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PrefacePrefacePrefacePreface    
 

The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) is proud to release the third edi-

tion of our Youth Voices! publication. 

 

The main theme of the third edition is about our homeland, Kampuchea Krom (“The Mekong Delta”). This is 

an opportunity for our youths to express their personal experiences about their own hometown. It is a place 

that we have not forgotten and will never forget and also want to tell the world that we, Khmer-Krom, do have 

our homeland, but our people do not have the fundamental rights to live on our ancestral lands. 

 

After Khmer-Krom, Khmer and the people who love justices protested in front of the Vietnamese Embassy 

around the world to demand the releasing of Venerable Tim Sakhorn, on November 8, 2007, the Vietnamese 

Communist (VC) government had setup a mockery trial to sentence Ven. Tim Sakhorn. With the crime that 

VC accused Ven. Tim Sakhorn, he must be sentenced up to 15 years. But, with the pressure from the world 

community, the VC government used a dirty trick by claiming that Ven. Tim Sakhorn admitted his crime 

(without allowing a lawyer or him to defend himself), so he was sentenced to one year. 

 

On December 6, 2007, it was the first time in our Khmer-Krom history that the Human Rights violations com-

mitted by the VC government had been testified before the US Congressional Human Rights Caucus, Task-

force on International Religious Freedom, and Congressional Caucus on Vietnam, in Washington DC at the 

Briefing on the Religious Freedom in Vietnam. 

 

The whole world was shocked in September when the Burma’s junta regime killed the Burmese Buddhist 

monks who were bravely stood-up and demanded privileges to the Human Rights in Burma. On December 17, 

the whole world, once again, was shocked by the heartbreaking news to see the pictures of Cambodian police 

kicked and chased to beat the Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks who just tried to submit the petition to the Viet-

namese Embassy in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

 

Upon the arrival of the New Year of the 2008, we would like to wish our Khmer, Khmer-Krom Youths, and 

elders a wonderful New Year. We hope that all of your wishes and New Year Resolution be fulfilled and your 

dreams come true. We wish that vivid of justices will be shining in our homeland soon. 

 

If you are interested in contributing any of your articles or comments, please do not hesitate to send them to us 

at kkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.org 

 

O-khun! (Thank You!) 
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By Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach 

  

On November 8, 2007, the Vietnam Court of An Giang 

Province brought Venerable Tim Sakhorn to the court for a 

trial after imprisoning him since June 30, 2007. 

 

In June 2007, Venerable Tim Sakhorn was arrested, de-

frocked, and deported to Vietnam by Supreme Patriarch 

Tep Vong and the Cambodian government. Disturbing de-

tails reveal that Vietnam arrested and was interrogating 

Venerable Tim Sakhorn right after the defrocking. Cambo-

dia government were flip-flopping with the whereabouts of 

Venerable Tim Sakhorn. 

 

On July 12, 2007, Venerable Tim Sakhorn was seen at a police station in Can Tho City and his whereabouts 

were reported to KKF. KKF promptly sent a report to the US State Department and other UN Human Rights 

organizations to notify them that Venerable Tim Sakhorn was being interrogated in Can Tho city, Vietnam. 

 

On August 1, 2007, Vietnam admitted that it had arrested Venerable Tim Sakhorn for attempting to enter Viet-

nam illegally. However, instead of accusing Venerable Tim Sakhorn for the crime of entering the country ille-

gally, Vietnam accused him for the crime of “Sabotaging the unification policy” under Article 87 of Vietnam’s 

Penal Code.  

 

Faced with a lack of evidence for the above crime, Vietnamese officials proceeded to arrest and torture two 

Khmer-Krom women, Mrs. Neang Phe and Mrs. Neang De. They were forced to become witnesses and say that 

Venerable Tim Sakhorn was guilty. On August 23, 2007, the Khmer program of Radio Free Asia reported on 

how those two innocent Khmer-Krom women were threatened and tortured by the Vietnam authorities. 

 

Venerable Tim Sakhorn is a Cambodian citizen. His parents and siblings currently live in Cambodia. If Viet-

nam intends to maintain credible diplomatic ties with Cambodia, its government should invite the representa-

tives of the Cambodia government as well as Venerable Tim Sakhorn’s parents and siblings to attend the trial. 

None were presented at the trial. Is this a real friendship between Vietnam and Cambodia that Venerable 

Tim Sakhorn had tried to undermine or merely an excuse to halt human right movement? If Cambodia 

is an actually Independent country, why is Cambodia government scared to stand up to protect its own 

citizen?  
 

Vietnam had tried to force Khmer-Krom famers including Mr. Chau In, to be a witness at the trial; however he 

refused to go because he felt that it was a set up. Mr. Chau In and other Khmer-Krom farmers have been filing 

complaints to demand returning their farmlands that have been confiscated by the Vietnamese authority. Instead 

of returning their farmlands back, Vietnam authority has used traditional dirty tactics to frame Mr. Chau In and 

other Khmer-Krom farmers and accused them of contacting Venerable Tim Sakhorn and contributes to under-

mining the relationship between Vietnam and Cambodia. 

 

Khmer-Krom residents in An Giang province are aware that the Vietnamese government does not have a free 

VENERABLE TIM SAKHORN’S TRIAL: A MOCKERY OF JUSTICE 
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and fair trial for Venerable Tim Sakhorn. Thus, many of the invited residents did not want to attend. At 4 a.m. of 

the November 8, 2007, the Vietnam authority sent a car to pick up Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks from a couple 

temples in Swaiton and Kro-Bao districts and some Khmer-Krom people to attend the trial to show to the world 

that Vietnam does allow Khmer-Krom to attend Venerable Tim Sakhorn’s trial. 

 

At the trial, no lawyer was assigned to represent Venerable Tim Sakhorn and with no means to defend himself, 

the Vietnamese judge read the following, 

“According to the judgment, Ven. Tim Sakhorn must be sentenced to 15 years. Since Tim Sakhorn admitted 

his crime (without letting him to defend himself), so he will be imprisoned for 1 year.”  
In an attempt to make it legal so that they can imprison a Cambodia citizen, the Vietnamese judge proceeded to 

say, 

“Since Tim Sakhorn was already imprisoned since June 30, Venerable Tim Sakhorn does not need to be in 

prison. Vietnam will take Tim Sakhorn around the country to see the development of Vietnam nowadays and 

will let him free after the one year sentence is over.”  

 

Based on the judgment, Vietnam must be a “very big and very developed” country that is why it takes couple 

months for Ven. Tim Sakhorn to see all of it. 

 

We are concerned about the safety and well being of Venerable Tim Sakhorn after this trial. There is no guaran-

tee that Venerable Tim Sakhorn will not be placed in prison and be relocated to various provinces to avoid the 

truth being revealed.  

 

The trial of Venerable Tim Sakhorn is a mockery of justice. It shows that the Khmer-Krom people have no rights 

to defend themselves under the Vietnamese Communist regime. Not on one occasion did we hear the testimony 

of Venerable Tim Sakhorn since his arrest in Cambodia. It is also disconcerting to see the Cambodian govern-

ment violating its own constitution by sending its own citizens to let other country judge and imprison. If Cambo-

dia cannot protect its own citizen, especially the Khmer-Krom people who escaped the oppression of the Viet-

namese Communist regime to live in Cambodia, then it should issue an official document to give Khmer-Krom 

people in Cambodia as refugee status so the UNHCR can protect them.  

 

The Khmer-Krom people in Kampuchea-Krom will continue to be denied justice if they do not have the funda-

mental freedom as stated in the international treaties and declarations. If Vietnam keeps violating the Human 

Rights of the Khmer-Krom people, the demand for the basic freedom of the Khmer-Krom people will never stop.  

 

On behalf of the Khmer Krom people, we seek your help in an international cooperation to urge Vietnam to re-

spect the Human Rights of the Khmer-Krom people, so the mockery trial as seen in Venerable Tim Sakhorn’s 

case will not happen again with the innocent Khmer-Krom people. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please Write to Your Senators to Support H.R. 3096: Vietnam Human Rights Act 2007  
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By Sothy Kien 

 

Tim Sakhorn is sentenced to a one year imprisonment 

for attempting to undermine the relationship between 

Cambodia and Vietnam. 

 

For the Vietnamese and Cambodian authorities, justice 

is served. 

 

The apparent abrupt disclosure of Tim Sakhorn’s issue 

has caused an uproar and disappointment for those keep-

ing a close tab of the situation. 

 

For members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federa-

tion, it is just the beginning. 

 

For Tim Sakhorn and many of the oppressed indigenous 

Khmer-Krom people, this is just another justice gone 

wrong for someone attempting to do something right. 

 

Is it wrong to provide shelter for those fleeing Viet-

nam’s severe oppression? 

 

Is it wrong to pursue the basic instinct to learn or be in 

possession of human rights material in the hope of one 

day to overcome the communist regime? 

 

It must so because a peaceful monk is currently serving 

time for wanting to overcome the human rights violation 

of the communist regime. 

 

One thing is for sure, those who lives does not depend 

on greed, selfish wants and political status, their hearts 

are much heavier to see it go unnoticed in the interna-

tional radar. 

 

The case of Tim Sakhorn is not only an injustice but dis-

plays the terrifying grip that Vietnam has on Cambodia. 

 

Also clearly portrayed is the lack of courage of Cambo-

dian officials to stand up for what is right and for one of 

their own citizens. 

 

How can one be proud to be Khmer if one cannot de-

pend on one another? Where is the rich love of one’s 

nationality and identity? 

 

Vietnam is not afraid of Cambodian authorities and yet 

is terrified of one individual monk is breaking up its 

relationship with Cambodia. 

 

The big question is why? 

 

Simply because Vietnam knows that the land they 

are living on and exploiting are the ancestral home-

land of the Khmer-Krom people. 

 

Knowing and then denying or twisting the truth is 

something Vietnam authorities are good at. Any-

thing criticism even if it is constructive is often met 

with a wall of defiance and denial. 

 

Fortunately, a bed of lies often crumble in the face 

of real hard facts. 

 

Tim Sakhorn innocence is a fact. The only guilty 

parties are the Vietnam and Cambodian authorities 

who never gave him a chance to defend his actions. 

 

Forced submission is merely an excuse for authori-

ties to portray their righteous cause and perceptions. 

 

Today, everyone knows what Vietnam is capable of 

doing to the Khmer-Krom people in their mother-

land of Cambodia. 

 

They have flaunted such actions in front of the in-

ternational community with the case of Tim Sak-

horn. 

 

If Cambodia is incapable of taking care of its own 

people, why are they not allowing others like the 

UNHCR protect them? 

 

The term stateless people accurately describe the 

situation of the Khmer-Krom people. 

 

What are they to do now if Vietnamese authorities 

can enter Cambodia at will and Cambodian authori-

ties are laying the traps so they can be caught? 

 

Do nothing? Or is there a collective group out will 

to come to their desperate aid? 

Khmer-Krom: Cambodia’s Shame? 

COVER STORIES  



 

DECEMBER 2007  VOLUME 3    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                        7                       KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG 

 

By Jeffery Kim 

 

Burma is a country claimed to be one of the most ethnically diversified countries in the world, where the Bur-

man is the largest ethnic group in the country who also rules the country since its independence from the Brit-

ish in 1948.  The junta, formerly named “The State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) has contin-

ued its brutal and dangerous rule since 1962. In 1997 the junta was renamed to “the State Peace and Develop-

ment Council (SPDC).   Even the multiparty national elections held in the 1990 which resulted in a landslide 

victory for the National League for Democracy (NLD), led by Nobel  Peace Prize winner, Aung San Suu Kyi,  

the Burmese junta has never relinquished its power to the election winner  Aung San Suu Kyi.  Not only de-

priving her victory, the junta has also imprisoned Madame Aung San Suu Kyi and other political opposition 

members until these days.  The whole country has been turned up-side-down due to the Junta’s repressive re-

gime, in particular committing atrocities against other minority groups as the Shans, the Karenis, and the 

Mons.   Many members of these ethnic groups have now fled to neighboring countries such as Thailand, India, 

etc. 

 

Vietnam is historically known as Annam, a break-away southern province of China, which constitutes modern-

day northern Vietnam.   Since the day Vietnam separated from China, it has expanded south-ward toward the 

former Champa  Kingdom (modern-day central Vietnam), and eventually occupied the Mekong delta, known 

to the indigenous Khmer as Kampuchea-Krom territory.   Since the Vietnam-American War ended on April 

30, 1975, the Vietnamese communists (Vietcongs) have taken over the country and turned the nation into a 

totalitarian State.  The Vietcong regime has fundamentally failed its people—especially to those that had sup-

ported the Vietcongs’ cause during the wars.  In particular the Khmer-Kroms who were tricked by the Viet-

congs for a better future when the wars end.  But instead, many Khmer-Kroms in the Mekong delta were lured 

into the Vietcong’s political traps: the infamous trial (code-named “KC-50”) of Venerable Kim Toc Chon, Me-

kon of Mahanikye in the province of Preah Treapang (Tra Vinh)  where he was accused of State treason on the 

basis of forming an illegal armed group to overthrow the regime.  Venerable Kim Toc Chon was forced to con-

fess to link many other Khmer-Krom monks in the province and from other provinces.  In the end, Venerable 

Kim Toc Chon was tortured to death by the Vietcong authorities on February 2, 1987, while thousands of oth-

ers were imprisoned, tortured, and some even fled to Cambodia and to Thailand’s refugee camps  in search of 

political asylum. 

 

The lives under the Burma junta is no different 

from the lives under the communist Vietnam.  

Both regimes have ruled the countries by mili-

tary, by death-squat, and by secret police.  Both 

regimes do not tolerate dissents and both  run on 

a single-party system.  They both assume 

“absolute power over the people they rule”.  

They both are tyrants and corrupt.  The citizens 

of these two States are poor and voiceless.  Both 

regimes are being run by the people in military 

uniforms.   Media such as newspaper, radio, and 

television are under the total control of the State 

and freedom of expression and beliefs are scrutinized.    

 

Both regimes oppress and commit atrocities against their respective indigenous peoples: The Burma’s junta go 

Burma’s Junta vs. Communist Vietnam 
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after the Shan people, Kareni  people, Mon people, etc ., while the Vietcongs  go after the Khmer-Krom peo-

ple, the Montagnards,  the Hmongs, the Tais, and the Chams.  The clear distinction between the two is that 

the Burma’s junta is dealing with armed ethnic groups, while the Vietcongs are taking on an unarmed and 

defenseless Khmer-Kroms and other groups—all these groups have done so far is conducting rare public 

peaceful protests against the cut-throat policy of the Vietcongs regime. 

 

The survival method of these two repressive regimes is “economic”.   Burma’s junta is relying heavily on 

their drug-trafficking of opium and heroin and the illegal exports of gems and oil-and-gas exploration to fi-

nance the junta’s military bosses and their clan, while Vietcongs are relying heavily on foreign aid, exports 

of crude oils and rice on the back of Khmer-Krom’s homeland, and the coffee export from the back of the 

Highlanders such as the Montagnards’ homeland. 

 

The leadership styles of the two regimes are slightly different.  The Burmese junta is head by one-man Gen-

eral Than Shwe, who is a ruthless ruler, while the Vietcongs regime is very repressive and brutal and run by 

several members within the Communist Party since 1975 and almost all of the Communist Party’s members 

are also the high-ranking officers in the army and police force.  

 

The resistance to these two repressive regimes, the recent “burgundy” match of the Burmese monks in Sep-

tember 2007 has created the international outcries against the killings of innocent and defenseless monks.  

The United Nations, as well as the world community has called on the Junta to stop its atrocities and to adopt 

the roadmap to real democracy.  In Kampuchea-Krom (south Vietnam), a smaller size of peaceful 

“burgundy” marched by hundreds of Khmer-Krom monks took place in February 2007 in Khleang (Soc 

Trang) province against the Vietcong regime on its violations of Khmer-Krom’s rights to practice religion 

freely.   Consequently, five Khmer-Krom monks have been imprisoned by the Vietcong and while many in-

volved have fled to Cambodia in search of refuge.  Khmer-Krom overseas community have now joined 

hands to show their solidarity toward their compatriots inland, by conducting protests in front of many Viet-

namese embassies around the world and by writing petition letters to world head-of-States. 

 

 

 

 

www.niflgard.files.wordpress.com  image 
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By Sophac Thach 

 

On October 16, Vietnam once again had been success-

fully working its way to gain the international recogni-

tion. Vietnam has been accepted by the United Nation 

as a Non-permanent Security Council member. It cer-

tainly is a year that a Communist country like Vietnam 

has exposed and committed to join the world commu-

nity. Vietnam not only celebrated its new role of be-

coming a Non-permanent Security Council, but Viet-

nam also became the 150th nation to join the World 

Trade Organization. Its new role as a Security Council 

member, starting from January, 2008 to 2010, Vietnam 

has to make some difficult decisions along with other 

14 members on the issues that concern the world.  

As mentioned by an AFP Journalist Frank Zeller, 

“Vietnam has declared its support for the Kyoto Proto-

col, the Millennium Goals to fight world poverty, and 

UN reform”.  As we all know that Vietnam has signed 

many International Human Rights treaties and received 

billions of dollars from foreign aids to reduce the pov-

erty of the people in Vietnam, especially the Indige-

nous peoples. In the reality, the basic Human Rights, 

such as: freedom of press, freedom of expression, and 

freedom of religion are not allowed in Vietnam. More-

over, most of the Indigenous Peoples are farmers. In-

stead of helping the Indigenous Peoples to reduce the 

poverty, the Vietnamese government keeps confiscat-

ing the Indigenous Peoples’ farmlands. The basic hu-

man rights and the rights to own lands are not protected 

in Vietnam, how can Vietnam achieve the Millennium 

Goals? 

According to the AFP news report, a spokesman of for-

eign ministry Le Dung said, “Taking a council seat is 

an opportunity for Vietnam to improve the prestige and 

image of a peace-loving country and make a realistic 

contribution to the common struggle of humanity”.  We 

wish, what the spokesman of Vietnam has said is from 

his heart even though it is not easy for the world com-

munity to believe what a Communist country promises. 

If Vietnam is a peace-loving country, Vietnam 

should not interfere with the internal issues of 

Cambodia. Most of the people in Cambodia know 

that Cambodia is not an independent country at all 

because most of the high-rank leaders of the cur-

rent Cambodia government are embedded to serve 

the Vietnam’s interest. Recently, Vietnam even 

came to Cambodia to arrest Venerable Tim Sak-

horn who is a Cambodian citizen to imprison in 

Vietnam. 

Since Vietnam is an official member of the UN 

Non-permanent Security Council, Vietnam should 

try to solve its own problems first before it tries to 

help solving other countries’ concerns. Vietnam 

should allow the people in Vietnam, especially the 

Indigenous Peoples, to create an independent reli-

gious organization to promote their rich history, 

religion and culture without the interference of the 

Vietnamese government. Vietnam should also al-

low the people to have freedom of press, freedom 

of expression, freedom of belief and freedom to 

organize the associations. 

If Vietnam does not allow its own citizen to have 

the fundamental freedom in its country, it is not 

easy for Vietnam to just pull another charade try-

ing to convince the international community to 

believe what Vietnam wants them to believe.  

Vietnam: New Role as a Non-Permanent Security Council Member  
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By Charlie Thach 

 

On December 17, 2007, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, about 50 Khmer-Krom Bud-

dhist monks with a petition marched to Vietnamese Embassy. The petition called to 

the government of Vietnam to firstly, release Venerable Tim Sakhorn who was de-

frocked and deported from Cambodia and imprisoned in Vietnam; secondly, release 

five Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks who are imprisoned in Khleang (Soc Trang) 

province, thirdly, resolve the conflicts of Khmer-Krom land confiscated by the 

Vietnam government in the post 1978; lastly, for the Vietnam government to re-

spect the rights of indigenous people. The monks were abruptly stopped by sixty 

Cambodian police armed with shields, wooden and electrical batons, and some 

armed with pistols and assaulted Ak-47 rifles. 

    

Since the Vietnamese Embassy refused to take the petition, the determined monks 

then seated in front of the embassy and began to chant, after awhile the monks see-

ing that it is hopeless to wait any longer and decided to return to their pagoda. But 

for some of the monks they did not want to relinquish so they tried to move closer to 

the embassy. Unfortunately, the monks were stopped aggressively by the police, 

beaten and electrocuted with the batons. The helpless monks tried to depart back to 

their pagoda as fast as they could run. The police chased the monks for more than 

four blocks, along the way the police either kicked the monks with their boots or 

beat them with their batons. 

 

According to Article 4 of Cambodia Constitution “The Motto of the Kingdom of 

Cambodia is: Nation, Religion, King” and in Article 43 “Buddhism shall be the 

State religion.” Even when the King of Cambodia meets a monk; he still 

has to show his respect because it is a state religion. Unfortunately, on De-

cember 17, 2007, Cambodia Police violently broke the motto of the nation 

to deliberately beat the Buddhist monks. 

 

It is appalling to see pictures of Cambodian armed police kick a powerless 

monk trying to escape so hard that he ascended into the air and to see 

monks electrocuted so severely that caused them to faint. Is it true that in 

Cambodia, the law enforcers are allowed to beat helpless Buddhist monks? 

 

Surprisingly, according to Radio Free Asia, on the same day, there were 39 Viet-

namese who live in Cambodia without permission from Cambodian government 

came to protest in front of Chinese Embassy because China just took over the 

Spratly and Paracel islands. None of the Vietnamese protestors were harmed by 

Cambodian law enforcers. The question is why did the Cambodia police just 

stop and beat the Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks who just tried to submit the 

petition to the Vietnamese Embassy, but they did not do anything to the Viet-

namese who protested against China in front of the Chinese Embassy? 

 

The Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks escaped Vietnam to seek refuge in our brother country, Cambodia, hoping that 

they will have their rights protected. Unfortunately, they even got beat-up by their own Khmer police who tried to 

please the Vietnamese Embassy. With this heartbreaking incident, it seems that Cambodia is not an independent 

state.  

Nation – Religion - King 
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By Monikhemra Chao 

 

As stated in the Article 19 of Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, “Everyone has the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 

hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive 

and impart information and ideas through any media 

regardless of frontiers.” As you are aware, an independ-

ent country is one which has a national flag, anthem, 

perception, and sovereignty. Every country needs to 

have a strong government, but the citizens need the 

leader to be one from the most popular or effective po-

litical party. If a country is led by those who practice 

democracy, then the citizens will have rights and free-

dom. In contrast, if a country have a dictatorship or fall 

under the control of only one Communist Party such as 

Vietnam which thinks in absolute term of itself, that the 

Communist Party is the best one, and can never be 

wrong, the citizens' rights will be limited and there will 

always be persistent violations of human rights, thwart-

ing the right to freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 

freedom of expression, freedom of education and etc… 

 

Vietnam is a country with 64 provinces and over 84 

million people including 54 ethnic groups and Indige-

nous Peoples.  Vietnamese Communist Government 

(VCG) is a one-party state representing the citizens 

who are living in this country.  In the Mekong Delta 

(Kampuchea-Krom) of South Vietnam there are of ap-

proximate 8 million Khmer-Krom indigenous people. 

They are the first people who were born and lived in 

this area before the Vietnamese arrived.  The indige-

nous Khmer-Krom people are very different from many 

other ethnic groups in Vietnam.  

 

The term “Indigenous Peoples” refers to people who 

have their own distinct culture, tradition, language, 

identity, and practice their own form of religion. Most 

importantly, they were born and lived in their own an-

cestral lands; they are controlled or colonized by a 

dominant government.  It is different from the term eth-

nic minorities, who left from one country to live in an-

other country.    

 

Unfortunately, Kampuchea-Krom was transferred to 

Vietnam on June 4, 1949 by French government.  Since 

that fateful day, Khmer-Krom has lived under the Viet-

namese Communist rule.  And from day to day, 

the Khmer-Krom’s identity is systematically de-

stroyed; with limited or no access to freedom of 

expression, religion and the education of their own 

language.  Most importantly, they are not even al-

lowed to study their own histories, only ones fabri-

cated by the dominant government. If they can 

not study their own histories or the real ver-

sions of history, how can they understand what 

had happened in the past?  

 

It is regrettable to see that some Khmer-Krom does 

not understand the concept of human rights. In 

Mout Chrouk (An Giang) province for example, 

some do not understand what human rights and 

freedom are.  They do not think about their own 

dignity or identity nor will do anything about it, 

even losing their dignity for some personal advan-

tages.   Some Khmer-Krom often said that they 

could not carry the earth. They could not or would 

not participate with what the Khmers Kampuchea-

Krom Federation (KKF) is doing.  Ironically these 

people have no idea of the oppression forced upon 

them by the VC government.  Because they have 

lived under suppression and fear for a long time, 

fearing becomes something. They no longer do 

anything to explore or examine why such a fear 

exists. For example, they are so scared that they 

do not want to listen to anything relating to 

Khmer-Krom issues.   If there is freedom, why 

do they fear to listen to Khmer-Krom issues or 

avoid talking about it?  

 

However, most of the Khmer-Krom youths who 

study in high school and university in Mout 

Chrouk (An Giang) think differently.  Because 

they have higher education, they understand the 

situation and what has happened in Kampuchea- 

Krom.  Nowadays, more and more students are 

complaining that VC government is stricter than 

ever.  VC government does not allow Khmer- 

Krom people to practice their basic rights, espe-

cially relating to freedom of religion.  Moreover, 

their lands continued to be seized. That is why 

demonstrations are conducted against the VC gov-

ernment’s dictatorship.  

COVER STORIES  
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Khmer-Krom youths have a strong conscience for the love of their homeland, their identity and dignity.  From day 

to day they are always looking for the best way to reduce poverty, get high education and to actively participate to 

fight for human rights and freedom in their homeland.   

 

Most Khmer-Krom youths are not scared, even though they are threatened while others are currently imprisoned 

by VCG.  Why do they dare to speak the truth and disagree with the many ways of VC government?  Most of 

them answer that they dislike living in dictatorial Vietnamese Communist government. They do not want a gov-

ernment to have only one-party as Vietnamese Communist Party because the unchecked balance brings many in-

justices.  

 

As you may be aware, in Vietnam there are many kinds of media, televisions and radio but all of them have to 

support VC regime. If they dare to criticize, the stations will be closed and the journalist will be jailed.   The injus-

tice of this tightly controlled regime can be seen with the Khmer-Krom, Venerable Tim Sakhorn’s case.  Many 

newspapers, televisions and radio talk about Venerable Tim Sakhorn’s case. In their broadcast, they all support 

without question that he has committed the crime of “sabotaging the unification policy” of Vietnam.  Anyone that 

reads these newspapers will believe that it is true because they only presented one side of the information just like 

a frog that only lives in a well.  It has been an effective method deployed by the communist government to control 

the people.  

 

There is no doubt that we stand with our people who stand with us. We understand their fear and we too disagree 

with what VC government is doing.  It is true that we can not move the earth or mountains alone, but if we want to 

live in peace and with our Khmer-Krom dignity in tact, then we have to demand our human rights as all citizens 

should, as well as our rights to self-determination as an Indigenous Peoples. Why don’t we move the earth to-

gether or be like the fireflies, shining lights to one another to help light the darkness in our lives?  We are Khmer- 

Krom; we want to have justice, equal rights, and the rights to self-determination and we do not want to be op-

pressed by anyone.   

 

Because we are Khmer-Krom, we are very proud that we have an opportunity to fight for freedom on behalf of our 

people in Mekong Delta. Thus, we are going to continue to stay true to ourselves, as we are today. Vietnamese 

Communist Government can put us in prison, or attempt to kill us, but we are not going to be what Vietnamese 

Communist Government wants us to be.  We will not be quiet or cower in fear. We are human beings with 

real lives, emotions and fears. And like all oppressed people of the world, we demand our human rights and 

freedom.  

COVER STORIES  
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My Childhood Memory 
By Peak Kdey Son 

 

Today I am glade to narrate past stories of my childhood memory at Bompong Alim (Vung Liem), Long Ho 

(Vinh Long) province, Kampuchea-Krom. I was born after the Vietcong war in 1976. I finished grade four in 

public school which was taught only in Vietnamese language. Throughout my time at school, I did not know 

anything about Khmer-Krom peoples and their history. During that time, there were some racial attitudes 

from Vietnamese students towards Khmer indigenous peoples, the attitudes were especially given to me. 

 

My childhood was mixed by desperation and memory. I was with my mother and siblings alone because my 

father had left us to search for freedom in the third world. In my village, it is surrounded by farm lands, poor 

villagers and temples. I remember that my mother always went to the temple to chant, offer food to the 

monks, undertaking Sil (precepts), and also to celebrate other important ceremonies such as Kathin (robe of-

fering), Chol Chnam Khmer (Khmer new year), Pchum Ben (festival for the dead) etc.  

 

I remember in my head that there was black and white television played inside the temple to inspire children 

to watch many stories related to the execution of Khmer-Krom leaders. When they changed to color television 

in around 1994, children were more attracted to watch it. I have remembered that venerable Kim Toc Chon 

was executed in his guilty of betrayal to Vietnamese authority. I was sad  and frightened  as an innocent 

young boy; and I felt very sympathetic for Khmer peoples because my parents are Khmer. 

 

The temple was an important center for Khmer-Krom peoples to maintain their tradition, culture, and espe-

cially language. Everyday, at six o’clock I heard the bell and gong beaten by the monk to signal peoples the 

time, importantly young children, to go to the temple to learn Khmer language. Surely, Vietnamese govern-

ment during that time strictly banned Khmer-Krom peoples from learning their own language. I went to the 

temple to learn how to speak and read Khmer. 

 

In my area, they took over Khmer schools and they taught their language and culture to us. Those two schools 

were in the temple’s property. They were originally used by the monks before 1975 to teach Buddhism, cul-

ture and Khmer language. During that time, they converted them into elementary schools for the Vietnamese 

children. It was probably during 1994 that they shut down the schools and turned them back into the temple. 

Recently, the abbot in the temple let us know that there were requests by the government to take away two 

sections of land at the northern and southern part of the temple, but the chief monk at the time did not allow 

them. 

 

As time has passed, Khmer-Krom peoples have gradually lost their land to new comers and local authority. 

My homeland is changed as there are least Khmer peoples than new comers Vietnamese. A huge majority  of 

Khmer indigenous peoples are farmers and they are living with a very destitute life in the remote areas. As 

Vietnamese new immigrants move into the market and easy access facilities, the indigenous peoples of 

Khmer-Krom move out to the remote areas which generally they do not have sufficient infrastructure. 

 

My temple has become the eternal icon in my motherland. My life and memory are centralized in the temple. 

I can conclude that though the time has changed but the Khmer-Krom indigenous peoples can overcome the 

changes through their spirit of sacred land, kind and frank villagers and peaceful temples. 

 

COVER STORIES  
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By Pecha Lam 

 

Background information on my town: 

From the 20s it was known as Phum Pous Klong 

By 1930s it became known under French spelling as Village de Vot Rong 

After the French left, it became known as Phum Sneng Prous 

The village is located in between two preks (rivers), one is prek Pos Klong (old name) on the kod side 

The new name for this is “Chenle Tru” and on the lech side, is Chenla Cham.  The two rivers converge and I 

believe this flow down to Tay Ninh Province and to Cambodia. 

      

Le Village de Vot Rong, was the name of my village during the French colonial regime, in that time, the prov-

inces of Cochin China were divided differently and not as numerous as now.  In those periods, our village was 

under the administrative control of khet Taul Ta Mok (Thu Dau Mot in Vietnamese).   When I was still living in 

Vietnam, the province was called Song Be, afterward I believe they partition it into two smaller provinces, Binh 

Phuoc and Binh Duong, with the name Thu Dau Mot instead as a provincial capital of Binh Duong Province.  

Its relative geography is just to the northwest of Prey Nokor (Saigon/Ho Chi Minh City) and thus it borders 

Cambodia, today we can reach Cambodia in a few hours just by walking.   According to my parents, being on 

the border provided us many advantages before the war.  It was casual for the people in our town to go to Svay 

Rieng, Prey Veng and Kampong Cham for our market goods, things like dried-fish, prohok, pro-ork(famous 

Khmer fish  foods) and pottery (vase, pots, pans etc).   Although traveling to those Cambodia provinces did not 

take as fast as we can today with motorcycle and paved roads, the ability for our people to move, communicate, 

and exchange goods with people in Cambodia is a lot easier today.  

 

The village I lived in has 3 other adjacent Khmer-Krom villages and we share one temple together.  There are 

many other Khmer Krom villages in this province but they are mostly remote and distance from each other 

compare to villages in southern parts of Kampuchea Krom-the Mekong Delta-where most of our Khmer-Krom 

people are. 

 

The village temple which we share was built by 

our elders at the beginning part of the 20th cen-

tury, so it is at least 100 years old.  Unfortu-

nately in the 70s this temple came closed to to-

tal ruin.  Our town was one of the later places 

that came under North Vietnamese control dur-

ing the war, the clashes between Vietnamese 

forces and American forces left a few bomb 

holes near the temple, and the shock left only a 

foundation of what was once a beautiful thriv-

ing cultural center for our villages.  The temple 

had been a great pride because when we had celebrations, this temple hosted monks and temple representatives 

as far as Cambodia. 

 

The period following the war, the villagers faced many difficulties holding celebrations, and practicing our re-

ligion as we have no more monks, and no more temples.  They preserve through the hard time and for many 

years had held meager celebrations in the damaged and roofless temple without walls under supervisions of 

only a-chars (priest).  Because the village elders understand the importance of having a monk to preserve and 
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help protect the spirit of Khmer and identity of Khmer people,  with the villagers together they made constant 

appeals to the government and it finally relent to their request  in mid 1990.  By this time, I was already a little 

boy big enough to remember and understand. 

 

When I think about that time, I become very happy and proud because I witnessed our Khmer-Krom villagers 

coming together from the different villages to help build a temporary shack for the new monk, who himself 

was invited from Southern Kampuchea-Krom.   After a short time the villagers saved enough money to start 

building a new temple.  It was completed later after I had already come to the U.S, our abbot monk helped 

raised money from his town and from the local village people, and my family also appealed to the Cambodian 

community who we met in U.S and our other Khmer-Kroms who were in Europe and together the temple was 

completed in about 3 years. 

 

However, concerning our relic temple that was damaged by the war, the government had promised to compen-

sate for it.   Up to this date though, the promise is not fulfilled.  This is concerning the challenge of religion 

and culture that our villagers had to go through after the war, which changed everything, turning our once 

prosperous village, full of resources and pride to a low status poor village stripped of farmlands, and natural 

resources. Now to the point where many of our people have to go work for others, and depending on places far 

away to support their families. 

 

However, to say the least, we were one of the more fortunate post-war Khmer-Krom villages.  Some of the 

other Khmer-Krom villages were relocated during the war claiming they would be destroyed by American if 

they did not, and when it was over the government took their land and they were stuck in those  less cultivable 

and fertile places.  Our village would have suffered the same fate, because we were also relocated during the 

war.  Had it not been for the bravery of our past elders to insist and demand we be relocated back to our home, 

today I would never know what that village is. Perhaps, things would be different today, if I had not born to 

tell you my village history.  

 

Many of us today who are born in America are fortunate we do not have to go through those times of wars and 

hardship, so every one of us should talk to our parents and learn what they had to go through in Kampuchea-

Krom.  Only after then we can fully appreciate what equalities and liberties of this country really means. 

 

Note: My background knowledge is in the local village, the background information regarding the names and 

different changes made in Vietnamese language to the province level I am not whether it is 100 percent accu-

rate because I am going by my parents’ memory and they are old and do not follow Vietnamese politics and 

province name changes and also because the Kampuchea-Krom province had changed its name so many times 

with different regimes from French to Vietnam Republic to The Socialist Vietnam, so please forgive me for 

possible Vietnamese name mismatch.  However, I am sure of the old and current name in Khmer language of 

my small town. 
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By Hoang Duong 

 

What is Khleang? Khleang is the tranquilly name that is originated and descended from the Khmer language. 

Warehouse is its equivalent meaning in English. Khleang is one of the twenty-one provinces in Kampuchea-

Krom (Mekong Delta or Southern Vietnam) known as Soc Trang. Its geography location is at the latitude N: 9° 

36’ 12” and longitude E: 105° 58’ 48”. Khleang is a very well-known province.  

 

Khmer-Krom people living in South Vietnam are distinctive from the 

Kinh (Vietnamese) people.  The language, culture and religion are 

very different.  For example: Wat Khleang is one of the ancient 

shrines Buddhist temples that was built for the Khmer community as 

the cultural center and now the temple is  surrounded by Vietnamese 

businesses, houses, entertainments, and these have created a difficult 

environment for the monastery in the temple to maintain their ideol-

ogy as well as philosophy.    

 

The struggles and deprivation of the Khmer-Krom merely maintain 

since the “modification of the status of Cochin-China on June 4, 

1949 by the French government” to transfer Cochin-China 

(Kampuchea-Krom) with the total of 68,600 Km2 in land including 

Khleang province, to Vietnam. Permanently Khmer-Krom people in 

Mekong Delta continue living under the Vietnam Communist Govern-

ment suppression.   

 

Early 2006, the local government accused five of the Buddhist monks 

in Wat Khleang for speaking out their religious oppression.   Further-

more, Soc Trang authority deployed its military force to surround the 

temple and prohibited all the monks in the temple to have limited public access.     

  

The end result, the five monks were defrocked by the local authority and later were brought to trial by the Court 

of Justice in Soc Trang province, and subsequently the five for-

mer monks: Kim Muol, Danh Ton, Thach Thuong, Ly 

Suong, and Ly Hoang were sentenced for one to four years for 

the crime that was alleged. 

 

My ancestor is originated in Khleang province, and my family 

have lived there for four generations in Bai Chao (renamed as 

Dai Tam) district, Khleang (renamed as Soc Trang) province. 

The majority Khmer-Krom is Buddhism; temple is the center to 

gain our culture and language. Some of us are learning Khmer 

language at home or sometimes learn it after the classroom 

schedule at the nearest Buddhist temple which is taught by the 

Khmer Buddhist monks.  Moreover, Khmer language has been 

abolished from the public view, but as the Khmer ancestors’ 

descent like myself and millions of Khmer-Krom will continue 

to maintain our Khmer language, though it will be a challenge 
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for the next generation.  

 

In the present-day there are much more scrutiny by the local government and authority of the democracy na-

tions around the world, such as Radio Free Asia media, and 

more specifically the United States has intervene to support 

those who believes in democracy which is based on the In-

ternational Law that Vietnam has ratified on the United 

Nations Charters on Human rights Declaration. 

 

Khet Khleang is the marvelous habitat for millions of in-

digenous Khmer-Krom just like my family, who believes 

in rice farming for many decades up to this day and the 

world has been acclaimed “that Vietnam is the second larg-

est rice exporter in the world in the recent decade.”  

Though, Khmer-Krom people are living very simple life 

continues to maintain Khmer language, religion, culture, 

traditional events such as water festival (boat-race).  For 

example: Boun Ok Om Bok, where thousands and thousands of Khmer-Krom flock from every corner of the 

province to watch Oum Toulk Ngoo competition. Each year there are at least 50 boats representing 50 differ-

ent temples in Khleang.  Therefore, Boun Ok Om Bok signifies the Khmer tradition known as Boun Oum 

Toulk Ngoo festival which takes place annually, but it has become a “show case” for tourist destination that 

the local authority has exploited from the Indigenous Khmer-Krom peoples.  

 

In addition, there is one Khmer Buddhist temple lo-

cated just a kilometer away from down town called 

Wat Mahatup, it is  designated for the western tourist 

attraction stop by for a day visit and “it is well-known 

throughout the world as Bat Pagoda”, said a German 

tourist visited in Oct 2003. 

 

This temple was built in 1569. Growing up, I have per-

sonally stopped by and seen hundreds and hundreds of 

bats hung upside down on the trees by the temple, and 

it has been a unique attraction for so many decades ago. 

Unfortunately, the Dharma Hall of this temple was 

burned down on August 15, 2007.  The start of the fire 

is very suspicious but the Vietnamese government 

showed no effort into investigating it. After this 

Dharma hall has burned down, the Vietnamese govern-

ment promised to provide financial support to rebuild it. But at the end the Abbot and the community members 

of Wat Mahatup had to appeal the donation from the Khmer-Krom abroad to help rebuilding it. It is not easy 

for the Indigenous Khmer-Krom peoples to preserve their culture and religion when they have no rights to 

freely practice or to express their religious freedom.  
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By: Samon Thach 

  

How does Luong Hor get its name?  During the great Khmer Em-

pire there was a king advisor who was commonly known as Ta Hor.  

Ta in Khmer literally means old man and Hor means a wise person 

who advises the king on his daily important decision-making. 

  

One day Ta Hor traveled down the great Mekong River on a boat 

from Phnom Penh on an important mission.  Once Ta Hor reached 

the location, his boat began to take water.  Suddenly water was flow-

ing so fast into the boat and sunk it.  Unfortunately Ta Hor drowned 

along with the boat.  In Khmer when someone drowns, people tend 

to yell out long turk.  The Khmer word long means to drown and 

turk means water. 

  

When one referring to someone by name who is drowning, one would say Ta Hor Long turk meaning Ta Hor is 

drowning.  From that point on people in the area started to say the phrase in Khmer Ta Hor Long turk when refer-

ring to the location where Ta Hor drowned.  So instead of saying the whole phrase Ta Hor Long turk, people 

started to reference the drowning Ta Hor area as Luong Hor.  And that is how Luong Hor got its name. 

  

Luong Hor is among the 21 provinces located in the Mekong River Delta of Kampuchea-Krom and about 135 km 

southwest of Prei Norkor, present day Ho Chi Minh City.  There are 6 districts, 107 communes, and 846 villages.  

The total area of Luong Hor is about 1475.2 km2.  Among the 6 districts only 4 of those has Krom Krom popula-

tion living in them.  They are Pasa Thamey – Tam Binh, Ta On – Tra On, Hongk Kaley – Binh Minh, and Kam-

pong Leam – Vung Liem, in Khmer and Vietnamese respectively. 

  

Luong Hor is a province well known for it fishery, rice, and fruit plantation 

due to its rich and fertile soil.  On the other hand there were many temples 

before the wars in Luong Hor.  As a result of the Vietnamese government pol-

icy to systematically eliminate the Khmer-Krom people through destroying 

temples in which destroy the culture and tradition that comes with it.  Cur-

rently there are about 13 Khmer-Krom temples left in Luong Hor. 

  

One of many significant events that happened in Luong Hor was the event 

that the Vietnamese chased the Khmer-Krom people with weapons toward a 

river in the Pasa Thamey district called Peam Bai Sor.  There, the Khmer-

Krom people got nowhere else to run but defend themselves.  They fearlessly 

fought with the Vietnamese with what they could find and were not very suc-

cessful.  The Khmer-Krom people were trying to get away from being slaugh-

ter for their land and were carrying cooked rice with them as they fled for 

their lives.  After the aftermath, the riverbank at the Pasa Thamey was littered 

with cooked rice.  Witnesses that saw the event named it Peam Bai Sor; which 

literally mean white rice riverbank.  To today many Khmer-Krom people in 

Luong Hor, especially the people in Pasa Thamey remember this significant 

event and pass it down to the younger generation. 

Luong Hor 
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By Sophac Thach 

 

“We who engage in nonviolent direct action are not 

the creators of tension. We merely bring to the surface 

the hidden tension that is already alive.” Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr.  

 

Every time I hear Vietnam accuse the Indigenous 

Khmer-Krom people who bravely stand-up for their 

rights for disturbing the Vietnamese society, I start re-

membering about the above quote that Dr. King said 

when he was a leader of the Human Rights movement 

in America. 

 

It is not surprising to see that a communist country like 

Vietnam has no respect nor honour the rights of its In-

digenous peoples.  Vietnam has been a member of the 

United Nations for many years now in order to end the 

poverty that its people are facing, through funding from 

developed countries. It also signed many treaties with 

the international community in respect to the human 

rights issues.  Yet, even until this day, many of its peo-

ple still face poverty, the people that no one talks about, 

the Indigenous peoples. Much of the funding given by 

generous countries is filtered into infrastructures and 

housing for mainly ethnic Viet (Kinh), the ruling ethnic 

in Vietnam. In addition, Indigenous peoples like our 

Khmer-Krom people are not only lacking proper infra-

structure such as clean-water and roads, proper educa-

tion and health care, but we also lack the rights that we 

deserve as human beings. 

 

Vietnam receives a great amount of monetary aid from 

the international community each year, but yet, the aid 

received were not invested or distributed into the much 

needed area.  Sometime, we have to wonder where the 

money have gone to; whether much of the money is 

pocketed by the powerful officials and unfair distribu-

tions were taken place or, was it invested into areas 

where funding is most needed.  It seems that the rich 

are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer. 

 

The Vietnamese Communist Party keeps on promoting 

itself as a peace loving country to the international 

community in order to gain the world recognition.  

Is it not hypocritical that a self-proclaimed peace 

loving nation routinely violates the rights and free-

dom of its own citizen?    Vietnam’s past actions 

speak for themselves.  As we all know, the rights 

of the Indigenous Khmer-Krom people are being 

violated every day. The Khmer-Krom Buddhist 

monks are being arrested because they stand up for 

the rights to practise their religion: Theravada 

Buddhism.  What are the limits of justice?  

 

In many other countries, the Indigenous’ rights and 

freedom are universally accepted and respected.  

In Canada for example, the Indigenous First Na-

tion people have every rights as citizens, not only 

that, they also receive a great amount of funding to 

compensate for their lost of lands.   

 

The Indigenous peoples with the First Nation 

Status living on or off reserve are eligible for non-

insured healthcare and may apply for post-

secondary assistance.  For those living on reserve, 

the Federal government provides funds for hous-

ing, elementary and secondary education, health 

services and social assistance. 

 

There is certainly a prominent difference between 

the Indigenous peoples who live in the developed 

countries and those living in the developing coun-

tries; the difference is even starker if the Indige-

nous peoples are living in developing countries 

with the communist or dictatorial rule.  Since Viet-

nam has just signed the UN Declaration on the 

Rights of the Indigenous Peoples on September 

13, 2007, Vietnam should implement it to ensure 

that the rights of the Indigenous peoples in Viet-

nam are respected. If not, the Indigenous peoples 

will continue to fight peacefully for their rights. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Indigenous Rights 

k 



 

DECEMBER 2007  VOLUME 3    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                        20                       KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG 

 

By Raksa Kim  

International Human Rights Day is dated back in 1948 

on the 10th December when the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly initially adopted the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights. United Nations (UN) is an inter-

national organization whose stated objectives are to 

assist collaboration in international security, interna-

tional law, social progress, economic development and 

human rights issues. 

 The United Nations General Assembly is one of the 

five primary limbs of the United Nations and the only 

one in which all member nations has equal representa-

tion. Its powers are to manage the budget of the United 

Nations, receive reports from other parts of the United 

Nations, make recommendation in the form of General 

Assembly Resolutions and appoint the non-permanent 

members to the Security Council.  

Every year on the 10th of December we celebrate the 

Human Rights Day to mark the adoption of the Univer-

sal Declaration of Human Rights. The reason we cele-

brate Human Rights Day is because there are still many 

unfortunate people out there in the world who do not 

have rights granted to them such as the right to equal-

ity, the right to freedom, the right against exploitation, 

the right to freedom of religion, the right to constitu-

tional remedies and cultural and educational rights.  

Khmer-Krom people in Kampuchea-Krom do not have 

many of these rights granted to them. They are not be-

ing treated equally, cultural and religion rights are be-

ing restricted and there is no public school that teaches 

Khmer language. By celebrating the Human Rights 

Day, it creates awareness that all human beings are 

born with equal and undeniable rights and fundamental 

freedoms and it facilitates the promotion of security, 

freedom and peace in all nations.  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights consists of 30 

articles which outline the view of the General Assem-

bly on the human rights guaranteed to all human be-

ings. Human rights refers to the basic rights and free-

doms to which all humans are entitled. Stated in the 

United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, article 1, "All human beings are born free 

and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 

with reason and conscience and should act towards 

one another in a spirit of brotherhood." The basic 

rights and freedom often include the right to life 

and liberty (living your life without threats), free-

dom of thought and expression (able to express 

your thought and opinion without feeling intimi-

dated and threatened), and all are equal before the 

law.  

Each year on Human Rights Day, the day is cele-

brated with a given theme. The themes for 2005 

and 2006 were freedom to have a union voice on 

the job and fighting poverty, respectively. This 

year's theme is Responsibility for Tomor-

row...Today. Next year is the 60th anniversary of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 

the theme will be "Dignity and Justice for all of 

us."  

People all over the world use the day to raise 

awareness of the rights contained in the Declara-

tion by designing posters to promote human rights, 

hold conferences, seminars or training for educa-

tors at all levels on the Universal Declaration and 

human rights, hold a concert featuring local musi-

cians and get UN representatives and human rights 

activists to speak during the concert on the theme 

of human rights and materials on the Declaration 

could be provided to concert-goers etc.  

The Human Rights Day is celebrated to make sure 

people know what their rights are. Everyone have 

the right to know what their rights are and claim 

those rights as their own. For our unfortunate 

Krom-Krom people back in Kampuchea-Krom, 

they have no knowledge of such day and have no 

knowledge of what rights they are entitled to. We 

should aim to raise awareness about the Human 

Rights Day in Kampuchea-Krom because they are 

very ignorant about their rights.  

International Human Rights Day  

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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Religious Freedom in Vietnam 
 

By Vijet Son 

 

On November 13, 2006, Vietnam was removed from the Countries of Particular Concern (CPC) listed by the 

US State Department. According to the State Department spokesman Edgar Vasquez, “The reason is that Viet-

nam has made significant improvement towards advancing religious freedom and longer fits the criteria of se-

vere violator as defined in the International Religious Freedom Act”.  Vietnam had deceived the US State De-

partment into believing that the people in Vietnam have the rights to practice their religions freely. 

 

After Vietnam was removed from CPC and officially joined the World Trade Organization (WTO), Vietnam 

have arrested religious leaders who bravely stood up for their religious rights. On February 8, 2007, about two 

hundred Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks organized a peaceful demonstration to demand privilege for their reli-

gious rights to practice their Theravada Buddhism freely . Unfortunately, nineteen Khmer-Krom Buddhist 

monks were arrested, defrocked, and five of them were sentenced from 2 to 4 years on May 10, 2007.  

 

On June 30, 2006, Vietnam ordered Cambodia government to arrest, defrock, and deport Venerable Tim Sak-

horn, who was an Abbot of North Phnom Penh Temple in Cambodia, from Cambodia to imprison in Vietnam. 

Venerable Tim Sakhorn was sentenced to one year in prison for sabotaging the unification of Vietnam even 

though he is a Cambodian citizen.  

 

The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) had organized many demonstrations in front of the Viet-

namese embassy around the globe to let the world know that the Indigenous Khmer-Krom people do not have 

the right to practice their religion and demand the Vietnamese Communist government to release the Khmer-

Krom Buddhist monks who are in the prison in Vietnam. Fortunately, the worldwide demonstrations and the 

Press Releases that KKF sent out to the media had brought to the attention of the US Congressional Human 

Rights Caucus. 

 

On Thursday, December 6, 2007, KKF was invited to do a testimony before: US Congressional Human Rights 

Caucus, Taskforce on International Religious Freedom, and Congressional Caucus on Vietnam, in Washington 

DC at the Briefing on the Religious Freedom in Vietnam. Mr. Sereivuth Prak, KKF Vice-president, had done a 

great job to present how the rights of Indigenous Khmer-Krom people are being violated by the Vietnamese 

Communist (VC) government. This is the first time in our Khmer-Krom history that the hidden Khmer-Krom 

Human Rights violations committed by the VC government exposed to the US law makers, Congresswoman 

Loretta Senchez, Ambassador John Hanford (U.S. State Department), Commissioner Leonard Leo (U.S. Com-

mission on International Religious Freedom) and other Human Rights Advocates.  

 

With the testimonies that the Human Rights advocates presented at the Briefing on the Religious Freedom in 

Vietnam, it shows that Vietnam should not be removed from the CPC list. To help our unfortunate Khmer-

Krom back home to have their rights to practice their religious freedom freely, if you are living in the US, 

please help sending letter to your senators to support H.R. 3096: Vietnam Human Rights Act 2007. If you need 

a sample letter to write to your senator, please use the information in this link: http://khmerkrom.net/?

q=node/1163 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
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By Thanh Tang 

 

My name is Thanh, from Vinh Chau district, Khleang Province, Kampuchea Krom. My family and I migrated to Amer-

ica when I was a teenager.  I now live in Atlanta, GA.  I have been in America for 15 years.  I graduated from university 

in 2002 with a bachelor in management and marketing.  After college, I worked for a big retail store for a few years and 

got nowhere, so I decided to start my own landscaping business. 

 

What really led me to start my own business was the frustration I had with corporate America.  I worked so hard in my 

previous job and had nothing to show for it.  I worked anywhere between 50 to 80 hours per week and through all the 

holidays, hoping one day they would promote me.  That never happened.  Needless to say, I gave up and decided to start 

my own business.  There were several challenges in starting my own company.  For one, this industry was new to me; it 

also was a very saturated market and very competitive.  But I knew that I can still make money if I work hard. Second, it 

required a descent amount of capital to start this business.  Third, I just got married just a couple of years ago, and eve-

ryone knows that newly wed couples do not have a lot of money to spare.  I had to risk all my life’s savings on this.  

Fourth, I feel pressured to make a lot of money because after all, aren’t college graduates supposed to make a lot of 

money?  I am pretty sure some of you have heard that before from somewhere.  Last, but not least, what people in the 

Khmer Krom community say about my business venture. 

 

After long consideration, my wife and I have agreed that we should take the risk and open this business.  At first, it was 

a struggle.  I was so used to take orders from my superior and delegated to my associates.  Now, I have to do everything 

myself from advertising to estimates to doing the actual job.  One thing for sure, when you own your own business, 

there is no such thing as “do not bring your work home”.  You think about your business 24 hours a day and 365 days a 

year.  While struggling with my business, there was another thing that bothered me.  People in the Khmer Krom commu-

nity started to gossip about me.  All I heard was “why would he go to college and go cutting grass?  Everybody can cut 

grass without a college degree”.  I did not let that bother me.  A few months into my business I started to see some suc-

cess from my business.  Now, you may ask, if you have to endure all of these, why would any one wants to start their 

own business?  While that is true, there are a lot of rewards that come with owning your own business.  The key to own-

ing your own business is you have to love what you do and the rewards have to outweigh the risks. 

 

It’s been two years into my business venture.  There is not one day that I regret about my decision two years ago.  My 

business has improved from year to year, and I enjoy being my own boss.  I enjoy having the autonomy to what I want 

and as I please. I definitely enjoy the time off during the holidays and long vacations; which I never had the privilege of 

a few years ago.  The investment I made two years ago is now starting to pay off. As for those who think that cutting 

grass was easy and anyone can do it, think again.  While it is true that cutting grass does not require a college degree, the 

fact is having a college degree has made me transitioned from an employee to an owner a lot easier.  I was able to apply 

what I learned in school and my previous jobs to my business and that helped tremendously. 

 

In conclusion, I think that Khmer Krom children need to understand the importance of going to college and continue 

your education beyond high school.  Your knowledge is the most important thing to you and no one can take that away 

from you.  Many of you may think that going to college or universities is a waste of time and money, believe me, the 

investment you make now will come handy in the future.  Reality is people tend to look and think of you differently if 

you are educated or successful as oppose to otherwise.  I also see that in our Khmer Krom community, we lack entrepre-

neurs.  We need to break the cycle; the cycle of just earning enough to provide for the family.  Prove to our elders and to 

the world that we are capable of doing bigger and better things.  We are no longer satisfied with just having a roof over 

our heads and food to feed our mouths.  Show them that we can earn a degree and make top dollars or capable of owning 

our own business and become successful.  It does not matter what your aspirations are, if you work hard at it, you will 

succeed.  If you do not have the aspiration to own your own business, then there is nothing wrong with working for 

other people so long as you are happy with what you are doing.  A man once said “do what you love and you don’t have 

to work a day in your life”.  Another man also once said “the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over 

again and expect different result”.  You have to break the cycle and it starts right now with you. 

Breaking the Cycle 

EDUCATION 
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By Dr. Thach 

  

The word "education" derives from the Latin "educare", 

meaning "to nourish" or "to raise" which is also related 

to deuce meaning "to lead out".  

 

Under these unique circumstances, it is culturally appro-

priate for me to state that education is indeed a funda-

mental family values in all the Khmer Krom nuclear 

support system. In this case, I am referring to your par-

ents who have been working diligently to support their 

own children for better education. Most, if not all, when 

came to a third world country looking for a better life 

for their kids. They sacrificed basically all most any-

thing from mental, physical energy, time, financial and 

psychological in attempting and striving to make sure 

their loved ones would have a better life in a new world. 

Parents are the ultimate any types of supporters for all of 

you. Therefore, please take a moment or two to express 

your sincere gratitude for their loved and guidance. Per-

haps without their assistance, many of you would have 

not got the opportunity to succeed and be successful in 

your life thus far.  

 

As a parent, an educator and your advisor, I would like 

to share with you briefly about the philosophy of educa-

tion from my personal perspectives and experiences in 

life. The philosophy of education is the study of the pur-

pose, process, nature and ideals of education. This can 

be within the context of education as a societal institu-

tion or more broadly as the process of human existential 

growth. Our understanding of the world is continually 

transformed be it from facts, social customs, experi-

ences, or even our own emotions. For instance, the 

Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) is the in-

stitution that needs your intellectual contributions in or-

der to educate and reeducate the people around the 

world concerning the Human Rights issues in our own 

native homeland. 

  

I truly believe that with your family support, life experi-

ences and your education, together we will achieve our 

ultimate Human Rights objectives. In addition to the 

above mentioned, what I termed is humanistic educa-

tion. It means the whole person, not just the intellect, is 

engaged in the growth and development that are the 

signs of real learning. The emotions, the social being, 

the mind, and the skills needed for a career direction are 

all focuses of humanistic education. This perception 

is interrelated to what I view is educational empow-

erment. It states as follows: Educational empower-

ment may be understood as the discovery and enact-

ment of authoritative voice and purpose through 

one's unique experience. It can begin with two peo-

ple or a group and often engages individuals' com-

plex group memberships and histories. It thrives on 

curiosity, courage, patience, communication, and 

caring.  

 

Time has arrived and the Khmer Krom younger gen-

eration must stand up and stand up very tall in order 

to assist our own loved ones to gain their freedom 

for Human Rights. Each and every one of you is in-

deed very unique with full of talents and intellectual 

capabilities to be more visible on the international 

levels voicing on behalf of your loved ones. The 

power of the Internet is in its human connective po-

tential. By connecting each other global citizens and 

local community members we learn better. We open 

ourselves to new ideas and in turn shape the thinking 

of others through diverse inputs. Once again, time 

has come and there is no fear. Perhaps, some might 

think, there is a fear of failure. By that, I mean we 

learn wisdom from failure much more than success. 

We often discover what we will do, by finding out 

what we will not do. Consequently, what would life 

be if we had no courage to attempt anything?  

 

Finally, inspirational words of wisdom, wisdom is 

the sharing of wise experiences and knowledge, but 

a lot of it is common sense. The difference is how 

we apply this common sense - we all have the ability 

to keep going even when we face challenges in our 

lives - basically it comes down to your attitude. We 

can have a positive attitude towards life, or a nega-

tive attitude. We can focus on the good or we can 

focus on the bad. Keeping a positive mental attitude 

is one of the keys to success. The choice is always 

up to us! Life, family and education are essential 

foundation for all of the Khmer Krom families’ net-

work support system. Education is the ultimate hu-

man resource that can confidently and optimistically 

enhance our endeavors to achieve anything in life.  

EDUCATION 

Viewing Life Through Family and Education  
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By Chansopheap Kien 

 

 

 

 

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

Khmer Traditional Clothes Display        

This style is called Sompot Jong 

Kabin with the lace top (Our Pbuck).  

 

This style can be worn to many 

Khmer traditional ceremonies such 

as Ben Kathen, Ben Phaka Phrak and 

water festival.  We also can wear 

this Kabin and lace top for the wed-

dings during phi thi kath sok (khmer 

traditional hair cut during the wed-

ding ceremony) or greeting the 

guests.  

This Kabin and lace top (Our Pbuck) can be worn along with the 

scarf that wraps over one shoulder.  This style can be worn to many 

Khmer traditional ceremonies.  

k 

Khmer Krom Celebrated Kathina at Khmer Krom Celebrated Kathina at Khmer Krom Celebrated Kathina at    

Wat Khemara Rangsey, San Jose, California on November 10, 2007 Wat Khemara Rangsey, San Jose, California on November 10, 2007 Wat Khemara Rangsey, San Jose, California on November 10, 2007    



 

DECEMBER 2007  VOLUME 3    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                        25                       KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG 

 

By Serey Chau 

 

On October every year, the Vietnamese travel agencies in Vietnam advertise on the Internet about the Bull 

Race (or Ox Race) festival of our Khmer-Krom in An Giang province. The Vietnamese travel agencies try to 

lure the tourists, especially the foreign tourists, from Prey-Nokor (renamed to Vietnamese as Sai Gon, and 

then, Ho Chi Minh after 1975) city to watch the race. Since I came from An Giang province, I have been 

asked many questions about the Bull Race in my province. With my little memory about the Bull Race that I 

used to watch in my home town, I would like to share it with you. 

 

First of all, I would like to explain where An Giang province is in Kampuchea Krom? Most Cambodians 

from Cambodia do not know what An Giang province is called in Khmer, even though they know that An 

Giang province is in Kampuchea Krom. The An Giang province was formed after the Vietnamese Communist 

(VC) took over Kampuchea Krom on April 30, 1975. The VC government did not like whatever belonged to 

the old regime. Thus, they combined the Moth-Chrouk (renamed to Vietnamese as Chau Doc) province and 

Ba-Rach (renamed to Vietnamese as Long Xuyen) province to form An Giang province.  

 

Most Khmer-Krom people who are living in An Giang province, are in the Sway-Ton (renamed to Vietnamese 

as Tri Ton) district and Kro-Bao (renamed to Vietnamese as Tinh Bien) district. These two districts used to 

belong to Moth-Chrouk province. Sway-Ton and Kro-Bao districts are the mountainous areas. People also call 

this area as the Seven Mountains area. Before 1975, there were very few Vietnamese in Sway-Ton and Kro-

Bao districts. That explains why most of the Khmer-Krom elders live in Sway-Ton and Kro-Bao district can-

not speak Vietnamese fluently because they rarely interact nor do businesses with the Vietnamese. Unfortu-

nately, after 1975, the VC government has implemented their immigration policies by sending lots of Vietnam-

ese from the North to Sway-Ton and Kro-Bao districts. Today, if you go to all the villages in Sway-Ton or Kro

-Bao, you will see a lot of the North Vietnamese people. 

 

Since the Vietnamese have controlled Kampuchea Krom, they have tried to assimilate Khmer-Krom to be 

Vietnamese. One of their strategies was to force Khmer-Krom people to change their names to Vietnamese. 

They forced Khmer-Krom people to use common last names, such as: Thach, Son, Kien, Kim, Danh, etc, but 

in Moth-Chrouk province, the common last names for Khmer-Krom are Chau (or Chao) and Neang. A 

Khmer-Krom man would have his last name as Chau and a Khmer-Krom woman would have her last name 

as Neang. There are a few Khmer-Krom families who used their grandfather’s first name as their last name 

just like the Cambodian in Cambodia, but they used to face difficulties because they do not follow the Viet-

namese’s rule. 

Most of our Khmer-Krom people are farmers. They are poor and cannot afford to play any sport. They do not 

have tractors to harrow their farmlands to plant rice. They mostly use Bulls (in other province, our Khmer-

Krom farmers use Buffalo) to harrow their farmlands. One of the sports they came up with is Bull Race. In my 

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

Bull Race in An Giang Province 
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village, every time a temple near my house need to harrow its 

farmland, our Khmer-Krom men voluntarily bring their Bulls 

to harrow our temple’s farmland and when it is done, they have 

a Bull Race on the muddy land. The way they have the Bull 

Race is to have two pairs of Bulls lining up on the designated 

race track. The Starting point is also the destination because 

the race track is basically a circle outlining the temple’s farm-

land. The faster the Bulls run; the most fun we have because 

people are clapping and shouting to support the race. 

 

The Bull Race happens in many villages throughout the Sway-

Ton and Kro-Bao districts during the harrowing farmland sea-

son. Every time there is a Bull Race on a temple’s farmland, 

our Khmer-Krom men from different villages bring their Bulls 

to help harrowing the farmland for the temple and other people 

just come to watch as supporters. We consider this as a fun 

sport, if the Bulls win the race, those Bulls will worth more 

when they are sold because people want to get those Bulls. 

Some people do have betting during the Bull Race, but the bet-

ting is just for fun. 

 

Unfortunately, the Bull Race of the Khmer-Krom people in 

Sway-Ton and Kro-Bao districts now has been used to attract 

the tourists for the VC government. Since 1992, the authorities 

of Sway-Ton and Kro-Bao districts hold the Bull Race on Oc-

tober (one year in Sway-Ton district and another year in Kro-Bao district) during the Don-Ta festival which is the 

ceremony that our Khmer-Krom people commemorate our ancestors. The authority of each district dedicates a 

field just for Bull Race and sells tickets to whoever wants to watch the race. This is a Khmer-Krom sport; our 

Khmer-Krom people are poor, so most of them cannot afford to buy the ticket to watch the race. It is sad to see our 

traditional sport has been exploited for tourism and benefits the Vietnam authorities, not the poor Khmer-Krom.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please Write to Your Senators to Support H.R. 3096: Vietnam Human Rights Act 2007  

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 
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KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

by: Samnang Kien 

Independent Vowels 

Independent vowels are known as Srah Phenh Tour (complete vowels), because they incorporate both an initial 

consonants and vowels. Independent vowels consist of 15 vowels as shown in the table below, they have three 

different pronunciation, from 1 to 7 and 12 to 15 are spelled with an initial [ A-G.], 8 and 9 are spelled with an 

initial [ R-r .], 10 and 11 are spelled with an initial [ L-l  .]. (Huffman, 1970). 

 

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

PasaExµr                     Khmer Language  
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