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PREFACE 
 

The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) is proud to release the second 

edition of our  Youth Voices! publication. 

   

The second edition has illustrated all Khmer-Krom community events from our homeland and from 

oversea communities, and related international news that most matter to Khmer-Krom sufferings in the 

Mekong Delta. 

 

The dying issues of the past few months have been the continued oppressions in our homeland such as the 

daylight kidnapping of our Venerable Tim Sakhorn in Cambodia by the Vietnamese secret agents to 

Vietnam.  Khmer-Kroms and Khmer general public around the world have so far expressed outrage and 

have called for the immediate release of our innocent monk. 

 

The second key item of the day is the UN’s adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples, which fundamentally provides hope to our people as the Indigenous Peoples of the Mekong 

delta—our rights to our native lands, our nationhood, and to self-determination. 

 

And last but not least is the passing Smith’s bill, the “Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2007” (H.R. 3096), to 

promote Human Rights reform in Vietnam.   This Bill is to prohibit increased U.S. non-humanitarian 

assistance to the Government of Vietnam if it continues to violate the human rights of its citizens. 

 

We, KKFYC team, once again thank all our young writers, readers, supporting elders, and our friends for 

offering your hands to this publication.   

 

Upon the arrival of our Bonn Dounta (Bonn Pjum Bonn) ceremony, we wish every Khmer-Krom and 

Khmer youths have a joyous celebration! 

 

If you are interested in contributing any of your articles or comments, please do not hesitate to send them 

to us at kkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.org 

 

O-khun! (Thank You!) 
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Report: Oppression that Vietnam did to me before my Defrocking 
By Chen Chon Son 

 

My name is Chen Chon Son.  I was born in 1985 in Phno Andet village, Kompong Tuok 
sub-district, Kompong Thom district, Preah Trapeang Province in Kampuchea Krom. 
 
I was ordained into monkhood and started following the Buddhism scripture and 
monastic life on May 23rd, 2001, resided at Pothitep Jetenaram (Phno Andet) Pagoda, 
which venerable Son Bien was the head monk. 
 
My father is Son Cheng and my mother is Thach Thi Saryam. Both are living in Phnoh 
Ondet village, Kompong Tuk, district of Kompong Thom, Preask Trapeang province 
Kampuchea-Krom. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to share my life experience and report about Vietnamese communist 
government threats, suppression, and the violation of my rights as follow. 
 
On October 15, 2006, (While I was still in my monk hood) I visited Cambodia and returned to my home town 
Kampuchea Krom (South Vietnam) after one week.  On my arrival at my home town pagoda, Vietnamese police at 
my village called me up to the local police department for questioning. They accused me of taking some 
documents from Kampuchea-Krom to Cambodia brought back some documents from Cambodia to Kampuchea-
Krom.  From that day on, they sent their secret personnel to monitor my every action and movement up until the 
event that took place in Preah Trapeang Province on January 19th 2007 which made me led about forty monks from 
Kompong Nikrot pagoda headed to the local police department of Konh-Chong district without our lunch (after 
noon time, Buddhist monks are not allowed to serve food, only soft drinks are allowed).  Our goal was to demand 
Vietnamese police to release one of our fellow monks by the name Thach Thung that had been arrested on January 
17th 2007. Venerable Thung was accused to have brought back 60 issues of Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation 
(KKF) newsletters; one camcorder, and one digital camera to spread political news to other monks and laypeople 
in Preah Trapeang province.  On his way to Preah Trapeang pagoda, he was stopped and arrested by the traffic 
police and security police who worked together to set up a road block. They questioned him, and took away those 
60 issues of newsletters and everything he had on him. Up to January 19th 2007, there was still no resolution to the 
release of venerable Thach Thung. The Khmer-Krom citizens organized a protest demanding the release of 
venerable Thung and asked the Vietnamese government to respect human rights law.  After four hours of protest, 
the police released venerable Thung. 
  
On the Morning of the following day, January 20th 2007, the Vietnamese authority working with Unity Association 
in Preah Trapeang province [an association that Vietnamese government formed to watch over the Buddhist 
community in Vietnam] called up those monks who have demanded the release of venerable Thach Thung for a 
meeting. They wanted to find out who was the leader that organized the protest. 
 
From the temple, the following monks and people were called up for the meeting: (names have been changed to 
protect people) 
  

1. Venerable Thach Sovat 
2. Venerable Thach Suos 
3. Venerable Thach Vijet 
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4. Venerable Thach Virak 
5. Venerable Thach Doung     
6. Mr. Thach Sombat 
7. Mr. Thach Jear 
8. Mr. Thach Chorern 
9. Mr. Thach Vang 
 

There were also representatives of the village, district and sub-district in the province which I do not know all of 
their names.  As mentioned, their goal was to find out why such protest was formed, and who the leader behind 
this protest was because there have never been such protests in Vietnam in the past.   During the meeting, they 
tried to educate the monks and citizen protesters that what they did was wrong and against the Laws of Vietnam; 
and also wrong against the moral obligation of Buddhism.  They threatened and prohibited Khmer-Krom monks 
not to form this kind of protest again in the future.   The meeting lasted four days - from January 20th to January 
23rd 2007 - the Vietnamese authorities were unable to get the result they wanted to hear from the protesters.  
Reason being because they were so committed and stood up together that they did not resent what they did was 
wrong.  They are unable to sit and watch the arrest and imprisonment of their fellow Buddhist monks without a 
reasonable explanation. The protesters said the forming of the protest was volunteered by all the protesters, there 
was no leader or incitement from any individual monk or person to form that protest. 
 
After many questionings and accusations in the four long days meeting, the Vietnamese authority began using 
other tactics because they did not get the result they wanted.  At 3pm on January 23rd 2007, they came to venerable 
Thach Xuong, the head master of Kompong Jrey Pagoda, and to the superintendent of Buddhist College where all 
those protester monks studied. They instructed the Superintendent to let his entire student monks return to their 
own temple (their village pagoda) to get more education (instruction) from the Head monk of their hometown 
pagoda. The superintendent said that if we refuse to go back to our village temple, they will not allow us to take 
our final exam. Since it was only one more week until the exam began, we were pressured to return unhappily and 
disbelieve that the superintendent took order from Vietnamese authority.  When all the student monks returned to 
their home town village temple, the District police came and questioned each monk individually.  The Vietnamese 
authority could not get any answer from the group of monks; they started to question each monk individually. They 
threatened and scared the monks with everything they could think of. Some monks could not bear their tactic and 
admitted to them what they wanted to hear.   After they knew who led the protesters for the release of Venerable 
Thach Thung, the police came and arrested me and venerable Son Lum’Arn. 
 
Morning of January 24th 2007, they sent me along with a fellow monk, venerable Son Lum’Arn, to the regional 
department where we were to stay. The Authorities however chose to place me at a different place, under the 
temple arrest where I was monitored by venerable Kim Thon.   That was the year I supposed to take my final exam 
and receive my degree but my education was forced to be discontinued by not allowed me to take the final exam.  
Since I was worried about not being able to take my final exam which I have been studying hard for almost a year, 
I wrote a letter to the superintendent of the College of Buddhism to seek help, so that I could take my final exam.   
The Superintendent agreed to help.  With the support from fellow student monks, the Vietnamese authority 
allowed me to take my final exam.  On January 31st 2007, the day of the exam, I was forced to sign an agreement 
with the Vietnamese authority. The agreement said, if I fail the exam, nothing will happen, however, if I pass the 
exam, I will have to give my diploma (degree) to them.  After that, I felt so stress taking the final exam, but for my 
own reputation, I managed to finish the exam.  The result of the final exam, I came 23rd out of 270 students.  This 
was my pride, but sadly my diploma was taken away from me. 
 
Then on the morning of February 2nd 2007, two officers picked me up with a vehicle to their department and asked 
more questions for one whole day. Then they brought me back to the same place where they were keeping me 
tightly guarded. They putted me in a room (house arrest in the temple) away from everyone else and would not let 
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me go anywhere close to or walk near the temple fence or from room to room to talk to my fellow monks. That 
was their order and even when I was sleeping, there were people guarding all directions. 
 
They did this because they wanted me to admit I was wrong. They took documents of Khmer history (Cambodia 
history), VCDs, CDs about Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) movement, one computer, one printer, 
and one digital Camera off me.   They accused that having those things were against the law. They also accused me 
as anti-Vietnamese government.  But whatever they said, I always believe what I did is not wrong; it is not wrong, 
not against the international law nor against the law of Vietnam.  We have the right to know about our own rights 
and the right to know about the news that happens in our own country.   The incident lasted for two months. On 
March 29th 2007, the authority brought me to a hearing about my crime. The offense included, maintaining 
documentation that is anti Vietnamese government, writing poetry that is anti Vietnam, starting up a protest that is 
considered to be inappropriate in Vietnam, and other crimes can potentially put me up to 20 years in prison! 
 
As always, I did not accept what ever I did was wrong; I always think that this is a threat that they use to frighten 
my bravery. 
 
Finally on April 13th 2007, the authorities gathered all Head monks from different districts in Preah Trapeang for a 
meeting to defrock me.  I did not violate the Buddhist regulation so they could not defrock me. However, the 
meeting continued and they said that I have violated the law of Vietnam, so Buddhist has to hand me over to the 
Vietnamese government. At the end of the meeting, there was a final agreement signed by all of the head monks.  
From that day forward, my life as a monk is vanished, which mean Vietnam would not accept me as a monk 
anymore even if I was in Buddhist robe. 
 
On April 14th 2007, the authorities together with Unity Association in Preah Trapeang province defrocked me at 
Pothi-Tep Jetanaram Pagoda with about 200 monks and members of the temple attending. There were also about 
50 Vietnamese police surrounded the pagoda during the defrock ritual. I was then returned to my family.   After 
my defrocking, my life has never been the same; I do not have the same freedom as the other civilians. 

 
 

����� 

The People of the Mekong Delta 
By Cythia Son 

 

Four years ago, I had no idea who the Khmer-Krom people were, much less what trials they were going through. I 
could not even point out their country on a map! We never learned about them in our history classes, we never 
heard about the daily persecutions of these people on the news, and we certainly never even seen a headline about 
the slow elimination of the indigenous people in the newspapers. 
 
The closest thing we ever came to studying about Southeast Asia was one or two chapters on the Vietnam War; 
though, usually, we would skip that section of the book and learn about something more "important". 
 
When I met my husband three years ago, who happens to be Khmer-Krom, he told me he was Vietnamese 
Cambodian. In my American mind, that told me his mother was probably Cambodian while his father was 
probably Vietnamese, or vice versa. Either way, I never really bothered with it. But, when the subject came up 
again in discussion, he told me he was actually Khmer-Krom, which to him meant "Vietnamese Cambodian". 
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I began asking him questions about his culture, most of which he could not answer because he could not 
remember. Although, he did tell me that when he was a child and was going to school, he was learning how to 
speak, read and write Vietnamese. 
 
"If you were learning all that Vietnamese stuff," I remember asking him, "then why do you only speak in 
Cambodian?" 
 
"Because we fled the country when I was still very young," he answered. The very thought of someone escaping 
from their own country could not be completely grasped in my mind. I was born and raised in the United States of 
America, which meant that I had my rights as a human being and they could never be revoked. 
 
I wished to understand the severity of the Khmer-Krom people and even to make my husband aware of his 
heritage. I went to the public library, ready to check out every book on the Khmer-Krom people. To my surprise, 
there were absolutely no books, movies or even records! I went to every library in the county, my search only 
ending in disappointment. 
 
After we went to Washington to visit my in-laws for the first time, I remember my husband's mother inviting some 
Khmer-Krom people over for lunch. When they arrived, they seemed very surprised that my husband had married 
an American white girl. Suddenly, the conversation turned to me. 
 
"Do you know anything about the Khmer-Krom," one of the visitors asked me. 
 
"They're Vietnamese Cambodians, right?" That was my ignorant white girl answer. 
 
He smiled at me, probably thinking how typical it was that I knew nothing about my own husband's culture. 
"Not quite," he answered. He gave me a brief history lesson; A lesson that would spark my desire to throw myself 
into extensive research and do my part for my husband's people. 
 
The visitor taught me that the title Khmer-Krom does not mean "Vietnamese Cambodian". It means "Cambodians 
from below". The Khmer-Krom was the indigenous people of the Mekong River Delta, long before the Vietnamese 
arrived. In 1949, the Mekong delta was included in the state of South Vietnam, even though Cambodia protested, 
passionately. 
 
During the Pol Pot era in the 1970s, the Vietnamese needed a real reason to invade Cambodia so they basically set 
up a trap for the Pol Pot regime to charge into. The attempt was a success for the Vietnamese as it opened the door 
for their army to invade Cambodia, illegally claiming the Mekong region as their own. 
 
Now, several decades later, the Vietnamese government has denied the Khmer-Krom people their human rights 
and continues to make everyday life difficult for them. 
 
It sounded like something right from my high school American history books, relating to the losing battle the 
Native Americans fought against the Europeans. It horrified me but it also motivated me to dig deeper into this 
crisis that is practically unknown to the world. 
 
Over the next three years, I would learn so many unbelievable things about the Khmer-Krom that will never be 
erased from my mind. It angers me that the Vietnamese government, to this day, does not consider the Khmer-
Krom as civilized. 
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The Vietnamese believe they are doing them a favor by shoving their beliefs, teachings, and language down their 
throats as if they are spear-throwing savages. But, what they fail to mention is that the Vietnamese government is 
denying the Khmer-Krom any affordable health care. They have also forbidden the publishing of their own books 
in their own language, the celebration of their holidays, their teachings and have even defrocked several Khmer-
Krom monks who dare to speak against this unfair government. 
 
I have read, watched and listened to every story on the Khmer-Krom and their history and I still feel that this is not 
enough. We need to do something more than just read about their suffering and watch their sad faces flip through 
the projector. They need the exact same rights we Americans have. The right to speak their language, the right to 
their own religion, the right to publish their books in their language, the right to teach their children of their proud 
history, the right to own their land, the right to speak against the government that squeezes the blood from their 
veins with every new generation. If something is not done soon, the Khmer-Krom will not only fade away, but it 
will be as if they never existed. 

 
����� 

 

Khmer Krom Dragons: My experience 
By Sandy Chau 

The reason why I joined the Khmer-Krom Dragons boat team is because the team 
expressed a need of representation of girls.  As soon as I heard that, without 
hesitation I immediately join the team.  I did not waste anytime to think about this 
because I thought what better way of spending my time getting exercise rowing 
the boat and helping out my community. 
 
This is my second year participating with the team.  And I am glad to be part of 
the team because I have learned so much and nothing can compare to that.  I have 
learned and experienced what teamwork is and give my 110% every time during 
practices.  Teamwork takes endurance, teamwork takes time, and teamwork 
requires synchronization to win. During the races when you have close to nothing 

left inside of you and when you know that you gave all you have got, all the pain that comes with it does not really 
matter anymore because everything is worth it at the end. 
 
Winning feels great and losing is just another way to help you get better.  Lastly, I would like to thank the Khmer-
Krom Dragons boat team for this unique experience as well as the community who has been with us since the 
beginning.  I hope you all enjoyed reading this article. 

 
����� 

 

APEC Protest – Behind the Scenes 
By Miss Sothy Kien 

 
I was disheartened when I saw rain pouring in buckets early Saturday as we made our way to the train station. 
Protesting in the rain was not my idea of spending a Saturday morning and yet when I arrived at the train station, 
my heart lifted when I was greeted by many Khmer and Khmer-Krom people there. 
 
Over forty people from old to very young were smiling as they waited for the train, all determined not to let the 
rain thwart their mission to protest. Buddhist monks in their bright orange robes attracted their own share of 
attention. 
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During our one hour trip to Sydney, I got the opportunity to speak to some of the youths, including a young girl by 
the name of Sally. I passed on the press release and appeals to several youths to read and tried to tell them what 
was going on. 
 
Funny enough when I left, a bystander came up to the youths and asked them what they were protesting about. 
Armed with the new knowledge they were able to tell them what Venerable Tim Sakhorn and his apprehension by 
Vietnamese police despite being a Cambodian citizen. 
 
Once we arrived in the city, we made our way to Victoria Park, a good half an hour walk from the central train 
station. The rain cleared much to our disbelief and the sun came out, a blessing to our protestors. 
 
“What do you want?” a protestor shouted. 
 
“Release our monks!” were the chants of the protestors. 
 
Traffic stopped and listened to our protestors as they read out the 
appeals and Press Release. 
 
They honked in support and there was even an ambulance that did 
a U-turn and turned their lights and sounds to support the 
protestors. 
 
A journalist from The Daily Telegraph took snap shots of the 
Buddhist monks holding a sign stating that communism is a crime. 
 
Being our fourth protest this year alone, our protestors were learning fast on what to do to attract and entertain 
spectators. 
 
Mr. Lam Thanh, our newest KKFYC recruit was amongst a group of youths making quite a noise with the 
traditional Cha Yum instruments. 
 
Over ten Buddhist monks from Melbourne and Sydney also performed a chant, filling the atmosphere with a 
prayer for peace. 
 
After two hours of actively protesting, the protestors took a short lunch break and joined the Amnesty 
International, who was also conducting a demonstration in the same park. 
 
With the onslaught of rain, the one hundred odd numbers of protestors then headed home with a feeling of pride 
and accomplishment. Many left with a feeling that they had the opportunity to voice their concerns on behalf of 
their people back in Kampuchea-Krom. 
 

 
����� 
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The 6th United Nations Human Rights Council took place in 
Geneva from 10th to 28th of September 2007. On September 
23rd, taking advantage of this event, the Khmers Kampuchea-
Krom Federation Europe (KKFE) had organised a 
demonstration in Geneva with the cooperation of the 
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) to 
protest against Cambodia and Vietnam for their violations of 
Human Rights and urge the latter to release Venerable Tim 
Sakhorn who was illegally jailed. Supported by a large 
number of Khmer and Khmer-Krom associations in Europe, 
the goal of the demonstration was to urge Vietnam and 
Cambodia to respect the Humans Rights and demand 
Vietnam to release Venerable Tim SAKHORN who was 
forced to be defrocked without any judiciary procedure on 
June 30th 2007 by the Cambodian authorities and deported by 
the latter to be jailed in Vietnam.  
 

The KKFE based in Paris, a Khmers Kampuchea-Krom 
Federation worldwide (KKF) branch for Europe, is an 
organisation dedicated to defend the fundamental rights and 
the cultural legacy of the Khmer-Krom who are the 
indigenous peoples living in South Vietnam (former French 
Cochin China) with an estimated population of 8 millions. 
They live mainly in the rural areas and 95% of the population 
practice the Theravada Buddhism. 
 

Thousands of Kilometers Covered 

The protesters did not hesitate to cross the borders with about 
400 people present. The total amount of distance covered by 
buses carrying the participants represented added to more 
than 3500 Kilometers. Gathering from Paris, Mulhouse, 
Lyon, Grenoble for France, Zurich, Bern, Genève for 
Switzerland, Milan for Italia, all the participants made 
personal sacrifices with their own time and or money to come 
to demonstrate. 
 

Starting from « Rue des Alpes », the protesters marched 
toward the "Quai Wilson", where they protested silently by 
making a Die-in. The Die-In protesting is one which people 
lie down on the ground to symbolize the victims of the 
Vietnamese persecutions against religious freedom. Each 
person on the ground has written on the front, their name, 
date, and the circumstance of the victim's death. The march 
continued into the streets of Geneva and ended at the "Place 

des Nations" where the ending ceremony took place.   

Die-in at the Quai Wilson Place 

Bona - Grenoble (France) 

In every demonstration, I have 
participated very passionately. I 
have come to Paris twice to protest 
against the state of siege of the 
Khleang pagoda in April and also 
the   demonstration for the release 
of Ven. Tim Sakhorn in August. I 
am happy to see again this unity 
coming from all different areas 
when injustice is committed to us , 
Khmer citizens. I hope to see more 
people next time because with the 
large number of Khmer in France 
and in Europe we can truly make 
changes. 

Any - Mulhouse (France) 

I appreciate the good progress of 

the demonstration as well as 

meeting lots of people, exchanging 

ideas with others and have 

experiences that will add value to 

our association of the Mulhouse.  

Though it is a pity that we did not 

have many  youngsters 

participated.  We are lucky,  here 

we are allowed to express our 

opinion and concerns so if we have 

the energy to make a move, we 

should make a " MOVE ". Do  not 

fear to work towards our courses! 

Phirith - Geneva (Switzerland) 

This first demonstration for me and 
my wife was great; I just feel that 
we are uniting well here. We were 
very contented to have done 
something for Cambodia and 
Kampuchea-Krom. To me these 
two lands have no difference; just 
that Kampuchea-Krom was invaded 
by the Vietnamese. I would like to 
appeal to all Khmer people around 
the world, please wake up to 
protect our land or we will lose the 
last remaining property that belongs 
to us.  We always think we cannot 
carry the earth alone, but why don't 
we carry it together, come on we 
are the nation of kindness for 
foreigners, they always appreciate 
Khmer for our goodness why don't 
we help each other for our children! 

Youth Voice !Youth Voice !Youth Voice !Youth Voice !    

 Demonstration in Geneva Against Human Rights Violation in Vietnam and Cambodia  
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Khmer Unity in Paris to Save the Ven. Tim SAKHORN 
By Romy Thach

of the movement Mchas Srok, 
L’Amicale des Khmers of 
Kampuchea-Krom, and also 
representatives of the political 
parties such as Sam Rainsy party 
and the Human Rights party. 
Renowned people contributed to the 
animation throughout the day, with 
their speeches of supports and 
complaints concerning the release of 
the Ven. Tim Sakhorn. In the 
evening, Mr. Thach Vien, President 
of the KKF Europe and Ms. Venema 
Agnes  from the UNPO deposited 
(handed in) a petition to the Royal 
Embassy of Kampuchea to the 
attention of Prime Minister HUN 

SEN.  

An Unexpected Start 
The global movement of Demonstration 
to save Ven. Tim Sakhorn continued in 
France. The Khmers and Khmer-Krom 
invested the esplanade of the Human 
Rights Places of Trocadéro in Paris, on 
August 19th, 2007 in order to shout their 
anger and support following the 
disappearance of Ven. Tim Sakhorn 
since June, 30th when he was arrested by 
the Kampuchean police force. This 
second demonstration organized by the 
FKK Europe was a success which led to 
a great dash of solidarity of the 

compatriots and sympathizers 

throughout Europe. Despite the 
heavy rain, and during the holidays, 
not less than 250 people were 
present. Among the participants 
coming from several areas of France, 
Europe delegations were present 
with compatriots from Italy, Holland 
and Belgium.  
  

The Union of Khmer Associations 

of France 

The presidents of the main Khmer 
associations  were present, including 
Mrs. Hun Bun Hor, President of the 
Association of the Victims of the 
Khmer Rouge Genocide, Mr. Sean 
PengSè,  President of the Committee 
of the Kampuchean Borders of the 
world, Mr. Chau Xeng Ua of the 
Kampuchean League of the Humans 

and Citizens Rights , representatives  

KKF in Geneva at the 6th Session of UNHRC 

In the following day of the 
demonstration on September 23rd, 2007, 
a special delegation of the KKF, made 
up of the executive president of the 
KKF Mr Thach Ngoc Thach, Ven. 
Thach Sarong, and the president of the 
KKF for Europe Mr Thach Vien, who 
took part in the 6th session of the 
Council of the human rights, which 
took place at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva. During this session, special 
Rapporteurs of the United Nations for 
the human rights, and ONG in an 
advisory role with the United Nations, 

gathered.  

 
The session proceeded by the means 
of conferences on sets of themes in 
which the special representatives 
presented their periodic report on 
their investigations targeted in fields 
like Education, Religion, Health, 
Humans right, etc.  
 
During this event, the delegation of 
the KKF could meet various 
interlocutors to sensitize them with 
the problems of the Khmer-Krom 
among whom one can quote Miss 
Carole VANN, journalist at the 
Tribune des Droits de l’Homme of 
the United Nations, Mrs Julie de 
RIVERO, director of Human Right 
Watch, Mr EMONGELARD, 
assistant on the working group of the 
arbitrary detention of the OHCHR.  
 
The delegation of the KKF also met  

the following people at the Palais 
Wilson: Mr Michael WIENER, 
assistant of the Special 
Rapporteur of the United Nations 
for Human rights, Mr Guillaume 
PFEIFFLE, assistant of the 
Special Rapporteur of the United 
Nations for Religion and Belief 
Freedom, as well as the assistant 
of the Special Representative for 
Health. 
  
At the end of each interview, the 
delegation of the KKF handed in 
an up-to-date file on the various 
violations of the Human rights 
where the Khmer-Krom people 

have undergone. 

By Romy Thach 
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KKF Team Visited Canada’s Capital:  Ottawa 
By Jeffery Kim 

 
The first ever trip to Canada’s capital Ottawa, has made by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) team.  
The team consisted of KKF president Thach Ngoc Thach, chairman To Kim Thong, and advisor Dr. Joshua 
Cooper, Treasurer Tran Giap, and Canada KKF representatives. 
 
The meeting was organized by the Khmer-Krom Canadian community and Khmer-Krom friends in the Capital 
region.  The participants were from Ottawa, Hull-Quebec and Montreal-Quebec, Toronto, Hamilton-Ontario and 
numbered around 200 people in total.  Many Buddhist monks and political and community leaders, as well youth 
group in the area attended. 
 
The agenda for the gathering was: 
 

� A religious ceremony to pay tribute to Ven. Tim Sakhorn’s disappearance 
� Conducting a signing of “Letter of Petition” to the Canadian Foreign Affairs on the Ven. Tim Sakhorn’s 

disappearance and the five Khmer-Krom monks still in incarceration in Kleang (Soc Trang) province 
� A lecture conducted by Dr. Joshua Cooper on the topics of human rights, self-determination, and 

international law, and on how Khmer-Krom can apply these international legal instruments to Khmer-Krom 
cause in Kampuchea Krom (Mekong delta), and in Cambodia. 

� An insight on KKF’s Roadmap provided by Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach, Mr. To Kim Thong, and Mr. Tran 
Giap. 

 
Follow-up by a Questions and Answers session at the end of the meeting 
 
The meeting brought fruition to many Khmer-Krom members and Friends in the city and towns, on the basis of 
KKF’s achievements and future goals.  Participants of all backgrounds and from various affiliations were very 
supportive of Khmer-Krom cause and KKF’s ongoing work: locally and internationally.  This meeting has been 
another milestone achieved by the KKF—working tirelessly for the suffering and poor Khmer-Krom inland in 
Kampuchea-Krom (the Mekong delta, South Vietnam). 
 
The main objective of the meeting was to call on the Hanoi regime for the immediately release of Venerable Tim 
Sakhorn in Vietnam and to re-ordain him to his North Phnom Den temple, Takeo province, Cambodia.   On June 
30, 2007, Venerable Tim Sakhorn, a Khmer-Krom descent, was defrocked and kidnapped by the Vietnamese secret 
agents in Cambodia and now currently being imprisoned in Vietnam.  There is also an ongoing nation-wide 
petition being signed and to be sent to the Canadian Foreign Affairs in the coming months. 

 
 
 

� � � �� 
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Khmer-Krom Youth in Toronto Enjoy the Game of Soccer (Football) 
By Jeffery Kim 

 
The summer of 2007, starting from July to now, the Khmer-Krom youth group and Khmer-Krom elders have come 
out to play soccer every afternoon on the weekend. 
 
These soccer games serve as a Khmer-Krom community gathering and at the same time getting a good dosage of 
work-outs under the summer sun (or Vitamin D) in Toronto. 
 
Khmer-Kroms young and old have shown up for the game to showcase their skills and making use of the outdoor 
activities during the summer months in Canada. 
 
Canadian governments of all levels and the Canadian 
general public have encouraged Canadian children of all 
ages to be more active rather than spending time in front 
of TVs and on electronic games. The Khmer-Krom 
community in Ontario, without any funding, has tried to 
make a difference in their daily life by taking the lead on 
asking the youth to get out the house to play sports. 
 
The initiative has started with the youth themselves and 
the Khmer-Krom community in Toronto.  We originally 
hoped that we would play until the start of school in 
Canada, on September 4th, 2007.  However, school has 
already started, but our youth still have found time to 
come out to the game.  I believe we will continue until 
winter snow comes to Toronto. 
 
All in all, the game of soccer in Toronto this summer has been a success which has helped raise our youth self-
esteem tremendously.  The youth have learned how to be competitive and fair play. They have built the trusts 
among their friends and peers, as well with their older generation such as their fathers and uncles—helping to 
narrow down the generation gap in Khmer-Krom Canadian community. 
 
The games also attract audience such as their moms and dads to come out and show their support and 
encouragement. 
 
The youth group, and with our elders’ involvement, have carried out this sporting event so successfully and we are 
proud of it.  We consider this activity a great fitness initiative, however, we also stress on the importance of social 
development and encouraging our youth to more on their education and reaching their best potential. 
 
Since the Toronto Khmer-Krom youth group has done a great job, we have now approached another Khmer-Krom 
youth group in one other city in Ontario province to do the same.  They already promised us that we will start it 
next summer.  We sincerely encourage our Khmer-Krom youth groups else where in the world to try something 
out, whether a soccer game or otherwise.  Just remember, “Active Body Active Mind!”   And show what each of 
us Khmer-Krom is made up of! 
 
Live wise and be competitive! 

CC OO VV EE RR   SS TT OO RR II EE SS                            
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Youth Reflection on the 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
By Miss Sophac Thach 

 

The greatest news for the indigenous people finally arrived – On September 13, 2007, the member states of the 
United Nations and the Indigenous Peoples Organizations from around the world voted to adopt THE 
DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. 
 
What the Indigenous Peoples have been waiting for over twenty years became reality.  The Indigenous Peoples 
have been working together with the member states of the United Nations to fight for their rights: the rights to 
education, health, employment, culture, religion, identity, and most importantly the right to self-determination.  
These are the basic rights that all citizens should have as human beings. 
 
In some countries today, such basic rights have not been practiced by its citizens because of the government’s 
restriction, especially in the case of the Khmer-Krom people in Kampuchea-Krom (South Vietnam).  Most of the 
Khmer-Krom people do not know about the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights. Thus, they do not know 
that they have their rights to live as human beings. The Vietnamese Communist government never allows their 
citizens, especially the Indigenous Peoples in Vietnam, to know about what basic rights that a Vietnamese citizen 
must have as mentioned in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
As mentioned in the Press Release after the Declaration was adopted, Mrs. Vicky Tauli-Corpuz, Chairwoman of 
the UN Permanent Forum on the Indigenous Issues, stated “The 13th of September 2007 will be remembered as an 
international human rights day for the Indigenous Peoples of the world, a day that the United Nations and its 
Member States, together with the Indigenous Peoples, reconciled with past painful histories and decided to march 
into the future on the path of human rights.”  This special day will be remembered by all Indigenous Peoples from 
around the globe, including the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples. 
 
It is very enlightening to see that the human rights day has been granted by the UN.  Even though such rights have 
not been put into action in some countries, but it certainly is a step towards making it possible.  “Tangible proof of 
the increasing cooperation of States, Indigenous Peoples and the International community as a whole for the 
promotion and protection of the human rights of Indigenous peoples,” stated by Mr. Sha Zukang. 
   
This Declaration Day gives high hopes to the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples that one day they will have the 
same rights as the Vietnamese people in Vietnam because Vietnam voted to adopt this Declaration. The Khmer-
Krom children will be able to get the same quality of education as the Vietnamese children, and they will grow up 
with equal opportunity to learn, to have the same healthcare, to employment, and to proudly express their identity 
without fear. Since Vietnam voted to adopt this Declaration, the government should allow the Indigenous Peoples 
in Vietnam execute their rights to self-determination. 
 
The Declaration Day would not be celebrated if there was no support from the Human Rights Activists from the 
Indigenous Peoples Organizations and the Governments around the world who had been working tirelessly to 
ensure that the Declaration is officially adopted by the UN General Assembly. 

HUMAN RIGHTS                                                                                  SEPTEMBER 2007 VOLUME 2 
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Vietnam Human Rights Act 2007 
By Soda Huu 

 

On September 18th, 2007, five days after the UN General Assembly Adopted the Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, the Vietnam Human Rights Act 2007 (H.R. 3096) was also passed by the U.S. House of 

Representatives. This Bill was introduced on July 19th, 2007 by Representative Christopher Smith (Republican – 

New Jersey) and the other twelve Representatives from other states. There were 414 Representatives voted “Ayes”, 

3 Representatives from Republican voted “Nays” and the other 15 Representatives (6 from Democrat and 9 from 

Republican) did not vote for it. 

 

Vietnam was removed from the Country of Particular Concerns (CPC) list and granted the Permanent Normal 

Trade Relations (PNTR) by the U.S. government because the U.S. government believed that the Human Rights, 

especially the religious freedom in Vietnam has improved. Unfortunately, according to Representative Smith, 

“sadly, in recent months, the human rights situation in Vietnam has deteriorated and become substantially worse - 

and over the last couple months, a new ugly wave of brutal repression has been launched by Hanoi.  Some of the 

bravest champions of democracy have been dragged into court and sent to the Gulag for promoting human rights, 

including trade unions.” The worst Human Rights violation that Vietnam has committed was the arrest, defrock, 

and imprisonment of the Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks who bravely and peacefully protested to demand their 

rights to practice their Theravada Buddhist religion. 

This Bill prohibits the increase of U.S. humanitarian assistance to the Government of Vietnam if it continues to 

violate the human rights of its citizens. Moreover, this Bill also authorizes $4 million over two years for 

organizations and individuals that promote human rights in Vietnam, authorizes over $10 million to help stop the 

Vietnamese Government’s jamming of Radio Free Asia, and requires the State Department to issue an annual 

report on the progress of human rights reform in Vietnam. 

Even though Khmer-Krom issues are not directly mentioned in this Bill, but the Bill promotes human rights in 

Vietnam which are the fundamental rights that our unfortunate Khmer-Krom people back home want to achieve. 

Therefore, on behalf of the KKFYC team, I would like to encourage our Khmer and Khmer-Krom Youths in the 

U.S. to immediately contact your Senators to appeal for their support voting for this Bill when it will be voted at 

the Senate.  

 
 

�   �
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Does Vietnam have International Youth Day Programming? 
By Pecha Lam 
 
International Youth Day cycles every year on August 12th. The day was adopted in 1999 by the United Nations 
General Assembly since it was put forth by the first World Conference of Ministries Responsible for Youth one 
year before. 
 
Every year on this date, youth and concerned government bodies and NGO’s setups programs to rally youths and 
focus on a given theme. Those themes may range from youth employments, to educations, poverties, healthcare or 
youth rights. Whatever theme is chosen for the year, one thing is for certain, International Youth Day is a day to 
celebrate the contributions of youth to our societies and the goal is to engage young people to take practical actions 
in the development of their societies (U.N Youth). Therefore, with these objectives, many countries have 
developed program to help address youth issues and bring young people into decision-making process that aims to 
enrich their lives.  But what is International Youth Day from a Khmer-Krom youth’s perspectives living in 
Vietnam? 
 
According the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, “Young people everywhere are key agents 
for social change, economic development, and technological innovations and should live under conditions that 
encourage their imaginations, ideals, energy and visions to flourish to the benefit of their societies.” Yet, why are 
many Khmer-Krom youth still living in the dark? 
 
Vietnam is a member state of the U.N and it has recognized August 12th day as International Youth Day.  To the 
best of my knowledge, Vietnam is an active government in the campaign for youth employment and enriching 
their lives.  Vietnam’s commitment to youth and development is unquestionable so this is what it has shown us on 
official reports and press releases such as the one Vietnam prepared with ILO, International Labor Organization, in 
2003 and in its joint U.N press release entitled “Tap the Energies of Youth”. This joint release in the UN from 
Vietnam in 2003 (Year’s Theme: Youth Employment) reads that “Viet Nam's future belongs to its young people 
and the country can develop faster when it gives them a full stake in the society.” 
 
But since the release of that statement in 2003 up to this date, why does Khmer-Krom youth still do not know what 
International Youth Day is?  How come the campaign did not reach them? Why are our youth being kept in the 
dark about this important day?  Was Vietnam lying when it said “young women and men warrant special attention 
because jobs provide not only a source of income, but also of dignity and self-respect”?  And that “The negative 
consequences of extended periods of youth unemployment, are known to include health problems, drug addiction 
and other social problems and to perpetuate a vicious cycle of exclusion and poverty.”?  So then is the ignorant of 
our youth about this campaign a result of an intentional policy of discriminatory and selective development for the 
country’s young people? 
 
Vietnam say that neglecting youth employment and development opportunity results in drug addictions and other 
social problems causing to perpetuate vicious cycle of exclusion and poverty.   Isn’t this the trend for current 
generation Khmer-Krom youth in Vietnam?  So if Vietnam was telling the truth and knew exactly what it was 
saying in the report, does this mean  our youth are being deliberately kept in the dark because the government 
intend to keep them in a “vicious cycle of exclusion and poverty” as it has always kept the Khmer Krom for 
decades? 
 
If Vietnam says it cares about its youth, then Vietnam should take the campaign for youth development to its 
indigenous young people too.   Khmer Krom youth should be able to have independent associations and assembly 
freely to communicate with each other on important local and national issues that affect them and they must be 
allowed the right to be heard from their concerns so they too can free themselves from the vicious cycle of poverty. 

  

E D U C A T I O N                                        S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7  V O L U M E  2  
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CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  aanndd  tthhee  NNeeeedd  ffoorr  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
By Miss. Sophac Thach 

 
In a society, where only one party is allowed to participate in the political process, where indigenous and 
minorities’ voice is never heard, this society is an enemy to the free spirit of humanity. 
 
What is sad is that this society functions in a way that only the state controls the wealth.  And since this is a one 
party-run system, the wealth is not distributed equally. The people in power will pick and choose who gets what. 
 
The Communist Government of Vietnam unfairly distributes much of the wealth to the ethnic majority, Viet Kinh. 
Much of the revenue from Vietnam’s fast growing economy and the aid given from the international community 
are disproportionably invested into areas where Viet Kinh is the majority. But in areas where Khmer-Krom or 
other ethnics are the majority, the infrastructure is poor or nonexistence because of the lack of government 
investment. This cripples the ability for Khmer-Krom and other minorities to be able to actively participate in the 
economy. The lack of infrastructure and finance in these areas restrict the ability of our people to create 
agricultural businesses and to later venture into new enterprises. 
 
It is unjust that the indigenous Khmer Krom and other minorities in Vietnam suffer this kind of fate. A land once 
belonged to them, now they are only the servants in their own home. 
 
Most of the Khmer-Krom people are farmers in rural villages, and many of them rely on their farming income. The 
poor financial condition of many of Khmer-Kroms forces them to borrow money to buy the seeds and other 
supplies needed for the farming season. When the year is bad, and when there is little or no harvest due to poor 
condition, the farmers not only end up without money to support their family, but also ending up with debts. 
 
When will the Khmer-Krom people ever prosper?  They are forever in a cycle of backbreaking labor with little or 
no compensation; they end up with debts after debts; and are forced to be peasants while their children growing up 
to replace them doing the same jobs as their parents. 
 
The children of poor areas lack the much needed money to pay for their education. In some villages, children do 
not even have proper access to education because the corrupted local government does not invest enough into 
education.  In addition, in order for students to get higher education, they must travel to the cities daily to attend 
their high schools.  The long journey can be such a burden when they must also help work on their family’s farm. 
 
With no money to support their family, more and more children are forced to leave school at an early age to work 
to support their families. 
 
In front of the international eyes, the communist party put on a charade, acting as if this party cares about all of its 
citizens.  But in reality, a party consisting of only one ethnic, will never treat everyone equal. 
 
There is great injustice happening in Vietnam. Our people are living in poverty while other parts of the country are 
getting great amount of investments.  What our people truly needs is the proper infrastructure to help create our 
own prosperity. We are not asking for hand outs, we are asking the Government of Vietnam to fairly invest into 
important infrastructure such as roads, healthcare, and most importantly education. These kinds of institutions will 
significantly help us to alleviate poverty and create prosperity. I cannot stress enough, especially with a good 
education, Khmer-Krom children can grow up with knowledge and skills that can contribute to the prosperity and 
improve the living standard of the Khmer-Krom people. 

EE DD UU CC AA TT II OO NN   
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The Problems We Are Facing 
By Charlie Thach 

 

After Prey Nokor (Saigon) had fallen under the control of the Northern Vietnamese Communist government, in 
order to keep our culture alive, to get a better life for the family and to get education opportunities for the children, 
many Khmer-Krom were forced to flee our beloved homeland, Kampuchea-Krom. Education has always been 
considered to be very important to the Khmer-Krom people. Those parents who immigrated to the United States 
want their children to be well educated because they know how essential education is in order to have a good life.   

 
 Education has always been one of the strongest pillars that hold and cultivate a culture. “Education is the most 

powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”. The school system in United States makes it possible 
for Khmer-Krom students to pursue higher education beyond the high school diploma. Institutions such as Junior 
Colleges, also known as Community Colleges had been set up for those students who are unable to attend Grade 
schools but still want to pursue education at a University level. The Junior College system is a great system that is 
coordinated with the Universities for students to achieve their Bachelor Degrees.  
 
Today, in order to move up the business ladder or hold prestigious positions, education is required. Without an 
academic background you cannot go very far. Educations help us elevate our status in the community in addition to 
enabling us to get good jobs. Currently, we do not have Khmer-Krom working in any high official offices such as 
the Mayor, Governor and State Representatives. With no Khmer-Krom representatives in the Cities or States, 
Khmer-Krom citizens are, and will continued to be overlooked. If we have a Khmer-Krom representative in the 
States, the Khmer-Krom community will have better chances in getting funds to create and facilitate programs to 
educate Khmer-Krom children about our culture and our language.  
 
Higher rates of knowledgeable Khmer-Krom will convey positive images of Khmer-Krom into the American 
community. The typical stereotype for Khmer people is the ‘great donut makers’. Khmers have more potential 
beyond being great donut makers; we came from a rich culture which existed for thousands of years. At one point 
in history, we had an empire and to show the world their capability and our ancestors built numerous Temple 
Mountains that still astound people today. But to create historical monuments, educated people are considered 
necessary.  
 
At the University of California, Davis, there are many different ethnic cultural clubs, such as the VSA, Hmong, 
Chinese, and Korean. However there is no Khmer club. The problem arises due to the lack of interest Khmer 
Students have in starting up a club. This is unfortunate because if we have a Khmer club, we could send our 
educated youths to High schools and Middle schools to encourage and inspire our Khmer students to pursue higher 
educations. 
  
We are seeking more educated citizens to help our people back in Kampuchea-Krom because their everyday 
situation is getting worse. The rivers near our people are living are becoming excessively polluted. The 
employment rate for our people has not improved. Because our people are living in poverty, so they continue to 
sell their lands to Vietnamese. Progressively, we are losing our land and our culture, and gradually we will lose 
everything if we do not take action to prevent it. One of the solutions is to amalgamate educated people overseas to 
bring forward the problems to the United Nations because the Vietnamese Communist government has no 
intention to assist our people. However, in order to effectively ask for help from the United Nations, education is 
necessary.   
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EE DD UU CC AA TT II OO NN   
 By Dr. Thach 

 
Education encompasses teaching and learning specific skills, and also something less 
tangible, but more profound: the imparting of knowledge, positive judgment and well 
developed wisdom. Education has one of its fundamental aspects the imparting of culture 
from generation to generation. Education means "to draw out" facilitating realization of self-
potential and latent talents of an individual. It is an application of pedagogy, a body of 
theoretical and applied relating to teaching and learning and draws many disciplines such as 
psychology, philosophy, computer science, linguistics, neuroscience, sociology and 
anthropology.  
 
Under these unique circumstances, education is a realistic life applicable to all of the Khmer 

Kampuchea-Krom youth.... Please take a moment or two to contemplate that without education, what can we all 
do? According to my comprehension and notion is that without an education, we, to some degree, feel helpless, 
hopeless and voiceless. Our beloved siblings are even more voiceless, hopeless and helpless in regard to their 
human rights violation daily living in our native homeland.  
 
Education is a fundamental Khmer Kampuchea-Krom family value that has been existed for thousands and 
thousands of years. All of you, Khmer Kampuchea-Krom youth...... please do not take anything for granted. You 
are and will be the ultimate Human Rights activists that together will achieve our objectives. Which means, our 
loved ones will be having an equal quality and opportunity of education, employment and the rights to self-
determination.....meaning freedom of speech and expression.  
 
Education is indeed, one of the most powerful human resources that we all utilize and will be utilized to advocate 
concerning to the human rights legal issues locally, nationally and internationally. Education enhances and creates 
more opportunities that we can actually imagine. In this case, I am, as your Human Rights advisor, asking all of 
you to look back at your journey when you initially arrived to the third world country... what did you have? What 
did you bring with you? Who assisted you? How long have you been here for? How and why did you come here? 
These questions are very important in regard to your cultural identity as Khmer Kampuchea-Krom youth who are 
currently and potentially will be actively involved with your daily Human Rights activities. This is a concrete 
example of my own life experiences. 
 
I came to the United States of America in 1979 without knowing a word of English. Yes, my life was extremely 
difficult and complicated as many of us had encountered in the past, but I never ever forgotten my roots and 
cultural identity as a Khmer Kampuchea-Krom individual. I constantly associated and created a net work support 
system not only within my own ethnic friends, but also with others as well. Regardless who they are, we must not 
be what I call is a negative preconceive notions about human beings. (A negative judgmental) does not provide you 
with positive opportunities. However, with positive attitude and self-discipline, you can and will achieve great 
things in life. One of which is the opportunities for you to work at the UN representing our own people back home.  
 
I guarantee that with education and experience, you will someday be there sooner than you actually realize. Above 
all, education is a lifelong learning process and a lifelong skills collector. I urge all of our youth to maximize your 
learning potentials and to treat education as a "food". All of us need food in order to survive. Our loved ones need 
us to empower their voices and one day soon they will be living as freely as we all do in our third world 
adoptive/secondary countries. Work hard, work smart and play hard. This is the perception of our belief system as 
Human Rights activists. Please remember.....life is very unpredictable and precious. Consequently, I encourage all 
of you to enjoy life to the fullest and make positive intellectual contributions to our communities and a Human 
Rights endeavor. 



_______________________________________________________________SEPTEMBER 2007   VOLUME 2 

 

www.kkfyc.org                                                                 19                            kkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.org  
 

 

Khmer-Krom Values - Lessons from History 
By Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach 
 
A tragic event in our history is the day that none of us will ever forget. We actually live with it; see in our own 
eyes and the event was carried on for generations by the Vietnamese government. The VN government has 
destroyed human lives, our historic monuments, our pagoda and the beauty of our landscape. 
 
The aftermath, from one regime to another has been grim not only in terms of those who have been killed, tortured; 
but our culture, tradition and values - all have been taken away from us. Our nation's self-confidence has lost 
because of these threats. 
 
The equality is far to imagine and is unspeakable in terms of human rights. The economic growth has never been 
developed where Khmer-Krom resides. Hundreds of thousands of Khmer-Kroms have lost their farmland. And 
many pagodas are struggling to take care and preserve the value of our heritage because the VN communist 
government has it strategic plan to eliminate our culture, religion to blindfold the world community. 
 
Can any good come from what has happened? Are there any lessons that can be learned? I think the answer is 'yes'. 
Here are six lessons that are most stand out: 
 
Lesson #1: It is best to be prepared - for the unexpected event, which is always planned by the VN communist. The 
damage was significant in every event when the VN communist carefully plans it. So, do not allow the history 
repeat again and again: learn to investigate, to discuss, and to analyze before jump in to any conclusion. 
  
Lesson #2: The outstanding leadership - By all accounts, Lok Ta Son Kuy's leadership was impeccable in the day 
that Khmer-Krom was threaded; and he understood and made the right decision to reclaim our values in exchange 
for his life. He kept Khmer-Krom informed about what had happened and what was being done. He appeared in 
"our heart” and we listen to him with passion and to carry on his vision. In time of crisis, be visible - no matter 
what your leadership roles are. Develop plans, give encouragement and remember that the best strategy in the 
world is to tell the "Truth” which is what Lok Ta Son Kuy did. 
 
Lesson #3: A generous spirit in the heart - Khmer has a generous spirit in the heart. The Khmer Kampuchea-Krom 
Federation calls for volunteers, pledges and expressions of support. The response is so great that in the past year, 
we have achieved in so many fields that benefited our people back home. Volunteer to write articles, tell friends 
and neighbors, inform your coworkers and your peers about Khmer-Krom. There are hundreds of ways that you 
can help. 
 
Lesson #4: Meta - Interpersonal conflicts are normal for a human being; but personal attacks destroy our good 
spirit. The conflict cannot be far behind when human being meets. Sometimes, it is regretful because conflicts 
often result in disturbing personal attacks. We need to create new ways to work together, how to achieve our goal 
and have the collective vision. 
 
Lesson# 5: A simple act of kindness - Acts of compassion is the greatest gift. Khmer-Krom and our friends around 
the globe have pledged support to the Khmer-Krom Relief Funds. There are people calling to express their support, 
pledge for our programs. And their acts of kindness made our organization stronger and stronger. 
 
Lesson# 6: Believe in ourselves (Hopes) - Our task is difficult; but we manage to succeed in the past years. We 
believe that we can deliver Lok Ta Son Kuy's vision; not just for Khmer-Krom but also to the world community on 
what the VN communist have been doing to our people. The greatest legacy of Lok Ta Son Kuy is that all of us 
will reclaim our values back. 
  
Thank you for reading this and enjoy our service. 
T. Thach  
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Reflection on the Conference on Champa 2007 
By Serey Chau   
On July 7th - 8th, 2007, the “Conference on Champa 2007” was organized in San Jose, California, U.S.A. by the 
Champa Communities in America under the patronage of the International Office of Champa and the 
Champaka Journal. The theme of the conference was “Social-Cultural Issues of Champa, 175 Years after Its 

Disappearance (1832 – 2007)”. 

 

The Conference on Champa reminded me of my old Cham friends who I used to study with at the University in 
Vietnam. We used to share our concerns in relation to the indigenous people issues. Though we were living under 
the oppression and were forbidden to talk about our history, we secretly shared with each other our “real” history 
(not the history published in Vietnam’s books), culture and how the Indigenous Khmer-Krom and Cham people 
had been oppressed, tortured, assassinated, and assimilated under the Vietnamization strategies.  
 
We dreamt, one day the Indigenous people in Vietnam can form our own associations as stated in the Article 69 of 

the Vietnam’s Constitution which enable us to work together to preserve our culture and identity on our ancestral 
land. During that time, especially in the early 1990s, we were university students but had no knowledge of the 
existence of the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. Under the colonization of the Vietnamese 
Communist (VC) government, the rights of the Indigenous people in Vietnam did not exist. The basic rights of the 
Indigenous people were denied by the VC government. 
 
Fortunately, I came to live in America. I have met many Khmer-Krom people from many different provinces in 
Kampuchea-Krom. I had the opportunity to meet many Khmer-Krom leaders of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom 
Federation (KKF) at the KKF Meeting in 1998, in Long Beach, California. It was an eye opening experience for 
me. I learned that there is a Khmer-Krom organization that is incorporated to facilitate and fights for the justice for 
our people back home.  
 
In May 2004, it was the first time the KKF delegation attended the United Nations Permanent Forum on the 

Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) to raise awareness of Khmer-Krom issues to the International level. As well as KKF, 
there were the Montagnard Foundation representing the Indigenous Dega People and the Hmong organization 
representing the Hmong and Laos. I was surprised and disappointed to discover that there was no Indigenous 
organization representing the Indigenous Cham in Vietnam as I knew my Cham friends are waiting for the Cham 
abroad to raise their Human Rights violations committed by the VC government, due to the fact that they cannot 
do it for themselves. 
 
I was once told by my Cham friends that the Cham history is completely distorted in the Vietnamese history books. 
I was not surprised either and I told them that it happened to our Khmer-Krom history as well. They told me the 
reason the Cham kingdom fell into Vietnamese’s hands in a short period of time was because the Champa King, 
Jaya Simhavarman III (Che Man in Vietnamese) married Princess Huyen Tran of Vietnam. This was a 
political marriage and Vietnam used it as a tactic to annex the Champa’s territory. After the Vietnamese partially 
gained control over Champa in the 17th century, they used the same tactic and presented Princess Ngoc Van to the 
young Khmer monarch, King Chey Chettha II in 1620.  
 
In 1623, through the Queen’s intervention and obligated through his marriage, the King Chey Chettha II agreed to 
grant the trade permission for the Vietnamese people to conduct trade in Morea (Ba Ria), Prey Nokor (Saigon), 
and Tropeang Chong Wa (Bien Hoa) provinces and allowed the Vietnamese to temporarily settle in those 
provinces. This was the first time the Vietnamese obtained a foothold in Kampuchea-Krom and continued their 
ambitious expansion plans toward the South, called “Nam Tien” in Vietnamese. 
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 Looking at the map, we can identify that the central of Vietnam is Champa Kingdom. To the North of Champa is 
Dai Viet which is a country of Vietnamese ancestry and to the South is Kampuchea-Krom, which used to belong 
to Kampuchea kingdom.  
   
If my Cham friends in Vietnam have a chance to read the content of the Conference 
on Champa 2007, I am sure they will have very high hopes. Even though the 
purpose of the conference is to “help preserve our people’s culture and identity in 
our ancestral homeland and in the Diasporas, and resolve issues hindering their 
progress” it has a lot of profound meaning in it. As we all know, in order to 
preserve our culture and identity, we need to have the rights to practice it before we 
can try to preserve it. Thus, to practice our culture freely we do not need the 
interference of the VC government and that must be respected.  
 
I was surprised to learn from the conference’s documentation that the last Kingdom 
of Champa was officially wiped out from the world map in 1832. This historical 
fact shows the world that Kampuchea-Krom is not Vietnamese ancestral land.  
 
It is Khmer-Krom ancestral land because during that time, the Vietnamese did not 
control the entire Kampuchea-Krom.  
 
In the Vietnamese history publications, especially the new history document that 
was recently published by the VC government, “Brief History of the South-Western Territory”, claims that 
Kampuchea-Krom is the Vietnamese ancestral land, because the Vietnamese ancestors are the first people who 
reclaimed the waste land in Kampuchea-Krom. With this oblivious argument, the VC government tried to claim 
that nobody lived in Kampuchea-Krom before the Vietnamese arrived. This was a shock to the Historian Scholars 
around the world. Since Vietnam has Internet access, those Vietnamese historians who were engaged in writing the 
book should read a short history of Prey Nokor city on www.wikipedia.org to get a better understanding about the 

history of the South-Western of Vietnam. According to Wikipedia, “Prey Nokor (Khmer:ៃរពនគរ) was the main 

port of Cambodia before being annexed by the Vietnamese in the 17
th

 century”. If Prey Nokor was the main port 
of Cambodia, then it must have Khmer people living there because it cannot be called a port without people using 
it. 
 
There are many historical sites in Kampuchea-Krom to prove that it is the ancestral land of Khmer-Krom. For 
example, the Sambua Rangsey pagoda which was built in 373AD at Tra Khao commune, Hoa An village, Cau Ke 
district, Tra Vinh province. Another Khmer-Krom pagoda, Mahatup (Bat Pagoda) which was burned down on 
August 15, 2007, in Kleang city, Khleng province. This temple was built in 1553, 454 years ago. Kampuchea-
Krom has many Khmer pagodas which were built long before the Vietnamese obtained a foothold on Kampuchea-
Krom. Who built those pagodas if there were no people living there as the VC government had rewritten Khmer-
Krom history? Khmer people built the pagodas for the purpose of Theravada Buddhism practice. If Khmer-Krom 
did not live in Kampuchea-Krom before the Vietnamese arrived, why did they build those pagodas?  
 
It is an embarrassment the fact that the VC government used five Vietnamese PhD Historians to rewrite the 
fabricated history of Khmer-Krom. The VC government should know that the TRUE HISTORY of the Indigenous 
people in Vietnam, especially the history of Khmer-Krom people, can never be changed because there are many 
historian scholars around the world have done research and have written about it.  
 
Following the Buddha philosophy, Khmer-Krom people consider respecting the “Truth” is one of the fundamental 
moralities of human-being. Based on the true history, no one can deny the fact that Khmer-Krom people are the 
Indigenous people in today’s Southern part of Vietnam and the Cham people are the Indigenous people in today’s 
Central part of Vietnam.  
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Bonn Pjum Bonn (or Kan Bonn) 
By Chansopheap Kien 

 
Bonn Pjum Bonn (or Kan Bonn) is the Khmer Festival of Souls concentrates on blessing of the souls of our 
ancestors, relatives, and friends who have passed away—whereby people of all ages go to Khmer Buddhist 
temples to make traditional offerings and pray.   
 
In Kampuchea-Krom (the Mekong delta), Khmer-Krom people refer the festival of Bonn Pjum Bonn as Bonn 

Dounta.  Bonn Dounta festival is what Khmer-Krom has accustomed to, and the two names are used 
interchangeably and have the same meaning.  

 

This spiritual and religious event of Bonn Pjum Bonn is taken place on the 15th day of the lunar calendar year 
(around October in Gregorian calendar).  The exact date may vary based on the lunar calendar.  There are 14 mini 
Bonn events (Bonn day 1, Bonn day 2, etc.) to be taken place in prior days to the final Pjum Bonn on the 15th day. 
Bonn Pjum Bonn is on the final day of Bonn Kan Bonn before end of Buddhist lend day.   
 
Pjum Bonn festival is a national holiday and is officially observed for three days for Khmer in present day 
Kingdom of Cambodia.  For Khmer-Krom people in the Mekong delta, the Vietnamese authorities do not 
recognize it as a national holiday at all, hence Khmer-Krom people, in particular Khmer-Krom children in the 
Mekong delta have two days off school or work to spend time with their family and to celebrate the festival. The 
Khmer people in Surin province, Thailand, are believed to celebrate the traditional festival as well, but with limited 
freedom. 
 
Both Khmer men and women, even if they could not afford their time to celebrate the 14 days prior to the big day, 
they will make sure they have time to celebrate the 15th day of Bonn, at a Buddhist pagoda.  During the festival, 
Khmer people make many types of traditional cakes such as Nom Kom, Nom Thmey, Nom Ansorm, Nom Cheak, 
Nom Thienn and many other delicious foods to offer to the Buddhist monks, and hence spiritually who then pass 
the foods on to the passed away relatives’ souls.  
 
At Buddhist temples, both men and women wear very beautiful Khmer traditional clothes with different styles and 
colour that look every elegant.  The main purpose of Pjum Bonn is to offer foods to our passed away loved ones 
and pray for them to have a better life in the next reincarnation.   
  
In Buddhism, Khmers believe there are three different worlds in the universe – Heaven (above), Human (middle) 
and Hell (below). For those who had done enough good deeds during their life time as a human being would either 
reincarnated in heaven or the human world depending how much good karma they did and those who had done bad 
things would be taken to hell after they passed away, to be punished until the individual spirit has served enough 
time and be released. Their spirits can be trapped in hell or become a Priad because of bad karma.  
 
Depending on the degree of bad karma, some spirits become Priads. Priads are the most miserable of all spirits. 
They are depicted in pictures decorated at temples as the ugliest creatures. Some of them have a mouth as small as 
the tip of a sewing needle and some do not have a mouth to eat, as they can only receive sufferings. All Priads fear 
daylight and they can only wander around in the dark. That is the reason why on a Kann Ben day, people would 
wake up early in the morning around 4:00 o’clock to toss small pieces of rice or foods in dark areas where Priads 
might be living at a Buddhist temple, hoping those Priads can get their foods to eat before sunrise. This is called 
Bos Bye Bonn – Offering by Tossing Rice. 
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All trapped spirits will be released on the Pjum Bonn day to search for their living loved ones and foods. A spirit 
would go to the first Buddhist temple (Watt) where he/she used to go when he/she was alive. If he/she cannot find 
any relative at the first temple, he/she would then continue to find at other 6 different temples. Khmer’s belief is 
that during Pjum Bonn festival, if our passed away loved ones cannot find any of their relatives at any Buddhist 
temples, they would be so sad or crying, hence lamenting around the Buddhist monasteries and making sorrowful 
reflection on their children.   
 
Khmers also believe those who have passed away regardless of where they are now will benefit from good deeds 
and offerings from their living loved ones. For example, the ritual results of the foods offering to Buddhist monks 
can be conveyed to help the spirits that are trapped in hell and cut down on serving time. If your loved one is in 
heaven or a favorable place already, the results of your good deeds and offerings can extend his staying.  
 
Participating in Pjum Bonn festival is a very important aspect in the Khmer culture, not only in a religious sense 
but also in a practical sense. It is a time for us to remember and pay respects to our loved ones who are still alive 
and those who have passed away. Giving and offerings are considered to be favorable actions, especially when it is 
done for those who are less unfortunate than us. Offering foods at a temple benefits the poor as well, when 
everyone is gathered at the temple during the festivity 
 
Our hopeless Khmer-Krom people are living in Kampuchea-Krom under the Vietnam’s repressive rules and forced 
assimilation, but they still strive and make time to celebrate the Bonn Dounta. For us Khmer-Krom and Khmer 
overseas, I suggest that we all make time to attend our respective local Buddhist temples in our town or city to 
celebrate the day of Pchum Ben, and to dress in our Khmer traditional clothing to carry on our traditions far away 
from our homeland.  Remember this is the free world, Khmer young and old have full rights to express our Khmer 
root and Khmer Pride!  It is in our rights to preserve it the best we can. 

 

                                        KKHHMMEERR  TTRRAADDIITTIIOONNAALL  CCLLOOTTHHEESS  DDIISSPPLLAAYY  

 

Without Khmer costume jewelries, this style can be used for normal ceremonial  

accessions such as engagements, wedding parties, Khmer new year or any other normal events. 
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Dragon Boat Racing – Bonn Om Tuk 2007 
By Samon Thach 

 

History 

Dragon boat racing began in southern China more than 2000 years ago.  There are two believes behind the dragon 
boat racing.  One is to commemorate the tragic death of a patriotic poet and philosopher name Qu Yuan and two is 
to ensure plentiful crops by racing along the life-sustaining rivers in the valleys of southern China. 
 
In Kampuchea-Krom, Bonn Om Tuk literally means the festival of boat races.  It has a deep history and connection 
with religious legends and Khmer navy practices as part of military preparedness for invasions from the 
neighboring countries.  The festival is held annually both in Cambodia and Kampuchea-Krom.   
 
 

Both of these Khmer traditional costumes have been 
designed with green and pink lace tops, can be worn 
with a long piece of scarf that wraps over a 
shoulder.  Sampots have been designed from PHA 
MOUN with matching and similar colors that looks 
very elegant.  These costumes can be worn to many 
Khmer traditional events like Khmer New Year, Bun 
Pchum Ben, Bun Kathen and Water festival. 

This style of Khmer costume made from lace fabric 
for the top with a lot of beads that is made by hand. 
Sampot made from PHA MOUN fabric and a special 
design in the middle part with the matching color 
fabric with the top.  It has been designed from a very 
popular style that has been used by many Cambodian 
today.  This style can be worn to weddings, 
Cambodian classical dance and many other 
Cambodian traditional dances and events. 
 

KK HH MM EERR   TT RR AA DD II TT II OO NN AA LL   CC LL OO TT HH EE SS   DD II SS PP LL AA YY   
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Later the people adopted this tradition and transformed it into a popular and competitive sport.  Every year Dragon 
Boat races or Pranang Tuk draw thousands of spectators from all over the country.  This event happens annually 
from late October until early November when the water revolves from Tunlae Sap River and levels off.  Now 
dragon boat racing has become the fastest growing team sports in the world. 
 

Washington State 

Khmer-Krom Dragons boat team in Washington State started in the summer of 2004.  The team comprises of both 
males and females mainly from the Seattle and Tacoma areas.  This year is the team’s fourth year participating in 
the Asian American Water Festival held by the Cambodian American Support Network. 
 
This festival held annually, this event attracts hundreds of people locally 
and nationally. The Asian American Water Festival provides a unique 
opportunity for young and old to participate and celebrate the tradition of 
dragon boat racing. Descendents of Kampuchea Krom (currently South 
Vietnam), the Khmer-Krom Dragons team was one of a diverse range of 
paddlers representing mainland Cambodia, Thailand, and Laos.  
 
This water racing competition gives each team an opportunity to compete 
up to 6 heats. Participating in the first four heats will determine whether a 
particular team will progress to the fifth heat which is the semi-final. In 
order to qualify for the finals, the team must come either in first or second 
in each heat.   
 
To the astonishment of the crowds and exceeding all expectations, the Khmer-Krom Dragons team won all their 
qualifying heats.  
 
For the winning members of the dragon boat teams, the loud cheering Khmer-Krom youths amongst other crowds 
and the waving of the Khmer-Krom flag in the air was one of their proudest moments.  The Khmer-Krom dragons 
has fought long and hard to continue preserving a tradition that has been long ago embedded in their culture back 
in Kampuchea-Krom, a region that covers the Mekong Delta of modern day Vietnam.  
 
The dragon boat tradition is deep in our soul and our heart and nothing can impede this natural force.  Teenagers as 
young as 10 years old are keen to join the Khmer-Krom team and take part in future dragon boat racing. 
 
The KK Dragon boat team would like to extend special thanks to Watt Chantarengsey, the community as well as 
the elders for their support since the team was created and ensuring that the team was well fed during the festival. 
They also express their thanks to the Khmer-Krom dragon boat teams from Philadelphia and Massachusetts for 
encouraging the creation of a unique Khmer-Krom team in Washington. The KK team of Washington was initially 
inspired by these members and is now proud to continue the Khmer-Krom dragon boat racing tradition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDrraaggoonn  BBooaatt  rraacciinngg  iinn  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  SSttaattee  AAuugguusstt  1188
tthh
  22000077    

KKhhmmeerr--KKrroomm  DDrraaggoonn  BBooaatt  TTeeaamm  
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     LESSON 2       emer[nTI 2      
SUBSCRIPT CONSONANTS          eCIg -BüaJ¢nH 

By Samnang Sok 

 
A subscript consonant is always followed by a consonant in the pronunciation. It is written in a special sub-
consonant form which is placed below a consonant. The form of a sub-consonant is written in a smaller version of 
its consonant, while a few others are written completely different from their respective consonants.  (Huffman, 
1970) 

   k; xç K: XÇ .g¶ 
   c© qä C¢ QÄ   .BaØ 
   dþ zæ DÐ ZÆ .NÑ 
   tþ fS TÞ .F§ .nñ 
   b, pö B< .PÖ .mµ 
   yü Rr lø .vV .sß..hH L Gð 
 

24 DEPENDENT VOWELS               R sHnisS&y 24tY 
Dependent vowels are written in front, behind, under or above of a consonant. There are 24 vowels in Khmer 

language but only 23 vowels shown in the table below, because one of them (srah 0r )-(RsH G) is embedded in a 

consonant. 

 

  -a  -i   -I  -w   -W   -u   -U   -Y     
   ah        aek     aiy       uhk        eur     oek         oh           ure            
 

  e-I  e- ]  e- [   e -  E-   é-  e- a  e- A   
  uh         eur         ear          a          ae         ay          ouh         ahw 

 

  -uM   -M   - aM   - H   -u H  e -H   e-a H     
  oom        awm      ahm           ahs            ows       ehs              aws 
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AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

GLOBAL DEMONSTRATIONS DEMANDING THE RELEASE OF FORMER 
KHMER-KROM BUDDHIST MONKS AND RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS 

AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN VIETNAM  


