigenous people being consulted and partnered for the 

COVER STORIES  
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share of the large revenues, the same way the Vietnamese have robbed Khmer-Kroms’ farmlands all along.  

The consequences of Vietnam’s unilateral actions--the so-called “the marginalization of the Khmer-Krom 

people” in their homeland, can be very high and cause further damages to the relationships between the 

Khmer-Krom community and Vietnamese society.  Khmer-Krom people hope the government of Vietnam 

wake up to reality and realize how much Khmer-Krom people have lost for having their homeland plundered 

under the Vietnamese control. 

 

In particular, a small share of the oil and gas exploration revenue can mean tremendously to alleviate the 

Khmer-Krom’s wellbeing in the Mekong Delta.  Furthermore, the government can genuinely help train 

Khmer-Kroms to work in these oil and gas fields in their homeland.  As for the international companies, 

Khmer-Krom seek that you shoulder some of Khmer-Krom’s hardship of your exploration revenues with 

Vietnam toward our deprived people who have been sidelined to make way for your business-doings in our 

homeland.  Khmer-Krom seek your international corporate responsibilities. 

COVER STORIES  

Khmer Krom: When Will Vietnam Say Sorry? 

By Sothy Kien 

On February 13th 2008, Australia’s newly elected Prime Minister; Kevin Rudd made a historic apology to its 

indigenous peoples, the Aboriginal Peoples.  

Since Britain invaded Australia 220 years ago, hundreds of thousands of Aboriginal people have been killed, 

displaced and forced to assimilate into the British culture and ideals. 

As early as mid 1800s, thousands of Aboriginal children were brutally taken from their parents and given to 

the white Australians, judged by them as unfit to be parents. They were sent to children’s homes, starved and 

told that they were a shameful bunch to the society. 

Known as the Stolen Generation, one cannot begin to comprehend the heartache and grief that they went and 

continue to go through. 

Today, it seems that life is getting a bit better for the Indigenous Australians.  

The long awaited apology by Australia’s current Prime Minister to the Stolen Generation will be one that stops 

the nation and perhaps the world as Australia takes a brave step in righting the past wrongs. 

While the majority of Australians and perhaps the world are celebrating such event, others are not, asking why 

should they be the ones apologizing for something that their forefathers did.  

hh 
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If we do not bear the sins of our forefather, when will the hate stop and forgiveness start? 

Australia is not the only guilty party with its treatments of its indigenous peoples. Canada and United States 

of America have had their share of bad history. In the southeast countries, Cambodia, Philippines and Viet-

nam are on top of the list of human rights violators.  

For the Indigenous Khmer Krom Peoples of current day Vietnam, an apology as such from the Vietnamese 

Communist government seems like a speck in the horizon, far and a long time in coming if at all.  

Especially if the first step of recognizing that Khmer Krom people are the indigenous peoples of the Mekong 

Delta is not yet achieved. 

Two years ago, during the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Vietnam government 

representatives claimed that it was up to the minority people to determine who are indigenous. However, no 

legislation or initiative is in place to promote such an act only empty words to further falsify and deny the ex-

istence of indigenous peoples such as the Khmer Krom people of the Mekong Delta and the Montagnards of 

the central Highlands.  

“It begins, I think, with the act of recognition. Recognition that it was we who did the dispossessing. We took 

the traditional lands and smashed the traditional way of life. We brought the disasters. The alcohol. We com-

mitted the murders.….. We practised discrimination and exclusion.” - Paul Keating, former Prime Minister of 

Australia 1991 

If the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation did not enlighten the issue of the Khmer Krom to the interna-

tional community, would Vietnam place its indigenous peoples as a priority? 

How much longer will the Vietnamese communist government continue to deny that it was never their lands 

in the first place? 

 

Indigenous Khmer Krom Buddhists in Kampuchea-Krom (1909) 

Their basic fundamental freedoms and rights continue to be severely restricted. The Khmer’s unique culture is 

changed at will by Vietnamese officials. Some Khmer Buddhist temples are no longer a place of peace and 

meditation but a working office for communist officials. Buddhist monks are disrobed and imprisoned for or-

ganizing peaceful demonstrations to demand their religious rights.  

More disturbing still, Vietnamese officials are resorting to the use of violence in public to silence land activ-

ists. These are just a small portion of crimes coming to international light.  

What else is happening behind closed doors? Who is bringing justice to these people, if the only justice 

served is one ruled by the violator? 

COVER STORIES  
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Perhaps the Vietnamese government never introduced or initiated the Stolen Generation but the discrimina-

tory actions against the Khmer Krom are no less degrading or inhumane. 

For over two hundred years the majority of the world knew nothing about the existence of Khmer Krom 

people. France knew and Cambodia knew but they were abandoned to the hands of the Vietnam, a race 

bent on colonizing all of the current Vietnam regardless of the human price tag. 

How many of our ancestors died trying to defend their religion, culture and nation? How many were buried 

deep to their neck and used as a stand for hot tea, a well known quote by Khmers, “do not spill the master’s 

tea?” How many Khmer Krom women became widow or were raped, used and abused by the Vietnamese 

officials? 

How many were forced to abandon their ancestral home and land, uprooted and dump to a small aliquot of 

land with no means to make their traditional living? 

Today, hundreds of thousands re-

main homeless and jobless. Chil-

dren as little as five are without 

education hunt the rubbish rubble 

for scrapes of leftover food. Thou-

sands more are dying because they 

cannot afford to take their sick 

mother, father or siblings to a medi-

cal centre in Prey Nokor (renamed 

Ho Chi Minh) city. 

Vietnamese people and officials, often refer to the Khmer people as “backward” or “uncivilized” a descrip-

tion which shows their contempt towards the indigenous peoples.  

How would you feel if you were called “backwards” as if you were dumb and stupid? Treated worse than a 

dog and told to do everything according to the ideals of the Vietnamese communist government? 

If the very roots you and your ancestors have created and practiced for centuries were forced to one side 

and you to speak, dress and act Vietnamese? If you were a peaceful Buddhist monk who stood up for your 

religious beliefs only to be hammered on the bench of a prison table like a nail standing out of place? 

In the eyes of the Khmer Krom people, Vietnam has much to be sorry for, much to be sorry about. 

The pain and the suffering that the Khmer Krom people endured since Vietnam started its southward (Nam 

Tien) ambition to occupy the Mekong Delta in the early 1600s is something Vietnam cannot deny. 

When will the cycle of hate stop? In ten or twenty years or will it run its course of another century before 

our children of today learn to love and respect one another? 

COVER STORIES  
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If one travels through Kampuchea-Krom, one can see the statue and pictures of Ho chi Minh everywhere. No 

one can doubt that Vietnamese communist government is proud of the father of liberation, one that freed 

Vietnamese people from the French colonization. When will the day come when Vietnam stops being so 

proud of its nationality that has destroy the nation of another because they think they are far more superior 

than us? 

Vietnam did not like having the French colonizing them, but we like it even less being doubly colonized by 

first the Vietnamese then the French. Now it is Vietnam that continues to colonize us and change our way of 

life to suit that of its nation without fear of justice or consequence. 

“It was our ignorance and our prejudice. And our failure to imagine these things being done to us. With 

some noble exceptions, we failed to make the most basic human response and enter into their hearts and 

minds. We failed to ask - how would I feel if this were done to me?” - Paul Keating, former Prime Minister 

of Australia 1991  

For the western countries such as Australia, USA and Canada, the gross actions were perpetrated by their 

forefathers in the past, but in Vietnam these inhumane and atrocious acts are still being committed.  

When will Vietnam stop being defensive and learn the importance of saying sorry as the first step of recon-

ciliation for the sake of not only Khmer Krom but deeper still for all of human kind? 

Using Australia’s prime example of Sorry Day we ask that Vietnam stop committing atrocious acts against 

the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta, Vietnam today. 

We ask that Vietnam stand forth and be a positive role model for other Asian countries by apologizing to 

those they have hurt in order to conquer their lands as the first step to reconciliation.  

We Ask That You Start NOW. 

COVER STORIES  

"Nonviolence means avoiding not only external physical violence but also internal 

violence of spirit. You not only refuse to shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him." 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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COVER STORIES  

Imagination and Reality  
Makara Thhai 

 

My first thought 

 

I could not imagine what it would be like at the United 

Nations: whether it is big or small, how beautiful it is, 

how I should talk, who I should talk to, whether I have 

the proficiency to participate in the conference or 

whether I could have discussions on various subjects. 

Which languages will be used? How will I use the 

equipments at the seat of the conference room 

(Internet, earphones, etc)? Finally will they allow pho-

tographs to be taken or film video during the meeting? 

 

During the meeting 

 

The UN buildings and infrastructure were completely 

different to what I had imagined before I attended the 

conference. The President of the Khmers Kampuchea-

Krom Federation Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach toured me 

around the UN unit, explained to me how everything works and supported me by giving me advice and en-

couragement in relation to this process of hard work and what will make the Federation succeed in such con-

ference. 

 

In the big meeting room, the countries representatives, organizations and other political persuasions forward 

their comments on events affecting their countries and their people. There were discussions on resolutions to 

resolve problems. This room, it is not a court for any judgement. 

 

Our delegation put a lot of effort into explaining to the 

ambassadors and the organizations representatives about 

our situation, our suffering, make them understand and to 

accept our purpose for being part of the conference. We 

attempt to make them understand what we want and that 

we are determined to work hard and be patient so that at 

the end we get what we want.  We even discuss the prob-

lems affecting our compatriots in our poor countries dur-

ing our meal time. 

 

The knowledge gained at any conference is valuable and 

important in the process of reaching our goals. The 

knowledge gained can be used to make our work more 

effective and more successful. Having good communica-

tion skills will help us reach our goals faster. As for me, 

what am I going to do? I was only there to learn, listen 

and to experience what our elders are experiencing. Curiosity and fastness in communications are also im-

portant qualities to ameliorate the effectiveness of the job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officer of OHCHR, KKF, UNPO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LICADHO, Ambassador of Slovaquia, KKF  
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For the successful outcome of my participation at the conference I would like to tremendously thank Mr. 

Thach Vien, the president of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation representing Europe for giving me 

the opportunity to participate at the 7th Session of Human Rights Conference organized by the UN in Ge-

neva. I would like to thank Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach who taught me many things at the conference and ex-

plained to me all the work involve and for believe in me for this work. Furthermore I would like to thank 

Venerable Thach Berong for being warm-hearted from the start to the end of the three hard working days. 

Lastly I would like to thank from the bottom of my heart the compatriots of the Rhône–Alpes’s region, 

France which helped and supported me in my participation of this conference.  

An Indigenous Reflection of The Land:  

The Pre-Dey Ritual From the Song Be Province People 
 

by Pecha Lam 

 

As Khmer-Krom, we so often refer to ourselves as indigenous but as Khmer-Krom youths, how much do 

we know about the culture that makes us unique and defines us as indigenous of South Vietnam besides the 

fact that we are the native before the Vietnamese people arrived?  

 

Since our theme for April is indigenous culture, our youth were asked to reflect within ourselves what it 

means to be indigenous and think about the culture that defines us.  I have thought about this and decided I 

want to write about my reflection on this and share with others some of the cultural practices that people 

from my province, Song Be, practice. 

 

Being indigenous is a label I wear with pride.  It is more than about being the first people on the land.  As 

indigenous culture our people have a unique outlook and view on the environment and our surroundings.  

As a person we have adapted to our surroundings in such a way that integrates us with our land and this 

makes us stewards of our environment, a view which makes us different from the mainstream culture.  

These beliefs and connections that we have en route for our environment and shape our daily lives, affect 

our language and form our attitude that are unique to us.  

 

 Each of our Khmer-Krom people in different provinces adapted to our land differently depending on those 

environment. These diverse ways of living on our land, forms the fabric of our Khmer-Krom indigenous 

identity.   

 

As an example of our people's belief and connection to the land I will share with you an old tradition from 

my village called the Pre Dey ritual. Literally this translates as “Turn the Earth”.  

It is a special belief that is celebrated once a year by every family in the village before they dote (plant) 

their first rice plant on the rice field.  

 

This is celebrated after our incubated rice is left to grow for about a month from the spreading of the seeds. 

After this time, we can use the rice to transplant to our main paddies.  But before we can do that, two rice 

bundles from it are taken to be used for the ceremony to give blessing to the owner and his field.  The two 

bundles represent male and female.   

OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  

hh 
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OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  

This is celebrated after our incubated rice is left to grow for about a month from the spreading of the 

seeds. After this time, we can use the rice to transplant to our main paddies.  But before we can do that, 

two rice bundles from it are taken to be used for the ceremony to give blessing to the owner and his field.  

The two bundles represent male and female.   

 

The ritual is not big like New Year or other ceremonies because it is family oriented but it is very elabo-

rate. The decoration that goes into the ritual designs is beautiful. There are flowers, bananas, and many 

other props that include sompots (fabric), candles, wine, and buffalo horn. Similar to a wedding cere-

mony, the rice couple is given a blessing of “chong dai” or ribbon tying of the rice.  Afterwards, the 

farmer’s family will also receive the ribbon tying.   

 

The blessing words that are part of the ceremony are also the most elaborate and beautiful blessings I 

ever heard.  This is usually done by an elder or sometimes by achar (priest).   I do not know the words of 

the blessings but I will be fortunate to visit home soon and it will be following the month which many 

family will begin to plant their rice.  I will video it to share with you all.  

 

In this ritual I believe is a symbolic gesture of our people's appreciation and gratefulness to the earth and 

our environment. It displays the respect we give to the nature for providing us with blessings to grow our 

rice.  In this ritual we ask for good harvest and to avoid all the bad results.  In a way one can see that 

Khmer-Krom people are very imminence to their land, as we see the symbolic marriage blessings of the 

rice bundles. In this I think we can almost see that our people are also married to our land.  It is important 

for us, as indigenous people, if we are to survive that this connection must be protected and our lands 

stay with us.  Our very livelihood and way of life depends on the land we live on.  

 

I think that there is a message here from understanding how indigenous people interact with their land.  

Currently as developments approach and the demand for land is growing, our culture is being threatened 

with land confiscation and pollutions that come from the uncontrolled developments, upsetting the bal-

ance that indigenous people managed to maintain for thousands of years.   It may seem that it is only the 

Khmer-Krom people who are suffering from these exploitations at the movement.  But the time will 

come when there will be regrets but it will be too late unless Vietnam listens to the voices and respects 

the culture and rights of indigenous people. 

  

I believe the first step Vietnam could do is to give back Khmer-Krom people the land they have taken 

from us and also by cleaning up the environment such as reversing the introduction of salt water into fer-

tile land which has not only badly impacted on the indigenous way of living but also the environment 

itself.  

 

In an effort to loot our lands and our beliefs sometimes come under constant attacks as backward and 

outdated and preventing our progress. In the long run, we have to ask what progress is if our natural re-

sources give up on us. The reason Vietnam took our land in the first place is the fertility of it. But once 

that has been destroyed, no one, Vietnamese or Khmer-Krom can reap the benefits.   

 

"Nothing in the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious stu-

pidity."   Martin Luther King, Jr.  
k 
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OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  

New Year in Luong Hor 
 

By Samon Thach 

 

I vividly remember my childhood New Year’s experiences in my hometown city of Luong Hor.  I left the 

city when I was very young.  To today, I still don’t have an exact knowledge of why we celebrate our 

Traditional New Year for three days straight.  I am now passing the age of 30 and still struggling to make 

sense of the New Year celebration.  I have to admit that my knowledge of our Khmer Krom New Year 

has only been clearer as I have been undertaking some researches on this particular article by interview-

ing our elders and our monks.  I will attempt to explain why people dust and clean their houses weeks 

before the New Year starts.  I will also attempt to elaborate more on the 1st day, the 2nd day, and the 3rd 

day of the New Year in my own words. 

 

A good sign that the New Year is approaching is to observe the neighbors within the surrounding vil-

lages.  Villagers will start to basically clean their houses inside and out weeks in advance.  They clean, 

dust, organize, repair, landscape, and many other things to prepare their houses for the upcoming New 

Year.  The most important and exciting part is that everybody would go out and order a new custom-

made pair of clothes from the local tailors.  The reason why villagers are excited is because each family 

member can only afford new clothes once a year.  The day before the New Year starts, villagers would 

start making and baking banana leave cakes and other treats such as: Noum Oan Som, Noum Cheay, 

Noum Koum, and many other noums. Sometime it takes a whole day to make and a whole night to cook 

them.  After the treats are cooked, villagers tend to divide up treats into portions.  Basically one portion 

will go to the temple, and other portions will go to friends and families. 

 

Thaey Song Kran 

 

On the first day of the New Year, we actually have a name for it called Song Kran.  The most significant 

difference about the New Year day compare to the Western New Year day is that Western New Year’s 

day always fall on December 31 right at midnight; our on the other hand, our New Year’s countdown 

differs every year because when adding up all the hours within a year, the hours are not exactly the same.  

Therefore, our New Year sometimes falls during the daylight, early in the morning, or during breakfast 

hours.  The average villagers don’t need to know the exact hour New Year falls.  All they need to do is to 

be prepared to light the candles, the incents, and spray perfume to help welcome the New Year goddesses 

when the monks at the temple bang on the huge drum or bang on the huge gong to alert everybody of the 

New Year. Wherever the villagers are, they will lit candles and incents and pray for good health and 

prosperity for the whole year. 

 

During the daylight, villagers bring offering to the temples both in the morning and in the afternoon.  Af-

ter the monks and the villagers chant and paying respect to the Triple Gem plus taking the Five Precepts, 

the monks will consume the food first, and then everybody else eats after.  Most importantly after the of-

fering on Song Kran day, villagers will start to build sand mounts in a belief for longer and prosperous 

life and to erase bad karma, and to be reborn in heaven.  During the sand mounting ceremony, kids and 

teenagers will start to play the traditional games.  As the Song Kran day approaches and end, villagers 

invited monks to go to their individual houses to bless the house and the family once more. 

 

Thaey Von Nabought 

 

On the second day of the New Year, we called it Von Nabought.  Von Nabought day is similar to Song 
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Kran day, where villagers bring offering to the temples in the morning and in the afternoon.  Monks and 

villagers chant and pray once more, while kids and teenagers play traditional games and activities.  For 

those that did not have the opportunity to build the sand mounts from first day can build them today.  What 

is significant on Von Nabought day is after around 4pm people gradually return home and bathe their elders 

and their parents as a sign of respect, plus they give gifts to them also.  In the mean time the Buddhist teach-

ers at the temples will also bathe by the monks. 

 

Thaey Larng Soc 

 

On the third and final day of the New Year, we called it Larng Soc.  During the morning and the afternoon 

part of the day, it is also similar to the first and second day.  After the monks and the villagers chant and 

pray and finished eating, the monks will perform a special chant to take away the assurance that the sand 

mount is back to regular sand.  After the chanting, villagers can play with the sand or do something to them 

without the fear of bad karma.  Furthermore, there is an exact hour where the monks and the villagers need 

to bathe the Buddha statues, usually between 1pm to 3 pm depending on the year of the New Year.  So 

sometime it can be at exactly 1pm, 1:30pm, and so on but the bathing ceremony cannot be after 3pm.  

Monks and villagers traditionally use flower peddles, perfume, and water to bathe and rinse the Buddha 

Statues. 

 

Lastly and most vital of all during this day New Year celebration is called Barng Skull.  Barng Skull is a 

ceremony where the monks chant to bless the souls of passed away ancestors both far and near.  After that 

the villagers would invite monks to individual houses and graves to perform the same ceremony to bless the 

soul of their passed away relatives.  These Barng Skull ceremonies will happen throughout the town and 

villages through until the end of the day.  For those whom have not given gifts to their elderly can give them 

today as well. 

 

Out of all those countless years attending the Khmer and Khmer Krom New Year both in side and outside 

Luong Hor, I have to admit that I really did not know exactly what was going on from year to year.  With 

this simple research project, I was able to see the purpose behind those 3 days of celebration; the 13th, the 

14th, and the 15th are the dates to celebrate and be proud of whom I am as a person; as a Khmer-Krom per-

son to be exact.  I hope you all enjoy reading my article and hopefully you will help contribute your knowl-

edge and ideas to us through the KKFYC’s magazine.  Don’t forget to contact us if you want to contribute 

your thought. 

 

OUR HOMELAND “THE MEKONG DELTA”  
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Vietnam Propagates to Reduce Poverty and Eradicate Illiteracy for Khmer Krom 
 

By Sophac Thach 

 

The Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples have not been known to the world for many decades, especially at 

the United Nations. In May, 2004, it was the first time that the issues of the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peo-

ples were presented by the delegation of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation at the United Nations 

Permanent Forum on the Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). The representatives from many different countries 

who attended the UNPFII were surprised to hear that Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples exists in Vietnam 

because the Vietnamese Communist (VC) government never mentioned such Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peo-

ples exist in its country. 

 

The VC government is not happy with the KKF representatives’ suggested solutions to the UNPFII and its 

government of how to resolve the issues that the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples are facing. The worse 

reaction that the VC government reacted was the accusation that KKF was making false representation at 

the UNPFII. If KKF did not present the truth at the UNPFII, why was the VC government afraid to let the 

world know about the issues that KKF presented and tried to provide the positive suggestions for resolving 

the issues? 

 

Over more, the VC government tries to propagate what they have done to help the Indigenous Khmer-Krom 

Peoples similar to what KKF have tried to suggest at the UNPFII. For instance, on January 25, Deputy 

Prime Minister Nguyen Sinh Hung spoke for the first time at a conference that was held in Prek Reussey 

(renamed Can Tho) city.  In the meeting, he spoke about the important aspects of poverty reduction and 

eradicating illiteracy for the Khmer ethnic (the VC government does not recognize Khmer-Krom as the In-

digenous Peoples) people in Vietnam. 

 

In his statement, the Deputy Prime Minister mentioned that it is necessary to train outstanding ethnic peo-

ple, particularly monks and nuns, as part of preparations of cadres for the administration at the grassroots 

level. This is what the VC government wants to do because they want to control Khmer-Krom people from 

the grassroots level. In Vietnam, if the Khmer-Krom people are not members of the Communist Party, they 

will not be able to hold any positions in the VC government. As for the Khmer-Krom People who are mem-

bers of the Communist Party, would they be brave enough to stand-up to do anything that will bring the real 

benefits to the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples? Of course, the answer will be not. If they do, they will 

lose their jobs or even go to prison for not following the orders of the party. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister also mentioned that, “over the past years, the government of Vietnam has in-

vested more than 1 trillion VND in building infrastructures in 207 communes and 44 of those communes 

inhabited by the Khmer people. With those investments, it has been generating more jobs for thousands of 

Khmer labourers and built houses for more than 60, 000 poor Khmer households in the region.” If what the 

Deputy Prime Minister said is the truth, then there will not be thousands of Khmer-Krom Youths dropped 

out of school, leaving their beloved villages to look for jobs in the big cities. And if what the Deputy Prime 

Minister said is the truth, then there will not be thousands of Khmer-Krom families living in small shelters, 

just to have a place to sleep in. 

 

In the past years, the VC government keeps on issuing reports in English of the total expenditures that were 

invested into the rural areas. In reality, the Indigenous Khmer-Krom People and other minority groups in 

Vietnam have very little knowledge of such investments.  In order to receive foreign aids and getting recog-

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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nized from the international communities, the VC government propagate to provide good education, effec-

tive health care, safe food supply, and alleviation of poverty for its citizens, but until this day, the govern-

ment has failed their people due to the corruptions in politics. 

 

For many years, the living conditions of the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples have not been dramatically 

improved.  It is time to call upon the VC government at all levels to take actions, especially to implement 

what the KKF has suggested at the UNPFII – Only actions speak louder than words. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Khmer-Krom in Moth Chrouk Province : 

 Victims of the “New Economic Zone” Plan 
 

By Botum Neang 

 

After the Vietnamese Communist (VC) troops took over South Vietnam and declared the victory to end the 

Vietnam War on April 30, 1975, the VC government started implementing its communist policies to impose 

on the people in the South of Vietnam that included the Indigenous Khmer-Krom People who mostly lived in 

the Mekong Delta. One of the policies that the VC government had done inhumanly towards the Indigenous 

Khmer-Krom in Swai Ton (Tri Ton) and Kra Bao (Tinh Bien) districts in Moth Chrouk (Chau Doc) prov-

ince was to evacuate all the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples out of their lovely villages to live in the “New 

Economic Zone” in Khleang (Soc Trang) province. 

 

Before April, 1975, there were very few Vietnamese peo-

ple living in Swai Ton and Kra Bao districts. This area 

used to be governed by their own Khmer-Krom leaders 

even though it was colonized by the South Vietnamese 

government. The standard of living of the Indigenous 

Khmer-Krom Peoples was very high because most of the 

Indigenous Khmer-Krom people had their lands to farm 

and very nice houses to live in. Most of the Khmer-Krom 

elders could not speak Vietnamese fluently because they 

only communicated and did trading with their own peo-

ple. They learned their language in public school or in 

their temples near their villages. If they wanted to pursue 

higher education, they would go to Cambodia and then go 

to study in France or some other countries. This explains 

why there were some Khmer-Krom in this area holds 

PhD degrees and also holds the high-rank positions in the Cambodian government, such as: Mr. Chau Seng 

Kosol, Mr. Chau Sao, Mr. Chau Xeng Ua, etc. 

 

When the VC government has colonized Kampuchea-Krom, the VC government realized that it was not easy 

to colonize the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples in Swai Ton and Kra Bao areas because the standard of liv-

ing of the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples was so high and especially higher than the local Vietnamese 

people. At that time, all the farmlands in this area belonged to the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples. The lo-

cal Vietnamese people just had some small businesses and worked as laborers for the Khmer-Krom farmers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sunset nears Pro-Peal Mountain  

 in Kra Bao district 
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During that time, Vietnam also planned to invade Cambodia so it created an incident about blaming on the 

Khmer Rouge soldiers who came to Bak Dao (Ba Chuc) village killed thousands of the innocent Vietnam-

ese (if you can read Vietnamese, please read the article in this link to see the truth about that killing: http://

lichsuviet.cjb.net/print_article.asp?print=yes&id=687) But in reality, the VC government just used that inci-

dent to kill the Vietnamese people who did not support the VC during the Vietnam War. The VC govern-

ment used it as a reason to blame that the Khmer Rouge soldiers attacked on the Vietnamese citizen so they 

had to defend and also had a good reason to invade Cambodia. 

 

Along with its plan to invade Cambodia, Vietnam also used the incident of Ba Chuc as a reason to evacuate 

the Indigenous Khmer-Krom people to the “New Economic Zone” in Kleang province. The VC government 

said they were scared that the Khmer Rouge soldiers would come to stay with the Khmer-Krom people and 

it would be difficult for them to recognize who the Khmer Rouge soldiers are and who are the Khmer-Krom 

people? With that reason, Vietnam could legally take Khmer-Krom people’s farmlands and their properties. 

The Khmer-Krom people were forced to leave their villages during the harvest season of their rice. The VC 

government did not allow Khmer-Krom people to stay harvest their rice, so the Vietnamese people could 

harvest it for themselves. The VC government also issued a policy that each family was only allowed to 

bring with them 1,000 Kg of their belongings to the “new economic zone”. Because of this policy, the 

Khmer-Krom had to sell whatever they could to the Vietnamese at very low prices because they could not 

take those belongings with them.  

 

When the Khmer-Krom arrived at the “New Economic Zone” in Khleang, it was basically the area in the 

middle of nowhere. Since the Khmer-Krom just moved into the new area, they did not have lands to farm 

nor found any jobs. They had to sell their belongings that they had brought with them enable to survive. 

Most of the Khmer-Krom children could not go to school because the school was so far away. They stayed 

home helped their family working for their survival in the new place. 

 

At the end of 1980, the VC government knew that they had successfully implemented their plan to make 

Khmer-Krom in Swai Ton and Kra Bao areas to become very poor so that they could easily colonize. The 

VC government started to allow Khmer-Krom people returning to their own village in Swai Ton and Kra 

Bao from Khleang. Since they had sold most of their belongings, some of the Khmer-Krom families did not 

have the money to return to their own village. Thus, some of them stayed in Khleang until 1982 or later to 

find money enable for them to return to their village. The VC government did not provide any financial as-

sistants to pay for the transportation.  

 

When the Khmer-Krom came back to their village, they had no house to live in because the Vietnamese had 

taken their houses. Some of them were lucky to rebuild their house again on their own property. Of course, 

their new house was not as good as it used to be. The VC government took Khmer-Krom’s farmlands for 

the local Vietnamese leaders and their relatives. So, when the Khmer-Krom came back, most of their farm-

lands were taken away. 

 

While Khmer-Khmer were away from their villages, the VC government came to the Khmer-Krom’s tem-

ples and took away the temples’ properties and had destroyed all of the Buddha status. They used the 

Khmer-Krom temples as prisons, such as: Sadech-Tot temple and Sway-Ma temple in Kra Bao district. The 

Sway-Ma temple was completely destroyed after the VC government had stopped using it as the prison. In 

Swai Ton district, the VC government used part of the Swai Ton temple’s property to build a Restaurant. 

The VC government purposely turned the temples into prisons and restaurants to degrade the religion of the 

Khmer-Krom people because they knew that Khmer-Krom highly respect their temples. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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During the 80s and 90s, the world did not know what the Khmer-Krom people have been facing. The Khmer-

Krom in Swai Ton and Kra Bao have been filing complaints and demanded that their confiscated farmlands are 

to be returned. The VC government refused to resolve the issues and even threatened to imprison them. The 

world had only started to be aware of the Khmer-Krom’s issues in 2004 when the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom 

Federation (KKF) attended the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) and had 

brought the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples issues to the forum. 

 

Before 2004, the Khmer-Krom in Swai Ton and Kra Bao districts individually demanded their confiscated 

farmlands. They were scared to form demonstrations because the VC government could use violent to oppress 

or kill them. Since the Khmer-Krom issues are now known by the World, the Khmer-Krom people know that 

Vietnam could not kill Khmer-Krom as they used to do. Thus, the Khmer-Krom came together many times to 

form peaceful demonstrations to demand the return of their confiscated farmlands. 

 

Instead of trying to resolve the confiscated farmland issues, the VC government ordered the Vietnamese Po-

lices to use their electric batons to hit the unarmed Khmer-Krom farmers to force them to return to their vil-

lages. There were many elderly Khmer-Krom women who were hit and became unconscious.  

 

On February 28, 2008, when the Khmer-Krom farmers kept demonstrating to demand the return of their lands, 

the VC government tried to stop them from filing the complaints and threatened them by using the Vietnamese 

police, armed forces and two Tanks to disperse the peaceful demonstration of the unarmed Khmer-Krom farm-

ers. The VC government used Tanks to disperse the Khmer-Krom famers who were armed with only com-

plaint letters; it reminds people of how the Chinese government used their Tanks to oppress the protest of Chi-

nese students in Tiananmen Square in 1989. 

 

Vietnam used its dirty plan, the “New Economic Zone”, to evacuate the Khmer-Krom in Swai Ton and Kra 

Bao districts to take away their farmlands and properties. The Khmer-Krom in Swai Ton and Kra Bao are now 

living in poverty because of that inhuman plan. Since Vietnam is now a non-permanent member of the UN Se-

curity Council and also had signed the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples, 

Vietnam should fulfill its role. If Vietnam keeps oppressing Khmer-Krom and refused to return the confiscated 

farmlands to the Khmer-Krom farmers, the Khmer-Krom people who are the victims of the “New Economic 

Zone” plan will keep protesting because they need their farmlands to survive. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

"We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to 

forgive is devoid of the power to love. There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in 

the best of us. When we discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies."  Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr.  
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Socialist Republic of Vietnam Confiscated Our Lands 
 

By Hoang Duong 

 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) or the conventional known as Communist of North-Vietnam defeated 

in April 30, 1975 over the United State back up of the South-Vietnam Government or “Republic of South Viet-

nam” had fallen into the entire domino plague in Southeast Asia such as Cambodia and Lao.  In the Mekong 

Delta where millions of indigenous Khmer-Krom could not imagine what it would be like to live under the Com-

munist regime, because the people in the past generation knew that the Communist is an evil coming. Thousands 

of the Khmer-Krom people in Khet Kleang were frightened and experienced an ordeal of the persecution by the 

cruelty of its regime toward its people was a total horror. 

 

In Kleang province is where my families and my ancestors descent from 3 generations. My town is called 

“Chrotuom Kandall” it means center to the neighbors communes such as “Chrotuom Chah” older commune and 

“Chrotuom Thmey” new commune.  We lived approximately 2 kilometers from the U.S. military base and ap-

proximately 3 kilometers from Soc Trang [Kleang] province.  My families inherited farmlands from our great 

grandparents, and my family mainly relied on rice farming.  Although my father was a nurse before April 1975 

and was working in different villages, in Kleang province, after 1975 the Communist authority striped down his 

status and he was out of work. We worked on our farmland, used our crops from harvest season to trade for our 

main income for the year that we had to save up and spend for the rest of the year until the next harvest season. 

 

In addition just within 2 years after the Communist regime was in power and controlled by its government.  

There were significant changes from the norm shifted over night, from having farmlands to no land that my fam-

ily possess, the SRV government seized our farmland and ordered their local authorities to confiscate all Khmer-

Krom people’s farmlands, properties; and forced thousands of Khmer-Krom people in Kleang province includ-

ing my family to work in the rice field in groups daily.  Our lives were completely turned up side down from 

having our own farmland to having no property.  From 1977 to 1979, everyone in my family except for the chil-

dren had to do hard labor work, as I recall, it was the worst time of our lives. Although the children didn’t have 

to work in the rice field, but there was nobody there to take care of them. It was sad for the parents because they 

could not be there to take care of them.  Moreover, the local authority were giving out little food and the allow-

ance to bring home to eat, to merely make it through day by day and everyday after work we were exhausted. 

Everyday we had to line up at the central location to receive our shares of daily food. We worked over 2 years 

and got nothing in return. 

 

The people were scared for their lives, no one could say anything or else their lives will be jeopardized. The lo-

cal authorities were the most heartless individuals who took orders from their command in chief and kept every-

one close surveillance.  They ordered people to keep working like slaves to the SRV government. The experi-

ence was the most horrifying moment for my family and for all the indigenous Khmer- Krom surrounding Me-

kong Delta rural area.  We continued lives under harsh conditions and struggled to survive to this day to tell a bit 

about perpetually in Khet Kleang, Srok Chrotuom Kandall where my family remaining and proud to be who we 

are as a “KHMER-KROM” descent.  Everyday of my life here in the America, I always have an eternal 

flashback that in my neighborhood were lives under pressure with lack of food, with bad health, children don’t 

have the opportunity to goes to school, and millions of the indigenous Khmer-Krom in our town still lives under 

human rights oppression of the SRV government. For example: the 5 monks imprison whom are from Khet Kle-

ang, and my neighbor back home in Kampuchea Krom still lives way below poverty, hunger, children malnutri-

tion, and no medical care. 

As predominated Khmer-Krom living around the world and believe in Theravada. Wat Chrotuom Kandall is the 

Khmer culture temple and is the center of Buddhist worship. Our Buddhist monks are symbolic to our religion 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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who dedicates their lives to study Theravada ideology, philosophy, principals, and essentially serve and bless 

our people.  Nevertheless, the SRV of Vietnam and their authorities unprecedently made the Khmer-Krom 

monks worked like all ordinary people in the rice field and showed no respect to our religion because they had 

no such faith. This is a historical event that had taken place during my teenage years. Today that oppression to-

wards the indigenous Khmer-Krom people and the Khmer-Krom monks are still happening. 

 

I feel it is my duty to reveal the past and what I had experienced. It is very important to have a written record of 

what has taken place.  My generation suffered a lot; I want the future generations to know what happened in 

Khet Kleang and in my communes by telling them these true stories. 
 

Thank God Buddha we had overcome the atrocious environment under SRV government and its tyranny re-

gime. My family and my neighbors managed to live under hard conditions from 1977 to 1979. Even to this day, 

no Vietnamese has heard about what happened to the indigenous Khmer-Krom.  The repressive government 

continues to forbid its people to talk about the indigenous issues and would not allow its people to express their 

freedom of speeches or religious freedom, especially the indigenous Khmer-Krom monks who had expressed 

their religious freedom and are currently jailed in Soc Trang (Kleang) and An Giang (Mout Chrouk) provinces. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

"Remember, don't waste time comparing your life to others who seem more fortunate. Be-

ing fortunate is based on how much peace you have, not how many luxuries or conven-

iences you have. Practice from the heart to make peace with what is, then life gives you 

more help to change things for the better." Doc Childre  

Vietnam Authority burned the house of a Khmer Krom 

farmer, Mrs. Ly Thi Huong, at Thanh Thoi An Village, My 

Xuyen District, Soc Trang Province, because she demanded 

Vietnam authority to return her confiscated farmlands.  
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

Ethnic Minority in Vietnam is Facing Assimilation 
 

By Sophac Thach 

 

There is no one indicator who can predict the future existence of the indigenous people and the minority 

groups in Vietnam – at least not with any accuracy.  It is hard to imagine what the future may hold for the in-

digenous people.  As we all know, the indigenous people and the minority ethnic s’ cultures and their tradi-

tional way of life are being faded everyday. 

 

According to a report from mysinchew.com, the Si La ethnic is one of the smallest and poorest ethnic minority 

groups in Vietnam.   The Si La ethnic minority groups make up about 500 people in the two mountainous ar-

eas.  The villages are located in the Muong Te District, north-western Lai Chau Province, Vietnam.  It seems 

that these people are living in deep poverty because of the remote area where they live; it is far out of reach 

from the rest of the society.  The population of the Si La ethnic  does not grow fast enough, unlike many other 

ethnic in Vietnam, the Si La numbers only increased in 1994 from 380 to 386 two years later. 

 

There is a great uncertainty that the rich culture of the Si La ethnic will live on to the next generation.  Many 

are concern that the living memory of the Si La cultural identity will be faded many years to come.  As it has 

been mentioned by Cam Giang, Vietnam news, “Those locals who know about their culture are old and getting 

older.  If we don’t get information from them now, everything about the Si La will be lost.”  Also, “the chil-

dren don’t know much about their culture and quickly absorb the cultures of other ethnic groups, particularly 

the Thai people.” 

 

It seems too familiar that not only the Si La ethnic are being wiped out from the society, many other ethnics in 

Vietnam also face similar crisis.  The indigenous people like the Khmer-Krom ethnic for example, are also 

close to being faded from society.  Due to government restrictions, not many Khmer materials are available in 

the market for the Khmer-Krom people.  Many Khmer-Kroms absorb Vietnamese culture.  The only thing that 

truly identify who Khmer-Krom is, and save the culture from dying are temples and the Buddhist monks who 

are struggling everyday in fighting for their rights to practise their Theravada Buddhist Religion.   

 

It is sad that the indigenous and the minority groups’ cultures are not respected and protected in Viet-

nam.  What sadder is that, whether the population of 500 people or 8 million people, if nobody is fighting to 

keep the culture alive, the next generation soon will no longer know who they are.  A person’s identity makes 

the person who they are, without identity, who are they to be?  

"It is essential to know that to be a happy person, a happy family, a happy society, it is very 

crucial to have a good heart, that is very crucial. World peace must develop from inner 

peace. Peace is not just the absence of violence but the manifestation of human compas-

sion" Dalai Lama  
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By Dr. Thach 

  

This significant philosophy of educational leadership has a micro and broader perspective of a fundamental 

foundation within each and every Khmer Krom youth individuals' duties. Meaning we are intellectually obliged 

to be effectively and consistently involved in Human Rights process on local and international levels. This is 

what I viewed as grassroots organization and a strong leadership team. 

 

 A Brief Concept of Leadership and Teams: 

 All of us as Khmer Krom youth leaders feel we are doing something that matters to each and everyone of us on 

a personal mission. In order for all of us to function cohesively, we must acknowledge that people are more in-

telligent together than they are apart. For instance, if you want something creatively done, you ask a team to do 

it-instead of sending one person off to do it on his/her own. People treat each other as colleagues. There is a mu-

tual respect and trust in the way they talk to each other and work together, no matter what their position may be. 

People feel free to try experiment, take risks, and openly assess the results. No one is skilled of making a mis-

take. Please keep this idea in mind that each and everyone of us are indeed a very talented and unique in our own 

perspectives that comprised of highly intelligence and personal ambitions. With this important perception leads 

to what I comprehended to be leadership qualities. 

 

Leadership Qualities: 

Mental toughness - No one can lead without being criticized or without facing discouragement. A potential 

leader needs a mental toughness. For example, I do not want a mean leader; I want a tough-minded leader who 

sees things as they are and will pay the price. Leadership creates a certain separation from one's peers. The sepa-

ration comes from carrying responsibilities that only you can carry. 

 

Peers respect - Peer respect does not reveal ability, but it can show character and personality.  

Family respect - I also look at the family of a potential leader: Do they respect him or her? I further look for a 

person that makes people listen to them. Potential leaders have a "holding court" quality about them. When they 

speak, people listen. Other people may talk a great deal, but nobody listens to them. They are making a speech; 

they are not giving leadership. I take notice of people to whom others listen. 

  

Accountability: 

Attributes - Meaning valuing of others. As I stated above that each and every one of us indeed has our own spe-

cial experiences and talents for making an essential intellectual contributions to the Human Rights' cause. Keep 

promising and honoring commitments to one another for mutual results. Willingness to delegate is a huge task 

that a highly respected leader ought to be delivered. Perhaps all of us have realized that this Human Rights jour-

ney yet, has a long way to go. I sincerely believe that with educational leadership foundation and a profound 

commitment to each other. The oppressive voiceless of our own people will be voiced and ultimately be re-

spected by the Vietnamese Communist government and be seen and also heard by the world. The grassroots of 

our organization and the momentum for Human Rights are solidly unbreakable and unstoppable. All of you are 

the ultimate futuristic in delivering a message of hope and optimism to our own people back home. My immense 

appreciation and sincere gratitude are for all of your strong work ethics. We are the unities and not pretenders. 

Unification is our fundamental Human Rights objective and yes, it will be prevailed. 

EDUCATION 

Khmer Krom Youth Educational Leadership Endeavors 



 

APRIL 2008  VOLUME 4    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                        24                       KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG 

 

By Sothy Kien 

 

Unless you live in Vietnam, very few people know what Vietnam govern-

ment, officials and general Vietnamese people really think of the Khmer 

Krom people. One thing is for sure, it is not flattering at the very least. 

“Backwards”, “lazy” and “stupid” are some of the well known phrases used to 

describe the indigenous peoples. If one takes a closer look at Vietnam’s range 

of propaganda media, one could see how much contempt Vietnam has to-

wards Khmer Krom. 
 

A prime example is a recent article by the VietnamNet Bridge, titled, “SOS: pu-

pils dropping like flies in Cuu Long River Delta” which states that Khmer Krom 

students were dropping out of school like flies (http://english.vietnamnet.vn/education/2008/03/773791/). 

 

According to the Tra Vinh Education and Training Department, 6,000 pupils at state run schools had dropped out by 

the end of January 2008 because they were unable to cope with studying.  

Huynh Van Hoan, Headmaster of Tap Son School, said in the article, “30% gave up school because of their inability 

to learn.” 

 

Such statement suggests that Khmer Krom students could not cope with studying itself, therefore validating their 

narrow-mindedness belief that Khmer Krom people are dumb and stupid. 

Even if Vietnamese authorities did provide extra funds to the students, they still do not come back. 

 

Did it ever cross Vietnam’s mind that perhaps their so called educational system is FAILING? 

That their public education systems are so unfriendly and “anti-Khmer” that Khmer students do not see the point of 

attending? Even if they do attend, the Vietnamese society is insensitive to the Khmer that they could not get a job 

anyway because of its discriminatory attitude towards them? 

 

Vietnam government expects the Khmer Krom to forget its cultural identity and language and incorporate into main-

stream society. Why? Because they believe that they are the superior race? That everyone has to learn Vietnamese 

and act like one. And that is the end of the story?  That Khmer Krom people are just uncivilized, backwards and stu-

pid?  That it’s their rich and vibrant culture that is making them poor and unsuccessful in life? 

 

If Vietnam people were under the authority of the Khmer people, how would they feel if everything come to believe 

as their unique identity and culture was stripped away and they were forced to do everything in Khmer? Would they 

cope that well or will they be dropping off like flies also because it did not have the ability to learn? 

 

If Vietnam knows that Khmer students are having difficulties studying in a public school, why isn’t Vietnam having 

these classes in the Khmer languages so that they could understand the same type of concept? Surely basic math and 

chemistry could be taught in Khmer? 

 

It isn’t their inability that is making these students drop out but it is the FAILURE of the Vietnam government to 

put forward an educational system that works not only for their ethnic people but for the indigenous Khmer Krom 

people. 

 

Likewise, if the other 70% of Khmer Krom students are dropping out of school because of financial difficulties why 

aren’t there more generous scholarships being offer to the students? 

EDUCATION 

 

Vietnam: Khmer Student High Dropout Due to Inability to Learn 
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Sreyleap Son 

 

What does it mean to be a Khmer Krom?  I am Khmer Krom, and I grew up in disorientation; disoriented in re-

gards to my identity.  Even worse, I grew up with a sense of inferiority, but not really understand why I felt that 

way.  It is only now that I have started exploring and understanding the bits and pieces of my history and my culture 

that I come to realize why I grew up ashamed and confused about my identity.  For decades, my people, the indige-

nous Khmer Krom living in modern day southern Vietnam have been made to lose their sense of identity and condi-

tioned to feel inferior.   

 

I understand now that this is just one form and one of the stages of ethnic cleansing.  Ethnic cleansing, I learned, 

while tragic, is not historically unfamiliar.  According to an article called A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing1, 

“At the most general level, however, ethnic cleansing can be understood as the expulsion of an ‘undesirable’ 

population from a given territory due to religious or ethnic discrimination, political, strategic or ideological con-
siderations, or a combination of these.”  Apparently, this campaign was set up to eliminate an ethnic group from 

their “homeland” in an attempt to produce a more secure, ethnically homogeneous state is as old as antiquity.  Sadly, 

this campaign is still being implemented today.  More personally, this campaign is being implemented on the indige-

nous Khmer Krom people; my people, my culture, me.   

 

This campaign is tragic and gruesome, and there are unfortunate souls who have suffered from it directly.  Some of 

those unfortunate souls are my parents, their family members, their friends, and their neighbors.  They are victims of 

ethnic cleansing, and their sufferings are apparent.  Their children’s lasting injuries, however, are less apparent.  

These injuries are very subtle, but very deep-seated, and could potentially be very toxic to the unexpected soul. 

 

In this case, by injuries, I am referring to the stripping of one’s identity and the calculating way of conditioning one 

to feel inferior, thereby furthering one’s own rejection of oneself.  In the process of ethnic cleansing, total elimina-

tion of a population is a goal, and stripping the identity of the “undesired” population is the most subtle way to 

achieve this goal.   

 

“Ethnic cleansing”, although it is a phrase familiar to me on an academic level, it was not one that I personally con-

nected with until I started uncovering my own history.  The more I learned about my history, my culture, my back-

ground, my family, and myself, the more I realized that there was a deeper reason as to why I grew up feeling con-

fused, lost, and ashamed; I am Khmer Krom—an Indigenous Peoples of Mekong Delta, and my culture is in danger 

of being completely erased. 

 

With this understanding, I now feel a sense of urgency; I must know everything and anything I can about my history, 

my people, and my culture!  At the same time, I must do more to spread the words.  I will not be cleansed of my 

identity! 

“Disoriented”  

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/19930601faessay5199/andrew-bell-fialkoff/a-brief-history-of-ethnic-cleansing.html1  

EDUCATION 

If Vietnam is really committed to providing an equal and unbiased education to Khmer Krom students, perhaps it 

should stop portraying negative and prejudiced mentality and attitude towards the Khmer Krom. It must seriously 

start identifying why their education system does not work for the Khmer Krom. If Vietnam does not take immediate 

steps to rectify its failing educational system, then the Khmer Krom young children and youths are in dire trouble.  

 

Each day, hundreds and thousands of Khmer Krom children continue to miss out on essential basic education because 

they are Khmer and could not speak Vietnamese properly.  

Is having a so called “inability to learn” the only reason to why Khmer Krom students are missing out again? And is 

it fair for Vietnam to continue using that as an excuse to further valid racist views on the Khmer Krom people? 
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Khmer Traditional Clothes Display        

By Chansopheap Kien 

These Khmer traditional costumes are very popular, normally used by Khmer young women dur-

ing a wedding ceremony, engagement, and many other special and cultural evening functions.  

These Kabins and  tops can be worn by the flower girl/boy for the wedding ceremonies in the morn-

ing during dunghea koun kumloss, traditional dance or any other Khmer traditional ceremonies.  

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 
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KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

PasaExµr                     Khmer Language  
by: Samnang Kien 
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