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With its recent launch of its website (www.kkfyc.org), the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation 

Youth Committee is proud to launch its first ever magazine to the international community . 

 

A subcommittee formed under the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation, the KKF Youth Commit-

tee has been labeled as the latest generation of human right activists. 

 

Indeed, the KKFYC is first of its kind to be fostered by KKF to fulfill its mission to advocate for 

self determination on behalf of millions of voiceless Khmer Krom in Kampuchea-Krom (Mekong 

Delta of current Vietnam). 

 

Written by the youths themselves, the magazine aims to provide a useful insight to the activities 

that they engaged in at both the local and international communities to help advocate on behalf of 

their Khmer Krom people living in Vietnam. 

 

The first edition of the magazine is filled with inspiring stories of Khmer Krom youths participating 

for the first time at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples during its Sixth 

Sessions at New York City. 

 

A rich variety of articles will be published, ranging from Khmer traditional costumes to learning 

simple words of Khmer. 

 

Published quarterly, the magazine aims to provide a medium in which Khmer Krom youths can 

share their stories and experiences with youths around the world and find new ways of being in-

volved and become proactive in ending the human rights abuses of Khmer Krom people in Viet-

nam. 

 

Please stay tuned to find more inspiring stories and activities by Khmer Krom activists! 

 

If you would like to contribute or comment on the magazine, please don’t hesitate to contact the 

editor. 

PREFACEPREFACEPREFACE   
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About Khmers KampucheaAbout Khmers KampucheaAbout Khmers Kampuchea–––Krom Federation Youth CommitteeKrom Federation Youth CommitteeKrom Federation Youth Committee   
 

The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) is an active committee of the 

Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF). The committee represents all Khmer Krom youth groups, 

clubs, and associations internationally that are recognized by the KKF. 

 

KKFYC is an international youth organization created for the sole purpose of developing activities and pro-

grams to fulfil the mission of KKF as an indigenous organization representing millions of Khmer Krom 

people in the Mekong Delta of Vietnam. 

 

The KKFYC works in collaboration with members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation to bring 

international awareness and attention to the issue of the Khmer Krom people. 

 

In particular, it aims to promote the use of international law instruments and United Nations treaties to its 

people across the world, especially in Kampuchea-Krom, to allow the Khmer Krom people to fully achieve 

their rights to self-determination which is stated, “All peoples have the right to self-determination…” in the 

First Article common to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

 

Its core representatives are recognized youth leaders at their local and international level and are equipped 

with working knowledge and vast experience within their communities as well as being active participants 

at human rights sessions in the United Nations. 

 

In true fulfillment of the term, “Tumpeng S’nong Reussey”, the Khmer Krom youths are dedicated individu-

als found across America, Australia, Cambodia, Canada, Europe, Vietnam, and around the world. 

 

They are the forerunners of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation organization and play a critical role 

in fundraising, preparing documentation and delivering speeches at international and local conferences. 

As a KKFYC member, you will be involved in a wide range of activities and initiatives to increase the inter-

national awareness surrounding the plight of the Khmer Krom people. 

 

Such activities include: 

▪ Empowering  Khmer Krom youth internationally 

▪ Networking Khmer Krom youth group globally 

▪ Bridging the generation gap between the elders and the young 

▪ Preparing younger generation for future KKF's leadership 

▪ Conducting Research, Documentation, and Presentations 

▪ Writing articles and publishing on Khmer Krom websites 

▪ Being major event coordinators/ organizers 

 

We hope that you will join us to help the millions of voiceless Khmer Krom people in Kampuchea Krom 

achieve their long overdue basic human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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Khmer Krom Youth World Conference 2007 Khmer Krom Youth World Conference 2007 Khmer Krom Youth World Conference 2007    

 

Over sixty Khmer Krom representatives traveling from various locations across the world flocked to the city of 

Philadelphia to attend the first ever Khmer Krom World Youth Conference held on 12-13 May 2007. 

 

Organized by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation in conjunction with the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom 

Federation Youth Committee, the event was the first of its kind to be organized by Khmer Krom youths aimed 

at recruiting youths to be active in advocating for rights on behalf of their people in Kampuchea-Krom. 

 

Mr. Serey Chau, President of the KKFYC was amongst the four other vice presidents coming from across the 

globe to share their experiences working hand in hand with KKF. 

 

Hosted in the local Khmer Krom temple in Philadelphia, the conference was supported and attended by many 

youths and elders representing KKF, Khmer Krom Buddhist monks from the United Khmer Krom Buddhist 

Association, KKF Women Commission and the general Khmer Krom community. 

 

After the opening remarks Mr. Chau Serey, Mr. Thach Ngoc Thach, KKF President spoke about the achieve-

ments and objectives of KKF movement. He reiterated the important role of youths in continuing the human 

right struggle. Venerable Berong, a young Khmer Krom Buddhist monk and member of the United Khmer 

Krom Buddhist Monk Association spoke about the important role that Buddhist plays in the life of Khmer 

Krom individuals. 

 

KKFYC Adviser, Dr. Chang spoke about the crucial need of effective communication and higher education 

amongst Khmer Krom youth around the world. A brief overview of the human rights instruments and the proc-

ess of self determination were then spoken by Joshua Cooper, UNPO advisor to KKF. 

 

Mr. ToKim Thong, Chairman of KKF also took the opportunity to enlighten the youth about lessons that we 

should learn from our Khmer Krom history. He spoke about the meaning behind the term Funan and the role 

that Khmer Krom women play in ruling the country. 

 

The afternoon session provided a unique opportunity for current members of the KKFYC to share their stories 

and experiences of being involved first hand with KKF. Amongst the speakers include Miss Sothy Kien, Mr. 

Jeffrey Kim, Mr. Serey Chau, Mr. Soda Huu, Mr. Romy Thach and Mr. Samon Thach. 

 

The session also opened the floor for new and interested youths to meet one another and work out ways in 

which they could positive contribute to the organisation. A question and answer session also allowed the new 

and established youths to have a rich dialogue on how their work makes an important difference to the Khmer 

Krom movement. 

 

The conference was held the weekend before the start of the UNPFII at its sixth session so that new youths in-

terested were able to attend the Forum after the meeting. 

 

The KKFYC would like to express their sincere thanks to all the inspirational speakers who took the time and 

effort to speak about their experiences. A big thank you must be extended to Khmer Krom people in local 

Philadelphia for organising a place and food for all our youths and delegations who attended. Extra thanks to 

all the youths who took the time to fly from all corners of the globe to attend this conference and we hope that 

many more will join KKFYC to fight for the right of the Khmer Krom people.  

Khmer Krom World Youth Conference in Philadelphia, USAKhmer Krom World Youth Conference in Philadelphia, USAKhmer Krom World Youth Conference in Philadelphia, USA   
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Information about UNPFIIInformation about UNPFIIInformation about UNPFII 
 
The historic first session of a new United Nations body, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, will meet for 
two weeks at UN Headquarters in New York from 13 to 24 May. As many as six hundred or more indigenous peo-
ple are expected to attend. The Forum will be officially inaugurated by United Nations Deputy Secretary-General 
Louise Frechette on 13 May at 11:00 in Conference Room 2. Economic and Social Council President Ivan Si-
monovic (Croatia), High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson, an indigenous elder and an indigenous 
youth are also expected to speak. The opening meeting, and others yet to be determined, will be open to media. 
 
Indigenous peoples have not before been able to represent their own interests directly to any major body of the 
UN. This new entity will break new ground, as the Forum - including eight indigenous experts - will advise and 
report directly to the Economic and Social Council. However, the 16 members who make up the Forum are not 
representatives, as such; rather, they are operating in their own capacities as independent experts. As set out in the 
resolution establishing the Forum, eight indigenous members are to be appointed by the President of the Council, 
following consultation with regional groups and indigenous organizations; the other eight members are nominated 
by governments and elected by the Council. All members will serve for three years with the possibility of re-
election for one additional term. 
 
In its capacity as a subsidiary organ of the Economic and Social Council, the new Forum will report and make rec-
ommendations to the Council on economic and social development, culture, the environment, education, health 
and human rights. In addition to advising the Council, the Forum has been asked to raise awareness, promote the 
integration and coordination of activities relating to indigenous issues within the UN system, and prepare and dis-
seminate information on indigenous issues. It will meet once each year for ten working days. States, UN bodies 
and organs, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and organizations of indigenous people may 
participate as observers. At this 2002 session, under the agenda item, "General debate", it is expected that all ob-
serves will be allowed to make short statements. Future practice regarding statements by observes has not yet been 
determined. Among the items on the provisional agenda is "Adoption of rules of procedure", which rules are ex-
pected to apply to future sessions. 
 
The Forum was established on 28 July 2000 by the Economic and Social Council, on the recommendation of the 
Commission on Human Rights. The distribution of governmental seats is based on the five United Nations re-
gional groups, with three additional seats rotating among the regions. This term, the three regional groups of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Western Europe and Asia each have two seats. Indigenous people have nominated 
their candidates on the basis of 7 geo-cultural regions that they have devised to more accurately reflect cultural re-
gions, with one rotating seat. 

To date, only 15 of the 16 members of the Forum have been designated: 

 
     Source: http://www.un.org/rights/indigenous/mediaadv.html  

Indigenous-nominated experts Government-nominated experts 

Mr. Antonio Jacanamijoy 
(Colombia) 

Mr. Yuri A. Boitchenko 
(Russian Federation) 

Mr. Ayitegau Kouevi 
(Togo) 

Ms. Njuma Ekundanayo 
(Democratic Republic of Congo) 

Mr. Willie Littlechild 
(Canada) 

Mr. Yuji Iwasawa 
(Japan) 

Mr. Ole Henrik Magga 
(Norway) 

Mr. Wayne Lord 
(Canada) 

Ms. Zinaida Strogalschikova 
(Russian Federation) 

Ms. Otilia Lux de Coti 
(Guatemala) 

Mr. Parshuram Tamang 
(Nepal) 

Mr. Marcos Matias Alonso 
(Mexico) 

Ms. Mililani Trask 
(United States of America) 

Ms. Ida Nicolaisen 
(Denmark) 

Mr. Fortunato Turpo Choquehuanca 
(Peru) 

(final expert yet to be announced) 
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KKF Attends Sixth Session of UNPFIIKKF Attends Sixth Session of UNPFIIKKF Attends Sixth Session of UNPFII   
 

 

Over twenty delegations from the Khmers Kampu-

chea-Krom Federation (KKF) are currently attending 

the Sixth Session on the Permanent Forum on Indige-

nous Issues at the United Nations Headquarters in New 

York City. 

 

The Permanent Forum was officially opened on Mon-

day 14th May 2007 with over one thousand indigenous 

peoples representatives, inter-agencies as well as gov-

ernments across the world attending. 

 

The Permanent Forum provides a unique opportunity 

for members of the KKF to bring the issues of Khmer 

Krom and have dialogue with world experts, agencies 

and governments including Vietnam. 

 

Participating for the fourth time for this year, the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation delegation and is-

sues relating to Khmer Krom are widely known amongst the participants of the Forum. 

 

Members of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee have also gathered in full force in 

New York City to prepare and give speeches to the Permanent Forum. 

Khmer Krom youth work with Dr. Cooper at  

United Nations Headquarters  

KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)   

Indigenous peoples, interagency and governments meet to discuss indigenous issues 
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TerritoriesTerritoriesTerritories, Lands and Natural Resources , Lands and Natural Resources , Lands and Natural Resources  
Sixth Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

14-25 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City  

Delegation: Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation  

Special Theme: Territories, Lands and Natural Resources  

Speaker: Romy Thach 

Madame Chair, 

 

We would like to congratulate you on your reelection as chair of the UNPFII. We also would like 

to thank you for visiting our community in exile at the temple in Cambodia in February. Our peo-

ple that have been forced from our homelands were pleased to meet a member of the international 

community that cares about our struggle for self-determination. 

 

We will begin with recommendations to ensure our connection to our sacred homelands in the face 

of dire circumstances denying our identity. 

▪ KKF seeks the assistance of the United Nations mechanisms for conflict prevention and reconciliation to encour-

age Vietnam’s recognition of the Khmer Krom people as the indigenous peoples of Mekong Delta of Vietnam. With-

out doing so, we feel that Vietnam does not fully appreciate the importance of land for the basic survival of the Khmer 

Krom people. 

▪ Request the assistance of IOM to work with the Vietnam government to initiate programs to resolve land claims 

and ensure that the indigenous Khmer Krom people are compensated for their lost of farmlands as well as a return to 

own land. There are many land claims since 1970. Ask for return of our ancestral lands and properties that were 

unlawfully taken away by the State and by the Vietnamese newcomers. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam adopt a national act to recognize the rights of indigenous peoples in Vietnam to their traditional 

lands and territories specifically the Khmer Krom people as the indigenous peoples linked historically and spiritually 

to the Mekong Delta. Create and implement non-discriminatory indigenous land laws that respect and protects the 

lands of the Khmer Krom people and prevent further acts of illegal land grabbing by Vietnamese authorities. 

▪ Ask that IFAD fund a project to allow Khmer Krom farmers to return to their fields to produce traditional foods 

for their community. Canal projects that allow salt water into fresh water rice farming area must be stopped immedi-

ately to avoid destroying more of Khmer Krom’s land. 

▪ Request the assistance of UNITAR to provide essential training for the Asia region to enhance conflict resolutions 

and peace building capabilities between governments and indigenous peoples. 

▪ Seek the assistance of UNDP to promote and ensure that the indigenous peoples are presented in all decision mak-

ing for positive programs focusing on reaching the UN Millennium Development Goals for the Khmer people 

▪ Seek the support of international agencies such as FAO and WHO to provide assistance to examine polluted land 

to determine its source that has caused thousands of blind farmers and to return the farmers to their traditional land to 

provide the fundamental nutrition for our peoples. Ask that Vietnam start implementing more effective local systems 

of monitoring the use of pesticides and their damage to the ecosystem in our homeland. 

▪ Ask that UNESCO help preserve the sacred sites for all of humanity to share under the UNESCO World Heritage 

program. One of the first locations that immediately needs protection to preserve Sambua Rangsey temple which was 

built in 373AD at Tra Khao commune, Hoa An Village, Cau Ke district, Tra Vinh province. 

▪ Billions of dollars of profit from oil and natural gas extraction in our homeland and our sea at Ocap (renamed 

Vung Tau) province must cease going to the multinational corporations and corrupt state agencies and develop a pro-

gram that ensures the collective economic well being of the Khmer communities’ standard of living. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam start recognize and implement the policy of free, prior and informed consent when implement-

ing programs that encourages participation and consultation with the local Khmer-Krom on all future development 

projects which take place in their homeland. 

 

Madame Chair, we are convinced that the above measures will improve the living conditions of the Khmer Krom peo-

ple living under extreme poverty. Such recommendations will help Vietnam achieve Millennium Development goals. 

Lastly, we would like to reaffirm our support for the adoption of the Declaration on Rights of the Indigenous Peoples.  

 

Thank you. 

KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues    
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Economic and Social DevelopmentEconomic and Social DevelopmentEconomic and Social Development 
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

Item 4(a): Economic and social development  

Speaker: Sothy Kien  

Joint Statement with Montagnard Foundation and the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation 

 

Madame Chair, 

 

We also want to reiterate our proposal for a constructive dialogue on the MDG in Vietnam. We 

hope Vietnam will host in cooperation with indigenous peoples that have attended the UNPFII for 

four session a series of meetings. We hope the developments from these meetings can lead to the 

creation of a national mechanism similar to the UN PFII where government and indigenous peoples 

can sit as equals at the table to create a country of peace, human rights and sustainable develop-

ment. 

 

Only by taking steps to resolve historical conflicts can a positive and engaging process of collaboration with the United 

Nations, local Khmer Krom and Degar people, the KKF, the Montagnard Foundation, and the Vietnam government ensure 

an effective means to implement the MDGs. Without such partnerships, the one way policies of the Vietnam remain dis-

criminatory against the Khmer Krom people. 

 

We would like to propose the following recommendations for the effective implementation of the MDGs: 

▪ That Vietnam recognizes the Khmer Krom people as the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta rather than just an-

other ethnic minority group. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam provides a detail summary of specific policies or programs targeting indigenous peoples that are 

currently taking place or proposed in their Five Year Socio-Economic Development Plan. 

▪ The creation of education campaign in Khmer language about the MDGs as well as international human rights instru-

ments such as CEDAW so IPs can be aware of their fundamental freedoms. 

▪ That the consultation and implementation of such national plans are conducted with indigenous groups and local peo-

ple to ensure that such programs does not erode their ancestral lands and tradition. 

▪ Request the aid of the World Bank and IMF to allocate specific funds donated to Vietnam to create vocational pro-

grams in the local areas where million of the indigenous Khmer Krom people of the Mekong Delta and the Montagnard of 

the Central Highlands live. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam work in close collaboration in genuine partnership with specialized agencies and KKF and other 

recognized indigenous organization to start identifying who are the indigenous peoples. 

▪ Ask that victims of the State’s failed or disastrous projects including ones result in contaminating land with salt be 

immediately compensated to provide the basic living essentials and to halt the influx of Khmer Krom people being forced 

to move to other cities to find employment. 

▪ Ask the assistance of United Nations and other governments to encourage Vietnam to adopt the ILO 169 Convention. 

▪ Request the aid of FOA, ILO and Vietnam to help provide other employment opportunities for the many local Khmer 

Krom people who are landless or are faced with salt contaminated land. 

▪ Ask that all special inter-agencies to open workshops during the UNPFII to allow for more effective input and feed-

back from indigenous organizations about policies and programs in their area of particular concern. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam allows independent organizations to be formed to enable further social and cultural development of 

indigenous peoples. 

▪ Ask that projects to integrate the indigenous peoples into mainstream society be culturally appropriate and sensitive to 

their distinctive culture without eroding their sense of identity. 

▪ While Vietnam has been recognized for its impressive economic growth in recent years, making 138.6 Billion USD in 

2005, the rural areas where Khmer Krom people live does have a not proportional share of Vietnam’s social and economic 

progress. 

 

We are particular concern that the MDGs for indigenous peoples will not be met if Vietnam continues to undermine the 

positive contribution of our work at the Permanent Forum. 

KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues    
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Response Statement by Vietnam Government Response Statement by Vietnam Government Response Statement by Vietnam Government    

   
Statement by Mr. Nguyen Tat Thanh, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to 

the United Nations at the Sixth Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  New York, 18 May 2007 

Agenda item 4: Implementation of recommendations on the six mandated areas of the Forum and on the Millennium Development 

Goals: (a) Economic and social development (b) Environment (c) Health (d) Education (e) Culture (f) Human rights 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

My Delegation wishes to congratulate you on your re-election as Chairperson of this Forum. Our equally 

warm congratulations go to the other members of the Bureau. 

 

With a view to ensuring that the current economic growth benefits all groups of the population, in formulat-

ing and implementing socio-economic development policies and programmes, the Government of Viet Nam 

always takes steps so that they address the particular needs of disadvantaged groups of the population, in-

cluding the 53 ethnic minorities who live in mountainous and remote areas and make up 12 % of the coun-

try's population. 

 

To achieve sustainable development for mountainous environment it is necessary to ensure harmony and 

balance between economic growth, social justice and environmental sustainability, and to preserve the cul-

tural identity of all ethnicities. Therefore current priority areas are as follows: 

 

▪ To improve the livelihood and progressively meet material and spiritual needs of ethnic minorities, first 

and foremost, through poverty reduction and job generation programmes, especially for the most poverty-

stricken areas. To improve access to basic services such as transportation and road system, irrigation, elec-

tricity, water, schools and clinics with a view to ensuring the balanced and realistic development among 

regions and ethnicities towards harmonious development contributing to the narrowing of development 

gaps among regions and groups of population. Pursue economic development as the focal task and the 

means to enhance the quality of life for ethnic minorities while observing the principle of social harmony, 

sustainable exploitation of natural resources and environment protection. 

 

▪ To maintain close linkage between socio-economic development and environment protection. Protect and 

improve the environment as an indispensable element of development and a must in all socio-economic 

development strategies, policies and programmes through measures of reasonable exploitation and preser-

vation of resources such as forest, land, water, fauna, flora and genetic resources. 

 

▪ To ensure that socio-economic development is not detrimental to the particular and distinguished identity 

of traditional culture of mountainous ethnicities, by preserving and enriching cultural life of people 

through, inter alia, studies and preservation of the traditional culture of villages and communes, assisting 

the organization of various individual or joint cultural events, increasing the radio and television coverage 

in minority areas with increasing components in ethnic languages. 

 

▪ To undertake measures to encourage the participation of the people in identifying their needs, developing 

and implementing plans and monitoring and assessing their progress, especially the participation of 

women, local mass organizations and traditional communal organizations in all activities affecting the life 

of the people concerned. 

 

▪ To improve access to healthcare for ethnic minorities through providing free health insurance and some 

healthcare services, through conducting expanded vaccination programmes with a view to preventing dis-

eases, and through minimizing the number of communes without clinics. As of present 96% of communes 

have their own clinics and vaccination coverage has reached over 90% and efforts are currently undertaken  
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   to ensure less accessible, remote mountainous areas also benefit from these programmes. 

 

▪ To develop human resources and pay greater attention to education and training through providing incen-

tives in the enrollment of and support for ethnic students. Currently 8 ethnic writing systems are taught in 

schools nationwide including HMong, Cham, Bahnar, Jrai, Khmer. 

 

▪ To further implement land, housing and water policies (such as Decisions132 and 134 of 2002 of the 

Prime Minister for the Central Highland ethinic population) to ensure that every family has their own 

land for living and farming, adequate, durable and safe housing and individual or shared water supply. 

 

Along this line, the Programme on Socio-Economic Development of communes with special difficulties in 

mountainous and ethnic minority areas (Programme 135) launched in 1998 has been extended until 2010 

on the  

 

basis on its success stories and lessons learned. The current phase of Programme135 aims at considerably 

improving the production and income generation, infrastructure including transportation and irrigation sys-

tems, building schools and clinics at all communes, providing electricity and clean water, increasing enroll-

ment rate at schools, providing free legal assistance and capacity building with a view to facilitating moni-

toring of investments and other activities by communities in their areas. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

Before concluding, my Delegation feels compelled again to state our objection to the participation in this 

august body by entities, such as Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation, 

who have been engaging in separatist activities against the State of Viet Nam, including through, inter alia, 

spreading false information that my Delegation has always rejected. Such actions by these entities and indi-

viduals would only negate the effect of efforts by this Forum and my Government toward the betterment of 

all people on the ground. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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Human RightsHuman RightsHuman Rights   

 
Sixth Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous  

Issues 14-25 May 2007 at UN Headquarters, New York City  
Speaker: Venerable Pin Diep  

Joint Statement of United Association Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Buddhist Monks,  
Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Montagnard Foundation 

 

Madame Chair, 
 
Viet Nam comes here to boast its material growth yet its maniacal genocide on in-
digenous peoples is all the world knows about as more and more human rights viola-
tions are being recorded in the media of the world. Like a broken record, the govern-
ment comes for its fourth year rejecting our participation as you just heard this morn-
ing. We will continue to speak truth to power in the streets of our homeland but also 
the sessions of human rights instruments at the UN. 
 
The intervention this morning labeled our homeland as a marginal area. It is the es-

sence of our existence. It is the core of our cultural survival. While the government speaks of preservation, 
we are not jam or jelly. We are an indigenous peoples. Our culture must be allowed to be perpetuated 
through the exercise of our human rights.  
 
Unfortunately, there are many parts of the statement that aren’t true. However, we will focus on just one as-
pect – the right to health under the ICESCR. The government talks about clinics. However, for four years we 
have raised the issue of blind farmers and asked the government for a dialogue for positive solutions. In-
stead, there is a diatribe labeling us as separatists. We have always lived in the Mekong Delta. We aren’t go-
ing anywhere. We desire to exercise our right of self-determination. We recommend the government invite 
the Special Rapporteur on Health to Mekong Delta. This could begin a dialogue we have been requesting for 
years. 
 
Last year, Vietnam was removed from the list of Countries of Particular Concern by the US prior to entering 
WTO. Recent events in Kampuchea-Krom, however displays a stark reality of increased human rights viola-
tions and religious prosecution of Khmer Krom Buddhist monks and civilians and Degas people. 
 
The use of human rights instruments such as peaceful demonstrations and accessing human rights materials 
published by our organization have been met with unnecessary military action against our monks. At least 
nine monks were defrocked and imprisoned after participating in a peaceful protest in the Soc Trang on 
22nd February 2007. Five of the defrocked monks have recently been sentenced to 2-5 years imprisonment 
by Vietnam government for the alleged crime of organizing a non violent protest. 
 
Two Buddhist monks aged 17 were arrested and defrocked for capturing the unfolding events of monks be-
ing defrocked by Vietnamese authorities. This is a violation of the CRC and Vietnam is a party to the most 
widely ratified international human rights instrument. 
 
Madame Chair, such actions by the Vietnam are unnecessarily against our Buddhist. As practitioner of 
Theravada Buddhism, it is our nature to promote peace and harmony, not conflict against the greater Viet-
namese community. 
 
We would like to propose the following recommendations: 
 
▪ Reaffirm the recommendation by the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom to 
place Vietnam back on CPC List. 
 
▪ Ask that United Nations and world governments encourage Vietnam to uphold the international human 
rights treaties by immediately releasing all fifteen defrocked Buddhist monks. 
 
▪ Ask that Vietnam allow our Buddhist monks to create an independent religious organization to promote 
our rich history, religion and culture and not one that only promotes the one policy propaganda of the       

KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous IssuesKKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous IssuesKKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues   
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      Vietnamese government. 
 
▪ Ask that Vietnam recognize and respect the rights of Khmer Krom Buddhist monks and civilians to 
practice their religion as defined by their culture rather by the convenient of the State. 
 
▪ Urge the help of the Permanent Forum and UN to send a Special Rapporteur on Religious Freedom to 
oppressed areas of Tra Vinh and Soc Trang province. 
 
▪ Ask Vietnam to acknowledge and allow the right of individuals and religious practitioners to take part 
in nonviolent demonstrations as a means to express their concerns and opinions by creating and adopting 
national laws to allow indigenous peoples to use mechanisms of human right. 
 
▪ Request the help of UNESCO to translate UN documents including into Khmer and create workshops 
to allow for greater awareness and protect for our monks. 
 
Madame Chair, the intervention by the Vietnam government shows the lack of recognition our rights to be 
here at the forum. Our objectives like that of our indigenous brothers and sisters are to provide a resound-
ing voice on behalf of our indigenous peoples. 
 
The fact that Buddhist monks are protesting suggest that the work of our indigenous organization is finally 
reaching our people back home and that they are finally grasping the hungry knowledge of their rights and 
fundamental freedoms. However, such knowledge remains dangerous especially with the renew oppression 
by Vietnam to halt all human rights movement. 
 
Lastly, we would like to appeal to all peoples who love peace and harmony to help our Buddhist monks 
find justice in world dominated by fear tactics and one way policies. 
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Intervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFIIIntervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFIIIntervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFII   
 

My delegation wishes to raise concern in regards to a paragraph page 4 for SR Stavenhagen statement 

which partially concerns the central highland region in Vietnam. 

 

Madame Chair person, my delegations have been participating in this Permanent Forum with the view 

to provide the Forum with the actual information of ethnic minorities on the ground, on their needs, the 

issues as well as the government’s efforts to address them. 

By doing so, my delegation hopes that this will facilitate the deliberation and adoption that will be effec-

tive in addressing the needs of the people at the ground. Therefore, we have in many occasions rejected 

groundless information provided by some so called [organizations] with questionable political agenda 

who is based elsewhere outside the country. 

 

Yet it is most unfortunate and disheartening to see that in the Forum such groundless information is 

more easily picked up coming to the Forum than information provided by my government including 

those on the government’s effort benefiting all fifty three ethnic minorities in Vietnam; including those 

in the Central Highlands of Vietnam as stated in the our previous statements. 

 

Also on the question of information and dissidents information. One statement we heard earlier today 

asserted that my government arrested and tried certain monks because although, as though based on 

their religion or so called peaceful protests. 

 

Madam Chair person, the constitution and laws of Vietnam guarantees freedom of religion and belief. 

They also guarantee the principles of equality of all citizens before the law. And that is the principle that 

we continue to uphold in building the law of the country. 

 

All those who committed crimes punishable under the pinit code will be according prosecuted regards of 

their ethnicity and religion. 

 

Thank you Madame Chair person. 

 

 

 

UN Special Rapporteur, Mr. Stavenhagen Rodolfo UN Special Rapporteur, Mr. Stavenhagen Rodolfo UN Special Rapporteur, Mr. Stavenhagen Rodolfo    

in response to Vietnam interventionin response to Vietnam interventionin response to Vietnam intervention   
 

I am not sure that some of the issues I referred there are groundless because they 

have been provided by peoples who provide serious information about my situa-

tion. But as Special Rapporteur, of course, very much appreciate and welcome 

further information on these issues which is precisely the purpose of dialogues 

that Madame Chair person has asked us to engage in. 

 

Let me just say that over there years that I have sent some communications to the 

governments of Vietnam regarding some complaints from various sources and I 

shall request the government of Vietnam to provide an answer to through the ef-

fective means available mechanisms and procedures of the Special Rapporteur.  

Intervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFII & respond by Mr. Stavenhagen RodolfoIntervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFII & respond by Mr. Stavenhagen RodolfoIntervention Statement by Vietnam Delegation to UNPFII & respond by Mr. Stavenhagen Rodolfo   
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 Urbanization and Migration of Indigenous Peoples Urbanization and Migration of Indigenous Peoples Urbanization and Migration of Indigenous Peoples   

   
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

Joint Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation  

Item 7: Urbanization and Migration of indigenous peoples  

Speaker: Sothy Kien 

Madame Chair, 

 

Today’s agenda focusing on specific region of Asia and theme of Urbanization is a great 
opportunity to meet the aspirations of this forum to increase positive dialogue between the 

actors to protect human rights in partnership and meet the MDGs for our people. 

 

While we know we have differences with the government, we desire a dialogue. We will 

practice our spiritual beliefs of compassion to agree to the proposed meeting between 

Vietnam and KKF. We also agree with the inclusion of SR Stavenhagen as the govern-
ment was responding to his report. If UNPFII chair Tauli-Corpuz can also assist, we believe we could arrange a 

series of dialogues that allow for us to return to the 7th UNPFII session with some positive direction to secure 

the fundamental freedoms in Asia, specifically in Kampuchea Krom of Vietnam. 

 

Madame Chair, item 7 attaches significant for the Khmer Krom people as majority of our people are from the 

rural areas of Vietnam. 
Traditionally farmers, the rich fertile Mekong delta has provided an essential source of food and survival for the 

indigenous Khmer Krom people. Recent canals projects initiated by Vietnam authorities have destroyed much of 

the rice fields by channeling salt water into fresh water farming, forcing thousands to abandon their home and 

migrate to already crowded cities. 

 

Like a domino affect, elevated levels of poverty, lack of education and landlessness has resulted in many Khmer 

Krom women and young girls getting caught with trafficking rings and finding employment that violate their 
culture and traditional lifestyles. We would like to recommend the following: 

▪ Request that Vietnam consult indigenous peoples before creating canals projects on their ancestral lands by 

the use of free and informed consent. 

▪ Ask Vietnam to adopt the ILO 169 Convention to ensure the protection of Khmer Krom and Degar people 

and in recognition of their vulnerability and poverty. 

▪ Seek the assistance of UN-HABITAT to create initiatives to help provide adequate shelter and housing for 

homeless Khmer Krom. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam establish and implement national laws to protect lands of indigenous peoples from further 

illegal land grabbing. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam start taking serious and immediately actions to process land claims by indigenous peoples. 

▪ Seek the help of Permanent Forum members to urge Vietnam to recognize the importance of the sacred 

homeland of Kampuchea Krom to the Khmer Krom people. Also, that Vietnam work in collaboration with UN 

agencies to recognize that the further taking of land results in the negative direction of indicators for the liveli-

hood of indigenous peoples. Recognizing land and prevention of migration would assist Vietnam in reaching the 
8 MDGs and also its obligation of human rights protection and promotion under international laws. 

 

Madame Chair, Vietnam continues to deny the truth of our statement, in that regards, we would like to urge 

Vietnam to read the latest report on the Church of Asia, UNPO, US commission on International Religious Free-

dom for the latest violation against the Khmer Krom people. 

 
It is our sincere hope today will be a turning point in which a series of dialogues can happen so that the voice of 

our peoples can be heard. 

 

Thank You 

KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)KKF’s at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)   
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Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples  

Sixth Session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

Item 4g: Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples  

Joint Statement by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation & Montagnard Foundation  

Speaker: Romy Thach  

Madame Chair,  

Thank you for allowing me to speak. The objectives of the MDGs are the main focus of 
this forum. Our people continue to live in extreme poverty, often forgotten because of their 
ethnic background and geographic location. Very little know the existence of MDGs let 
alone be an active participant in identifying their needs from an indigenous perspective.  
 
We believe that the main problem which arises is the issue of assistance to the zones 
mostly affected and should not be discriminatory against indigenous or ethnic peoples con-
cerned.  

 
If Vietnam wants to achieve MDGs, we would like to propose the following recommendations:  

▪ Reiterate our request that Vietnam recognize the Khmer Krom people and Degar people are the indigenous 

peoples of the Mekong Delta and Central Highlands respectively. 

▪ On the conclusion of the first decade and in preparation of the second decade ask the Vietnam government to 

invite UN Special Rapporteur on Health, Education and Human Rights to determine the real situation at the 
ground level. 

▪ Ask that Vietnam with the help of the Permanent Forum to establish a series of meeting and dialogues to es-

tablish a working partnership with our organizations to ensure that the needs of indigenous peoples are well rep-
resented. 

▪ Strongly urge Vietnam to initiate a review of national legislation to incorporate indigenous laws that recog-

nizes the Khmer Krom people and the Montagnard people as the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta region 
and of Central Highlands respectively. 

▪ Reaffirm the need of Vietnam to incorporate indigenous tradition learning system, especially in the Khmer 

and Degar languages into formal and informal education in all areas. The ceremonies punctuating the life of our 
people should not be ignored at the school. 
 
Ask that Vietnam work in collaboration with our indigenous organization and NGOs such as UNESCO and CE-
DAW to create a series of workshops to educate about their basic rights and fundamental freedoms including 
women’s rights. 
 
Madame Chair, as reported by numerous non governmental organizations in recent days, the lack of recognition 
of indigenous peoples by government such as Vietnam poses a great barrier for a collaborative achievement of 
the MDGs. Vietnam’s one way policies prevents the important work of our organizations to increase the knowl-
edge and access of our people to readily available human rights mechanisms. Rather than foster an environment 
in which we can collaborate collectively, Vietnam has always rejected our suggestions even at the international 
level.  
 
It has now been four years since Vietnam rejects our positive contribution to the Permanent Forum. We believe 
for the mutual interest of our indigenous peoples that we start working together to better the lives of our indige-
nous peoples.  
For that reason, we believe that the earlier the work takes place, the earlier our people can benefit from such 
measurements adapted to their needs. 
 
This is a translation from French.  You can find a copy of French version at 
http://www.khmerkrom.net/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=518 
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Future WorksFuture WorksFuture Works   

   
Sixth Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

Joint Statement of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation and the Montagnard Foundation  

Item 9: Future Work  

Speaker: Soda Luu 

 

Madame Chair, 

 

We are particular pleased with the development of Monday‘s half day session on Asia as 

it provided a great opportunity for the indigenous organizations, experts and govern-

ments alike to have a dialogue on issues that specifically affects us. One issue that re-

mains a major obstacle for indigenous groups in South East Asia, such as Vietnam is the 

lack of recognition by governments of our claim as indigenous peoples. 

 

We are encouraged by the comment of Special Rapporteur Mr. Stavenhagen in urging 

the government of Vietnam to accept the human rights situation and start using the readily available human 

rights instruments and mechanism to resolve such serious issues, including the recommendations by our indige-

nous organizations. Mr. Stavenhagen also encouraged the government of Vietnam to respond to his letters when 

he sends them asking for clarification on human rights situation in indigenous communities of Vietnam. 

 

In light of the forum’s future work, we would like to propose the following recommendation: 

 

▪ Ask that all governments, especially the Asian governments to adopt the Declaration on the Rights of In-

digenous Peoples as a sign of their long term commitment and respect for indigenous peoples. 

▪ Ask that the special focus on a half day on Asia continue in next year’s session to emphasize further focus 

on finding solutions for successful implementation of MDGs with the full participation of indigenous peoples. 

▪ To have a special session to determine how far the MDGs have been reached. For example, instead of giving 

missionary statements, we would like the government of Vietnam to provide a more specific and concrete report 

on the progress of the MDGs and how indigenous peoples, if any are collaboratively involved. 

▪ Ask that the Permanent Forum selects the special theme be climate change. At a recent United Nations Uni-

versity conference at UN Headquarters “Environmental Refugees: The Forgotten Migrants”, Joanos Boardi, Di-

rector of the UNU Institute for Environment and Human Security noted that if the temperature increases and the 

water level rises, the Mekong Delta will be one foot underwater. Therefore, we believe this imminent issue 

should be the focus for the 7th session of the UNPFII as it attaches great importance to our peoples. We also ask 

to build on the work at the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and the UN 

Working Group on Indigenous Peoples focusing on climate change and human rights. 

▪ Request the help of the Permanent Forum members and Madame Chair to help set up a series of meeting 

with KKF, Montagnard Foundation and the Vietnam government so that we may begin the process of identify-

ing our indigenous peoples in their respective areas. Only through such dialogue can the needs of our indigenous 

peoples become visible and the achievement of the MDGs become a collaborative effort by all. 

 

For the last four years, Vietnam has adamantly denied our positive contribution to the Forum and rejected all our 

information regarding human rights violation as “groundless information” and accused us of having a political 

agenda. Our only agenda is human rights. 

 

We encourage the government of Vietnam to exercise the spirit of compassion towards our people especially 

towards our Buddhist monks who are thirsty for justice and peace and the right to self determination. 

 

Thank you. 
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An Open Letter to KKFYC MembersAn Open Letter to KKFYC MembersAn Open Letter to KKFYC Members   
   

Dear KKFYC Members, 

 

Since I came back from my trip to attend our Khmer Krom Youth World Conference in Phila-

delphia and the United Nations Permanent Forum on the Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) in New 

York, no matter how busy I am, I've been thinking of all of you for your dedication, hard work, 

mission and passion for Human Rights duties. 

 

I would like to sincerely express my deepest appreciation and admiration for your journey at 

the UNPFII raising your voice, educating, lobbying and demanding Human Rights on behalf of 

loved once back in our native home land Kampuchea Krom. You are indeed, the first Khmer Krom younger genera-

tion with moral obligation and Human Rights mission to fulfill for such an important task. 

 

While I was there, I saw you all worked cohesively with one another openly and respectfully. That's the way it 

should be. I will never forget the most memorable moment together in the van on our way to the UN when we were 

laughing and having fun with each other. That was in fact, a memory that has resonated in my heart and my mind 

forever. I felt very connected physically, emotionally and psychologically bonded with all of you. 

 

Once again, I want to assure all of you that our Khmer Krom community members are very proud of you for your 

accomplishments as Human Rights activists, whose currently have been demonstrating his/her highest commitment 

in order to achieve Human Rights objectives. As an educator, a Human Rights activist, and an advisor of KKFYC, I 

believe that together, we will achieve our goals and objectives. And yes, indeed, our brothers and sisters will be free 

to anything and everything they want legally and legitimately. 

 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to encourage our Khmer Krom youths around the world, who have not partici-

pated with the KKFYC yet, to join this educated and passionate Khmer Krom Youth team. I am looking forward to 

work closely with all of you. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

  

Take care! (Peace)  

Dr. Thach 

KKFYC Advisor 

Email: chang.thach@kkfyc.org 

My Experience at the UNPFIIMy Experience at the UNPFIIMy Experience at the UNPFII   
 

The summer of May 14th through the 25th May of 2007 was the most memorable two 

week experience of my life. I had the opportunity to attend the United Nation Permanent 

Forum on the Indigenous Issues (UNPFI) and make friends with other indigenous youths 

from different corners of the world. 

 

It was a great honor to help Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) raise the voice of 

millions of voiceless Khmer Krom back home; their suffering and tell the world of what 

Vietnamese government and authorities have committed against the indigenous peoples of 

southern Vietnam. In addition, I had the chance to roam New York City with Khmer Krom 

youths from all over the world, including Australia, Canada, France, and many from different part of the U.S. 

 

Taking this unique opportunity, I would like to share with you of this exciting experience, and hopefully one 

day, together, we would have a chance to meet each other at the UN as active messengers to help spread the 

issues and concerns on behalf of our people back home.                                                                                                                           
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Beside from the KKF leaders, I was incredibly surprise about the number of youths attending this year at the 
forum and stayed until the forum was over. In addition, there were numerous Khmer and Khmer-Krom elders 
attending the forum just to support KKF and our youths. 
 
On the first day of the forum, I was amazed at with the amount of people attending. There are thousands who 
are indigenous peoples facing similar problem as Khmer Krom which makes me really glad to be a part of this 
historical event. As one of the new comer youth, I spent most of the day listening to each organization present 
their speech and took note of organizations that can possibly help and benefit our Khmer Krom people back 
home. 
The second day of the session, our Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Youth Committee President, Serey Chau divided 
our youth into two groups. Along with other youths, I was assign to attend the international youth caucus. We 
met new people; we shared our stories, concerns, and recommendations. Working as a team in the caucus, we 
were able to prepare and give statements to the UNPFII expressing our concerns and recommendations to help 
indigenous youths around the world. 
 
In the first week, our Khmer Krom youth had a better understanding of conference worked. We dedicated all of 
our time and energies to helping as much as we could. For the new youths, we were there to observe and learn 
from our KKF leaders as well as KKFYC president and vice presidents who have attend the forum before. 
 
Unfortunately for several other youths and me, we did not have too much time to listen and take notes of all the 
speech that were presented because there were many other things going on during the forum. We spent our time 
attending side events of other indigenous group. We would introduce ourselves to them and tell them who we 
are and the problems our people face. We were even interviewed by other indigenous organizations as well as 
youth groups. 
 
During the two weeks, we were very fortunate to have a place to stay, a place to eat, and be entertained when 
we return from the forum. Not only did we have the time to discuss what our youth group should do when we 
attend the forum every day; but also had time for the weekend of the first week to explore New York City. Al-
though it was a very tiring couple of weeks for many of us, I felt that we have developed a strong bond and rela-
tionship between one another. We spent so much time together; we learnt to watch for one another and became 
one big family. 
 
During the last week of the forum, I had the privilege to present a speech about future work of the forum, pro-
posing recommendations to the forum. I was very nervous at first, since this is my first time reading speech to a 
huge crowd. I was very fortunate to have friends from Australia, Sothy Kien; France, Romy Thach; and from 
the U.S, Dr. Cooper right beside me to support and made me feel confident on presenting the speech. 
 
The Vietnamese government continues to deny the important work KKF has in representing the indigenous 
Khmer Krom and human right violation still continue to happen as we speak. Many voiceless Khmer Krom peo-
ple continue to face injustice everyday, and yet at the international arena, Vietnam government continues to 
deny that they have nothing to do with it. By helping spread the message, I and other youths in our group felt 
like we accomplished our job as a messenger, and I am very happy to be a part of this exciting event that comes 
once a year. 
 
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our KKF leaders as well as Khmer Krom elders who have 
dedicated their time and efforts, mentally, physically and financially to help bring our voiceless Khmer Krom 
people and their issues to the world. Also, for given me the opportunity to explore and understands the real 
work at the UN that you have been working to this day. From the bottom of my heart, I really appreciate all the 
work that you’ve done. 
 
In addition, I would like to thank all of the youth that have attended this year’s UNPFII. I’m glad to meet each 
and every one of you. It is a memorable year for me, where we from distant places were able to join and work as 
a team to bring up the issues of our people to the UN together. The experience we have in New York will al-
ways stay within me. Hopefully next year, if time is permit, we will meet again in New York City to continue to 
our important work at the UN. 
 
Best regards,  
SoDa  

 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007   

      www.kkfyc.org      www.kkfyc.org      www.kkfyc.org            kkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.orgkkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.orgkkyouthmagazine@kkfyc.org   19 



The UNPFII Experience: Don LamThe UNPFII Experience: Don LamThe UNPFII Experience: Don Lam   
 

The mere mention of the word UN brings awe to some people, just imagine then what being 
inside it would be like-especially on the occasion of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Is-
sues(PFII) when thousands of indigenous people around the world come together into this 
single conference. 
 
It is as if the whole planet shrunk and everyone got closer together, not only physically be-
cause we can see them, but emotionally and spiritually because we could all empathize each 
other's suffering. For me, that was the most memorable, and privileged opportunity- to be 
able share and connect with the indigenous family of the world, and most importantly to be 
part of the most dedicated and humble Khmer Krom seniors and youth who volunteer tire-
lessly around the clock for the championing of Human Rights for our family back in our 

homeland. 
 
During our conferences at the UN I had the pleasure of joining Soda, Sophac, Tha, and Sokun in representing the 
youth voices and concern of our people at the youth caucus where we were active participants in the indigenous 
youth movement for a more active youth role within the PFII conference. 
 
As Khmer-Krom youth delegates to the caucus we had great occasion of meeting many other youth from a lot of 
nations like Taiwan, Chad, Greenland, Philippine, Bangladesh and many more. Along with exchanging our sto-
ries, we also exchange phones and emails and became very good friends with them and exchange commitment to 
help with each others’ issues with publicity, awareness and research. One of the wonderful things that have re-
sulted from that commitment was that the youth caucus started a website to monitor and discuss the events and 
issues of its members, you can learn more about this project at http://groups.takingitglobal.org/indigenous 
 
In addition to being youth delegates, we also took on importance task of establishing contacts and making 
friends with many relevant non-governmental organizations. In our work for human rights and justice for our 
people, it is important that we have alliances and supporters because they help to make our voices become 
louder. While it may seem like an easy job to collect speeches, shake hands, or pass out cards, it has important 
benefits for our cause because we are raising awareness and as Soda put it, we are messengers on behalf of 
voiceless millions of our struggling brothers and sisters. Knowing that gives us great joy in fulfilling those sim-
ple tasks. 
 
We are not only proud from fulfilling those tasks, but we also had the opportunity to develop as individuals. As 
youths and as beginners in being an activist were really shy, but through the courage that our elders gave us with 
their supports coupled with the knowledge that we were working for the right cause, we grew confident in our-
selves. Because of this experience at the UN, I am no longer a shy person and I am confident in what I say and 
how I approach people. The most important growth and achievement we get is the one within ourselves, the 
change within is what makes the most differences in our work because in international arena, we can no longer 
carry the submissive attitude and shy character, we have to become strong, we have to demand and we have to 
stand for what is rightfully ours. Personally, this was what I learned. 
 
This lesson is important because there will always be people who will scold you and discourage you from your 
work. I had an unlucky run with such a person at the U.N. It was unfortunate, but because I knew I was doing the 
right thing, thus I did not cower to their words. We have to remember that there are some people who do not be-
lieve that we are endowed with equal rights and protection; we must not let them win by doing nothing. 
 
So with this letter I like to take the opportunity to appeal to all Khmer-Krom and Khmer youths to join hand and 
come together and work with us for the justice that our people so desperately need back home. 
 
I would also like to send my gratitude to the Khmer-Krom community that help financed our youths for an extra 
week of Human Rights training in Washington D.C with Dr. Cooper. The class was very enlightening and infor-
mative, with much lively discussion with guest speakers, some of whom were distinguished Human Rights de-
fender such as Noble Peace Nominee Mrs. Rubiir of the Urgu people. Besides being inspiring and intellectual, it 
was a very fun class because we were given a chance to tour many historic and symbolic places in D.C such as 
the Supreme Court, The Constitutional Hall, the Capital Building and the Indigenous Museums and so many oth-
ers. The youth that had the opportunity to take the class were Dyna Thach, Seila Sombath and me, I hope next 
year, now that everyone know about it, more youth with be able to come. 
 
With final ending words, I would like to give special thanks to all our dedicated Khmer Krom families who 
hosted us in Philadelphia, New York City, and Virginia, without all of your support and dedication, our youth 
could not have participated in the U.N forum or take the classes in D.C. 
 
Thank You ,  
Don Lam  
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At the start of this letter, I would like to take this unique opportunity to thank the KKF President, Mr. 

Thach Ngoc Thach; Chairman, To Kim Thong and our youth leader Mr. Jeffrey Kim in Canada for the 

giving me the opportunity to participate at the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

 

For the first time, I had the chance to be involved in something that is truly significant and worthy of 

fighting for: the fight to bring awareness to the struggles of Khmer Krom people in Vietnam. 

 

At the UN Headquarters in New York City, we met many youths with the same concerns and goals. It 

is an inspirational feeling when we meet people of other ethnics with the same mind set as us. I guess 

there is a certain bond and unity among us because we are facing the same struggle. There was a sense of understanding and 

empathy for each others' fight to gain recognition as indigenous peoples as well as the right to have the freedom and rights 

as human beings. 

 

When we were in the United States, we stayed at homes of friends in Philadelphia, New Jersey and New York. They wel-

comed us with open arms. It is amazing to see that everywhere we go the Khmer Krom community was like one big family. 

 

It was also my first time to meet many elders in the United States that are very dedicated to the KKF. They have and con-

tinue to work tirelessly to help the voiceless Khmer Krom people in Southern Vietnam. I also have had the opportunity to 

meet many other Khmer Krom youth members like Sothy Kien from Australia; Romy Thach from France; Chau Serey, Sa-

mon Thach, Soda Huu, and Don Lam from the United States. 

 

As Soda have mentioned, on the very first day at the United Nation Permanent Forum, as newcomers, we were too dubious 

to actively participate. However, after the ice was broken, everyone was participating and giving great suggestions. I think 

even new comers like myself were ecstatic about the opportunity to play important roles. We felt that it was our time to 

voice out, to be represented and to fight for our people's rights. No matter how insignificant we are in a world of over 6 bil-

lion people, at that moment I felt as though our thoughts and struggles mattered. 

 

On the second and third day, Mr Chau Serey, the KKFYC President in the United States took Soda, Don and I to attend the 

international youth caucus. The meeting welcomed many indigenous youths from many parts of the world including New 

Zealand, Canada, Greenland, Taiwan and Philippines. 

 

It was very inspirational to see how young people from different parts of the world come together and was able to share 

stories about the suffering of the people in their homeland. Each youth brought up the main issues of what was happening 

and offered recommendations to help reduce and solve the problems that their people are facing. 

 

At the UN Permanent Forum, it does not matter as to which country the indigenous people are from, whether they are 

young or old; the fact of the matter was that these people were there for the same reason, purpose and goals. They were 

there to raise the voices on behalf of their peoples in their homeland; to promote indigenous rights and interests at the inter-

national level; to ensure and further develop the indigenous culture and society for both the present and future generations. 

 

In addition, I would like to say that I am very inspired by Khmer Krom both old and young, who is dedicated to help bring 

Khmer Krom issues to the international level. As Khmer Krom people living abroad, each and every one of us have 

choices. We have all the opportunities that our new lives offer. We may choose to live as carefree citizens by ignoring prob-

lems that are happening in our homeland or we can choose to make a difference in the lives of Khmer Krom in Vietnam. 

This is the most prominent difference that categorizes Khmer Krom people overseas and in Vietnam. We have choices and 

opportunities, whereas in Vietnam, all of those are restricted. I know that this would be a difficult task; it's very tiring and 

requires extra effort and time. But, if we do not stand up for our people, who will? 

 

Lastly, I do encourage all the youths that did not have a chance to participate at the sixth session of the Permanent Forum 

this year, please join us next year on this unforgettable event. I am sure that you would love your experience there as much 

as I do. Together, we can make a difference for the people in our homeland. We are the future generation, and we demand 

that our voices be heard. 

 

Thank you,  

Sophac Thach  
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Armed with a 5 year old laptop, a cell phone, a pen, and the determination to succeed, I 
participated for the second time at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues (UNPFII).  
 
First of all, I would like to thank everyone who has been following our Khmer Krom 
movement. I am very glad and appreciative to be enthusiastically involved within the 
movement itself. At times things may seem overwhelming and disorganized, I believe 
that the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation has come very far from a grass-root or-
ganization to a well known and respected non-profitable organization in the past 4 
years. 

 
There have been countless non-profit organizations that claim to work for the common interest of the Khmer 
Krom people such as the Khmer Krom Liberation Front, the Khom, the Khmer Krom Community and now the 
Khmer Krom Government in Exile. In my opinion these organizations have done little to nothing to help out 
the indigenous Khmer Krom people of current day South Vietnam except claiming Khmer Krom Federation 
(KKF) works as their own. 
 
The movement of indigenous peoples across the global to create the UNPFII has been going on for over 24 
years. In 2002, the Permanent Forum was established within the UN body. Luckily, KKF has participated 
within four of the sixth session. 
 
KKF has determined to work hard and fast to bring human rights abuses to the international attention. KKF be-
lieves that in order to empower our Khmer Krom brothers and sisters back home, people overseas need to advo-
cate for them. The Vietnamese government signed treaties with the United Nations to guarantee all citizens are 
treated equal. But in reality, the VN government does not do what they have agreed on to do. Therefore, it is up 
to all of us to bring rights to the people back home, in which they already have but does not allow exercising 
their rights. 
 
For those of us that are living overseas, we are fortunate to be able to enjoy all that a democratic society has to 
offer. We can conduct demonstrations without fear of prosecution or intimidation by the ruling governments. 
We can even sue the governments if they injure us in anyway. A good example was during a World Trade Or-
ganization protest in Seattle, Washington. Thousand of protesters took to the streets and a small riot broke out 
and dozens of arrests were made. Later the citizens who got arrested filed a major lawsuit against the city of 
Seattle and won. Therefore, armed with this knowledge, I am going to dedicate my spare time to help fight for 
what’s right and I hope you will too someday. 
 
As a member of the Khmer Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC), I would say this year UNPFII has 
taught me greatly. I have become more open to what the world has to offer and as a result it made more confi-
dent in what I do as a Human Rights advocate. Some say that what I am doing is politically motivated. They do 
entitle to his/her opinion. But I do not let their opinion stop from what I am currently doing, which is to bring 
freedom to our people back home through the use of peaceful means. 
 
This year was awesome. As part of the KKFYC, we all had fun roaming the streets of New York City thanks to 
the kindness of the Khmer Krom families in New York City who provided a place for us to stay. If it was not 
for their generosity, we all would have to drive back to Philadelphia and then come back the next morning. 
 
All in all, I would to extend many thanks to everyone in Philadelphia, New Jersey, and New York for providing 
our youths with the foods and a safe place to rest. We are pleased to see many more Khmer Krom people reach 
out a helping hand to another and it sets a very good example for our younger generation to follow. 
 
I hope to see more new and old faces in the next UNPFII of May 2008. Like our KKF – President said, “Do not 
afraid of the fact that VN stops you to visit our homeland; be afraid that we will not have a homeland to visit”. I 
really truly believe that statement. If we stop ourselves from helping our relatives back home because we are 
fear that the VN government will not let us visit then in the near future we won’t have a place called Kampu-
chea Krom to visit. 
 
To those who doesn’t believe what KKF is doing, please be careful. If you don’t believe in something, you will 
fall for anything. 
 
Take care of yourselves,  
Samon Thach  
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From a Khmer Krom Family, I was born and raised up in France. Without knowing my 

family origins, I started by helping my parents set up various activities whether it be artis-

tic, cultural or political. My main commitment to my father was mostly to the set up of 

documents, mailings and arranging chairs in the halls and hanging signs for each event. 

 

In May 2007, I had the opportunity to attend the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Is-

sues at the UN Head Office in New York. During that time, I gained significant interna-

tional experience on a cultural and human level.  

 

This adventure couldn’t have seen the light, without the help of our New York and Philadelphia fellow citi-

zens. Indeed, as soon as I arrived in Philadelphia, Lok Pu Thai was there to pick me up as well as a young 

man carrying a sign with my name on it. I heard during the introductions that this boy, who I had never seen 

before, was my friend Don with, whom I had been able to chat by conference calls. A few minutes later, the 

flight carrying Lok Pu Thach Ngoc Thach landed from California. We could therefore leave to meet at Pu 

Mannrinh’s house in Philadelphia. 

This initial contact with the Khmer Krom community really surprised me. The feeling of being at home, even 

if we were the other side of the world, made this one of the happiest moments of this trip. I did not think at 

that time, that I could meet somewhere else, such solidarity and conviviality. In addition, the welcome from 

the New York Khmer Krom families was warm and genuine. I wish to dedicate this letter to these people and 

thank them again for their gestures, which have profoundly affected me.  

 

This journey marked my very first trip to the USA. This first experience drove me to New York, a glowing 

city, attracting more than 2 million tourists each year, from all over the world. Moreover, the very purpose of 

my trip led me to the UN Head Office, (International Organization) set up by the winners of WW2, to fight 

against global issues. We, Khmer Krom, unknown in the international community some years ago, have now 

our entries and can raise our voices in front of the rest of the world. This privilege gives me a feeling of both 

pressure and an amazing sense of pride.  Pride to fight for a noble cause, to act for one’s own people who live 

without rights, because of an unfair justice, which imprisons you, denying any single acknowledgement of our 

history and therefore of whom we truly are.   

 

This 2-week-associative work, allowed our young-aged group to know one another better and create very 

strong bonds. For many, this was a first experience. Majority of our communication were carried out by email 

or telephone conferences; we never had the chance to see each other, to share a cheese steak or to travel to-

gether. Those first contacts made, the formal barriers were removed, we were a solid and active group deter-

mined to act on behalf of our fellow citizens in Kampuchea-Krom. It was organized in 2 groups; one was par-

ticipating to the Indigenous youth caucus while the other, composed of the Venerated Pin Diep, Sothy, Sa-

mon, Aaron and myself were obliged to prepare the recommendations to the UN and translate them into 

French. Most of our speeches concerned the Millennium Development Objectives ratified by hundreds of 

countries around the world including Vietnam. With a deadline settled in 2015, goals were centered on eights 

themes in order to lower extreme poverty by half and to improve life expectancies and living conditions. Edu-

cation, health, culture and the human rights are part of the progress on these goals for which Vietnam has to 

commit.  

 

Every single day we fought to prepare our interventions, translate them, often at the last minute, repeat and 

learn the speech. For the first prepared speech, we could not make our presentation because lack of time. This 

did not discourage us and it eventually paid off. The Vietnamese government replied twice during these two 

weeks and their intervention led to their discredit, twice. On May 23rd, they labeled the Khmer Krom Federa-

tion and the Montagnard Federation as separatists against the government. During this time also, broadcasts of 

videos from Rebecca Sommer displaying the stark reality of human rights oppression against the Khmer Krom 

and Hmong Lao were cancelled by request from the Vietnamese Ambassador at the SEDA.  

 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007 Youth Experience at UNPFII, 2007   

� 



 

The following week, it was thanks to the intervention of the Venerable Pin Diep on the Asian half-day discus-

sion. The Venerable expressed himself to denounce the defrocked monks and persecuted at Kampuchea Krom. 

Indeed, the use of violence against the Khmer Krom religious community has been increasing dramatically 

over the past months, sometimes using a military means of up to 200 militaries and police agents around the 

KHLEANG Pagoda. At one point while we were in the conference room, the Vietnamese delegation was 

given the floor to speak. We saw a somewhat stylish exercise by Vietnamese representatives attempting to 

convince the world of the benefits of the Vietnamese constitution. They proceeded to reject the facts and evi-

dence underlining that the information reported by the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms, stating that it had no foundation whatsoever. To actually be there and see this intervention will re-

main a major event for me. I felt a huge emotion swell up because I knew the truth. It was there and then that 

our team started to buzz with excitement as I knew I was. From that moment on, Sothy stated to prepare a re-

sponse as well as working on the recommendations on the urban and migration item with our Guardian An-

gel’s supervision, Dr Cooper. In her conclusion, Sothy urgently invited the Vietnamese government represen-

tatives to collect information on the UNPO and Church of Asia websites. Vietnam was silence after this inter-

vention. Indeed, while Soda and I finished the subjects related to the second decade, we were waiting for a 

reaction from the Vietnamese Government who apparently had nothing else to add.  

 

This experience was one of work and great adrenaline; we can also say how lucky and grateful we are to our 

New York Community. Every day, when the evening came, we found comfort and hospitality among the 

Khmer Krom families who welcomed and fed us. This type of welcome and generosity impressed me because 

there were ten of us. Likewise, during the weekend, we also were invited and guided through the suburbs of 

New York.  

 

All those families and this comfort, coming from the heart, encouraged us in our fight. The meeting with 

worldwide nations, organizations and peoples opened my mind and enchanted me. Indeed, I have found in two 

weeks the time to learn and to talk about my background and origins, my people, and to discover other remote 

cultures. Moreover, many people came dressed traditionally in fabrics and colors proudly showing their ances-

tral know-how. The chance to have been able to witness that heritage of worldwide cultures was for me was 

quite moving, full of emotions.  

As a great many, I live in a modern big city where the way of living is very much led by globalization. There-

fore, I think that this global modern life must not drive us over the edge, us, young Khmer Krom against the 

exceeding comfort and the western liberty; there is the unfairness that faces our fellow citizens who are con-

demned to live in custody. Imprisoned spiritually and financially, condemned because they are Khmer Krom 

to live in despise of the human rights and in poverty, aimed at becoming the vassals of the Vietnamese people. 

The UN Forum recalls it. I have seen many people fighting for their rights, why not us?  

 

This first experience is unique for me, one that I felt I could really contribute within the team, to embarrass the 

Vietnamese government and tell the world of their daily exercise of violating the rights of our people. After 

centuries of bloody wars to gain our ancestors’ lands, Vietnamese have stolen the Khmer Krom real estate 

properties and natural resources. Today, it is our people historical and spiritual traditions that they wish to de-

stroy. Our Buddhist religions are being targeted and monks defrocked while millennium old pagodas are being 

damaged and destroyed. Children are brainwashed to reject the very true story of their ancestors… Those un-

punished inexactitudes may give the impression that the government has no « scores to settle » but this de-

pends on us.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

Romy THACH 
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A Letter to all of our Khmer Krom EldersA Letter to all of our Khmer Krom EldersA Letter to all of our Khmer Krom Elders 
By Miss. Sothy Kien  

 

As an active youth working for KKF, I have been fortunate to travel far and wide 

to help advocate on behalf of our people back in Kampuchea-Krom. Through my 

travels, I have met many inspiring Khmer nationalists whose determination and 

commitment towards the Khmer Krom cause is one that has earn my highest re-

spect. Unfortunately in a world of growing globalisation, not many people can 

truly say that they are Khmer nationalists. Many claim to be so and yet at the face 

of real and difficult challenges, often look the other way or even worse attempt to 

destroy the hard work of other organisations. 

 

Some organisations such as the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation are formed to inspire positive move-

ment towards human rights realisation while others resort to violence as a means to reclaim their ancestral 

lands and territories.  

 

The fact that I have grown up in a democratic society have opened my eyes to the wonders of free speech and 

movement. Unfortunately for many of the youths abroad today, we often take for granted such rights and little 

do we know the phenomenal power that we have to use such instruments to help our beloved people back in 

Kampuchea-Krom.  

 

What is alarming is the fear that continues to be instilled in many of our elders. Many, who have lived under 

the Vietnamese rule, took arms and ferociously fought against communists, are now standing silent as Viet-

namese destroys what is left of the Khmer culture.  

 

The mere act of participating in a peaceful demonstration has sent many hiding in their homes, claiming that 

they will not be able to return home. Others say that if they were to be involved, their families will be in dire 

trouble with local authorities. Either way, I believe that those are merely selfish excuses. We are not talking 

about one individual being in trouble but the whole civilisation of Khmer Krom facing extinction as a result of 

Vietnamese discriminatory and destructive policies to eliminate the Khmer Krom people as peoples.  

 

I don’t need a university degree to understand the motive of certain organisations to use other organisations 

for their own benefit. And I am deeply saddened to see the divide of our elders forming a separate organisa-

tion and stepping on other people’s toes in order to achieve their objectives.  

 

The struggle of Khmer Krom people is not about a single individual, about who is better than whom or who is 

going to be the top person if independence is ever to be achieved. It is about helping our people realise and 

exercise their basic human rights.  
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EMPOWERMENTEMPOWERMENTEMPOWERMENT   
By Dr. Thach Chang 

 

As an advisor of KKFYC, I am very delighted to write a brief article on the concept of the 

"empowerment".  Empowerment is indeed the process of increasing the capacity of individuals or 

groups to make choices and to transform those choices into desired actions. It also refers to increasing 

the spiritual, political, social or economic strength of individuals and communities.  

 

Each and every day, everyone of us or some of us is physically and intellectually active in doing a very 

significant task(s) for achieving a common goal and objective towards Human Rights concerns. That's 

our forever mission, responsibility and accountability to educate and reeducate the entire world about 

the Khmer Kampuchea Krom history and people. We are the owner of our native land in Mekong Delta, 

South Vietnam.  

 

As Human Rights Activists, we are obligated to fulfill our duties on behalf of brothers and sisters so ul-

timately, one day soon, they will have freedom and equal rights as all human beings deserve existing on 

this earth. In order to accomplish this mission, what we need to do is to educate ourselves to the highest 

standards that this mainstream society demands, respects and expects. For instance, we should and must 

be played and obeyed by the rules. We must be a very productive citizen and member contributors in 

any capacity in this our adaptive homeland or new homeland.  

 

Furthermore, education is one of the most powerful human intellectuals that need to be addressed daily. 

As we all realize that without an education, we feel powerless. Therefore, powerlessness does not, how-

ever, exist in the Khmer Krom youths’ vocabulary. In life, nothing is fair. Ironically, it's very unpredict-

able and some cases they are very uncertain about our future destinations. The bottom line is that we 

must take advantage of time. We create time and time does not create us. And we do whatever we possi-

bly can.  

 

Consequently, we all must establish communities network support system locally, nationally and inter-

nationally, so we are able to work cohesively with one another for a common cause. Our journey is per-

haps a long way to go yet, but I am very confident and yes, optimistic that one day soon, all of us will be 

triumph and victorious. Loyalty, commitment, dedication, passion, respect, love, honest, care, support, 

inspiration and enlightenment are a fundamental aspects of our duties. Share our knowledge, expertise 

and maintain daily communication whether neither through an e-mailed nor by phone is how we func-

tion collectively and effectively as Human Rights Activists. Let's remind ourselves once again that we 

are indeed Human Rights Activists.  

 

More importantly, I urged all of us to get involved in our own communities to establishing your roles as 

one of younger leaders. Leaders have a profound foundation, vision, clear objectives and conviction for 

our Human Rights duties. Our Buddhist temples or any cultural centers are the places where we make 

ourselves visible. Visibility is a method in terms of how the elders and the leaders recognize and 

trust who we are in our own communities. Trust and respect are essential in working with them. The fu-

ture and the freedom of our own people back home purely depend on each and everyone of us.  

 

I am very honored and proud to be selected as an Advisor of KKFYC. Above all, I am very proud of 

each and everyone of you who have been working diligently, day in and day out, concerning, demand-

ing and educating the world on the issues of Human Rights violations that occurring daily in our home-

land. This terrible behavior that imposed and oppressed by the Vietnamese Communist government has 

been long overdue and will not be accepted or tolerated by international law of justices. It must stop and 

stop immediately. I certainly believe that power of education is one of the methodologies that eventually 

achieve our Human Rights objectives. I am sincerely very appreciative of your devotion and dedication.  
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Preserve Khmer Krom IdentityPreserve Khmer Krom IdentityPreserve Khmer Krom Identity   
By Miss. Sophac Thach  

   
Since the Vietnamese Communist (VC) government took over South Vietnam, which includes the Mekong 
Delta region, on April 30, 1975, millions of Khmer-Krom people who are the Indigenous peoples of the Me-
kong Delta region has been living in poverty under the colonization of the VC government. Moreover, the VC 
government has denied recognizing Khmer Krom as the Indigenous peoples. The VC government has system-
atically tried to eliminate Khmer-Krom's Theravada Buddhism, culture, and identiy because the VC govern-
ment wants to assimilate Khmer-Krom to be the Vietnamese. 
 
At this time, there are many people on this planet still don't know who Khmer-Krom people are. Thus, the fun-
damental human rights of the Khmer Krom people to live as human beings are being violated daily by the VC 
government in the Mekong Delta, but the world still don't know about it. 
 
On the propaganda TV, Radio, Websites running by the VC government, the VC government claims that there 
are many programs which have been established to help the Khmer-Krom, such as: building houses or loans 
money to the poor. In reality, there are many Khmer-Krom families became the victims of those programs. For 
example, the VC government built a house for a poor Khmer-Krom family, but the house just has a roof with-
out any walls. If the Khmer-Krom wants to have walls for their house, they have to loan money from the bank 
of the VC government. After the house is built, because they are poor, the Khmer-Krom people have no money 
to pay for the interest loans; the VC government took away their farmlands to pay for their debts. Thus, without 
their farmlands, it turns out that the poor Khmer-Krom people, who are mostly the farmers, become  poorer 
after they have a reasonable house that is built for them by the VC government. 
 
In Mekong Delta, in some villages, most of the people are Khmer-Krom, but the Khmer-Krom people who are 
not a member of the VC party are not allowed to hold any positions in the local government. Most of the 
Khmer-Krom people don't want to be a member of the Communist party because they know that they will be 
used as puppet to serve for the VC party to oppress their own people. 
 
Most of the Khmer-Krom Youths now cannot read and write Khmer. Some Khmer-Krom families now also 
speak Vietnamese at home which didn't happen before. Even the VC government propagated that they allow 
Khmer-Krom students to study Khmer in public school now, but it actually just happens in one or two schools 
in each provinces. Most of the Khmer-Krom people know how to read and write Khmer are learning from the 
monks at their local temples. Unfortunately, the VC government has severely monitored our Khmer-Krom tem-
ples because they scare that Khmer-Krom students learn our Khmer-Krom history from our Khmer-Krom 
monks. 
 
In spite of such persistent colonial onslaught, the Khmer-Krom communities have equally been relentless in 
preserving the very fabric of their identity: their language, religion, and their rich customs and traditions that 
form the foundations of Khmer Krom culture. 
 
Indeed, this determination continues to today, because some of the most ancient Khmer Krom traditions are 
under the constant threat of extinction. The new Khmer-Krom generations have come to build on the great leg-
acy of their ancestors. 
 
Until this day, the Khmer Krom people abroad, especially Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) - an 
Indigenous Peoples organization represents for millions Khmer-Krom peoples in the Mekong Delta, have con-
tinued to work tirelessly using the non-violent strategies to fight for the justice for the Khmer-Krom people in 
their homeland. 
 
As Khmer-Krom Youths living abroad, we are living in comfortable lives and have a chance to get a better edu-
cation. Thus, we should not forget about who we are and why thousands of our Khmer-Krom people left our 
beloved homeland to live in other countries. Our ancestors have fought to sustain to keep our identity alive. 
Therefore it is important for us to work together with the members of the KKF Youth Committee to carry on 
the non-violent fight so that our identity as Khmer-Krom will continue to live on. 
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Khmer Traditional CostumesKhmer Traditional CostumesKhmer Traditional Costumes   
By Chansopheap Kien 
 
Cambodia (Kampuchea) is one of the oldest nations of Southeast Asia, one that has a long and very rich traditional 
Khmer culture with our style of living, costume clothes, dance and fashion.    
 

Khmer costumes play a very important role in Khmer traditional culture.  The Khmer costume consisted of a shirt or 

blouse and a skirt-like lower garment called sampot for women and sarong for 

men.  Sampot and sarong are often made of cotton or silk and comes in many dif-

ferent style and patterns.  Khmer women used to wear sampot that embroidered 

with gold and silver threads with a beautiful lace top, may be worn with a long 

piece of scarf that wrap over the shoulder.   

 

The normal style is mostly worn by both men and women who attend special 

events or ceremonies such as the Khmer New Year (Chol Chnam Thmey) at the 

temple, OmmTuk Bun Phcum Bun and Bun Kathon.  

 

On a more special occasion such as a wedding, Khmer folk dance, acting in Khmer 

drama (Lakhon Basac), and attending to a royal ceremony, Khmer people still 

dress the same style, but with a more good-looking, expensive and elegant cos-

tume.  Sampot, sarong, top and scarf are often brighter.  The sampots and sarongs 

are mostly hand made with a unique technique created by Khmer people.  The rich 

arrays ofbeads and embroidery often creates the unique shiny appearance of the 

material.  The use such materials are important to the Cambodian royal families for 

they prefer to use the elegant style of costumes. 

 

With it being amongst oldest tradition and culture, Khmer-Krom people in Kampuchea-Krom (South Vietnam) are 

sadly losing it all today.  It is rare that one may find a Khmer-Krom who wears our Khmer clothing in public in 

Kampuchea-Krom.  Khmer-Krom does not wear our traditional clothing for many reasons:  political climate, pov-

erty, racial discrimination, lack of education, and lack of awareness.  Under Vietnamese strict control in all levels of 

government and judicial systems, Khmer-Krom people are often too 

frightened to fight for their tradition.  

 

Khmer-Krom people have no right and freedom to even keep their own 

culture alive, because Vietnamese government has and continues to op-

press Khmer-Krom in many forms, include wearing their traditional 

Khmer clothing.   They have tried to control the very lives of the Khmer 

Krom including what to wear in public, what Khmer-Krom worship, what 

Khmer-Krom teach and learn, what Khmer-Krom associate with, what 

Khmer-Krom see as role-model and perceive as there identity, etc.  A les-

son well learnt for most Khmer Krom is the fact that the Vietnamese have 

never helped to build Khmer-Krom’s identity, only to destroy and control 

their destinies. 

 

If you were to travel to Kampuchea-Krom today, it unlikely that you will 

be able to distinguish a Khmer-Krom from a Vietnamese, especially if 

many of us are already well integrated into Vietnamese society.  We now 

know the problem and so how can we fix it before it becomes too late. 

 
To preserve our tradition, I would suggest that our  Khmer-Krom overseas 
start wearing the Khmer traditional clothing whenever we go to temples for ceremony, to community ceremonial 
gatherings and meetings such as a the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Khmer wedding and engage-
ment. It is only through such actions can we hope to influence our people in our homeland as a means of being role 
models and at the same time demand the Vietnamese government accept our Khmer-Krom clothing in public.  I be-
lieve in order to keep our Khmer traditional costumes alive, we have to wear and proudly show them to the world! 

Khmer and Khmer Krom Tradition and CultureKhmer and Khmer Krom Tradition and CultureKhmer and Khmer Krom Tradition and Culture   



Khmer Language   Khmer Language   Khmer Language   (GkSrsaRsþExµr) 
Khmer, also known as Cambodian, is the official language of the Kingdom of Cambodia.  Khmer language is 

also used by the Khmer-Krom in the Kampuchea-Krom (south Vietnam), Khmer Surin in Thailand, and in 

Cardamom Mountains of western Cambodia. 

 

Khmer is a member of the Mon-Khmer group of Austro-Asiatic language.  Khmer language has been consid-

erably influenced by Sanskrit and Pali words.  Khmer language has three historical stages: Old Khmer (7th – 

12th Centuries), Middle Khmer (13th – 17th centuries), and Modern Khmer (18th – present)[Huffman 1070]. It 

is known that the Old Khmer was the language of Funan-Chenla era.  During Funan era, Khmer language was 

known as Mon-Khmer, and was believed to be founded in today Kampuchea-Krom or Angkor Borei, Takeo 

province, Cambodia [dated A.D.611 Huffman, 1970]. 

 

Khmer scripts consist of 33 consonants, 24 dependent vowels, and 15 independent vowels.  The scripts are 

divided into two forms (or sounds): one with inherent ‘o’ sound (light tone) and the other with an inherent 

‘oh’ sound (heavy tone).  Dependent vowels are written in front, behind, or above of a consonant, while inde-

pendent vowels can be written by themselves.  Khmer writing has no space between words.  Space is used to 

indicate end of a clause or a sentence. 

 

There are four Khmer accents: Khmer Krom, Khmer Kondal (Khmer in Cambodia), Khmer Surin (Khmer in 

Northeast Thailand), and Cardamom Khmer (Cardamom Mountains of Western Cambodia).  
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Khmer for BeginnerKhmer for BeginnerKhmer for Beginner   
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As part of the youth action month, the idea of a quarterly magazine which took root a month ago has met its 

first quarterly deadline. 

 

The deadline would not have been met without the immense help of the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federa-

tion Youth Committee members and their advisors. 

 

We would like to thank: 

 

▪ Serey, KKFYC President for starting the initial idea and ensuring the successful completion of the 

magazine. 

▪ SoDa and Don for compiling all the necessary sections together into a magazine, including their 

creative artistic talents. 

▪ All of our contributor writers and editors: Sothy, Sophac, Jeffrey, Samon, Chansopheap, Samnang, 

Makarar and Romy for taking the time to research and compile some interesting sections and per-

spectives. 

▪ Dr. Chang and Joshua Cooper for sharing their knowledge on paper. 

▪ Members of the KKF for their ongoing encouragement and support in helping to inspire the youths 

themselves. 

 

Once again many thanks to everyone who has supported the creation of the first ever magazine and we hope 

that many more will be inspired to write, research and contribute. 

 

Next edition promises to be even more enriching and until then, great team work everyone! 
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